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KpacHoe OparcTBo

B neOomnbioi, HaCKBO3b MPOKOIMUEHHOW TaBepHe Ha okpauHe lllaguzapa ciyudunach apaxa.
PemecneHHbIl JIt011, COCTABIISIBIIMIA OCHOBHOM KOCTSK 3aBCETAATAEB 3aBEJICHUS, PA3ACIIMIICS HA JBE
TPYIIIBI U TY3UJI IPYT APyra mo4eMm 3psi.

— UYto OHM HE moAENUIM? — CIPOCHII IPOCHYBUIMICSA OT KPUKOB THOM XEIar CHUJIEBILIETO
PSAIOM BOMHA MOTYYETO CIIOKEHUS.

borarelpp 0€3pa3iMyHO MOXal HMPOYEHHBIMU IUIEYaMH W TBEPAOW PYKOM HAIWI U3
OTPOMHOIO, KAaK XOpOIIO OTKOPMJICHHBIM T'yCh, KYBIIMHA. EJWHBIM IyXOM OCYIIMB KPYXKY, C
YIOBOJILCTBUEM KPSKHYB U 3aKYCUB KOMTYEHON CBUHUHOM, OH OypKHYII:

— CopsT 0 TOM, 4eTO HE 3HAIOT. ..

— DTO0 0 4eM Ke? — THOM OKOHYATEJIbHO MPOCHYIICS, XJI€OHY BUHA, TOTPSIC BCKIOKOUEHHOM
00pozoii, B KOTOPOH YK€ MpoOuBanach CEJMHa, U BOPOCUTENILHO MOCMOTPEI Ha JIpyra.

Ho, nockoiibKy TOT mpoModya, Xemnar mpoJoJixkai, Bce O0IbIIe OKUBISAC:

— Buepa oHu ciopuiid 0 OOJIOTHBIX KUTEJAX. .. KTO-TO BUAEN Ha O0J0TaX HEKOE CYILECTBO. ..
Jpyrue cunranu, 4to 3TO ObUI CTaphlii, CyMacCIIeANMI APOBOCEK, yKe OOJbIIE Toa CKUTAIOIIMUACS
C TOTIOPOM TIO JiecaM U 00JI0TaM. ..

VY3peB Ha TEMHOM, TTOKPHITOM IIpaMaMu JIHIE Apyra abCOTIOTHOE Oe3pazinune K mpeaMeTaM
CIIOpa JIEPYIIMXCs, THOM ITOTSIHYI €10 33 PYKaB:

— Ckaxu, KoHas, ThI ciiplman, 0 YeM OHHU CITOPUIIN CETOAHS?

— O nmpakoHaxX, — HEXOTs OTBETHJI BOUH M JI0CAJIMBO MOTEP IIAJIKO BRIOPUTHINA MOAOOPONIOK.

Jlepymecs 0oJibllei YacThIO yXke Jiexanu 0e3 JBUKEHUS, HO HEKOTOpbIe, 0CO00 HACTBIPHBIE,
ITPOJIOJIKAIM MECHTB APYT APYra OKPOBABICHHBIMU KYJIaKaMHU.

— OnmHM CcUMTaKwT, — YCMEXHYBUMCbH, Mpomgoibkan KonaH, — 4To ¢aken JpakoHa
MOJJICP)KUBACTCA TOJBKO BOJIIEOCTBOM, APYrH€ KpHUYaT, YTO pa3jararoniascs B >KEIyIKe MHUIIA
BBIJIEJISICT TOPIOUYU U Ta3. ..

— A KaK € OH 3aropaercsi? — 3aMHTEPECOBABIINCH, )KUBO CIIPOCUJI XEIar.

— JpakoH kjnanaet 3y0aMu OT 3J10CTH U BbICEKaeT UCKPhI! BO3MOXKHO, TaK OHO U €CTh... —
KoHaH oTnpaBui B pOoT XOPOIMI KYCOK MsICa U 3alWJI U3PSAHON MTOPLUHEN BUHA.

Kpukn nepynmxcs, HakoHel, ctuxiu. Ciplmanachk TOJIBKO CHABIEHHAas PYraHb W XPUIIbI
MBITAIOIIMXCS MOAHSATHCS CIOPIIMKOB. MeX TeMHBIX JyOOBBIX CTOJIOB BHOBb 3aCHOBAJIM TOMOIHUKHU
XO35IMHA, Pa3HOCS TOCTSAM BHHO M 3aKycKy. KoHaH momHsul pyKy M ykasan Ha KyBmmMH. K Hemy
TOTYaC OpPOCHUJIICA IIYCTPBIA MAapeHEeK C OBICTPHIMU YEPHBIMU TJ1a3aMu. JIOBKO mepemnphiruBas 4yepe3
JeXKANMX JpadyyHOB, OH TOAOEXal K CTOMY, 32 KOTOPBIM TOpOW BO3BBIIIAJICA KHUMMEpPHEIL.
[loyTUTENHPHO CKJIOHUBIIMCH, MpsiYa YCMEIKY, UCKOCAa MIAHYJI Ha JIKAIIyl0 Ha CTojie Oopomy
Xemnara.

— IIpukaxwure emie BUHA, TOCIOAUH?

— U BuHa, 1 3aKycKkH! — CEPANTO KPUKHYI THOM, 3aMETUB UCKOPKHU CMEXA B INIa3aX CIIYTH.

KoHaH KMBHYII, ¥ ITApEHEK YMYAJCs, HA CEW pa3 JaBUPYd MEKIY MOAHSABIIMMUCS, HO BCE €IIe
HETBEPAO CTOSIIMMH Ha HOTaX CIIOPIIAKAMMU.

Cpenun 0OBIYHOM CyeThl HUKTO HE OOpaTWj BHHMAaHMS Ha BOINEAIICTO B TaBEPHY YEIOBEKa B



MPOCTOM, HO AOPOTOH ofekae. TOJIBKO OCTPBIN Ta3 X035iMHAa — TOJCTOro AciaHkapuba — MHUTOM
BBIXBAaTHJI M3 MECTPOM TOJIbI BHOBb MPUOBIBIIETO. boraro ofeThie KIMEHTHhl HE CYIWJIM HUYEro
XOPOILETO. 3arUIbIBIIME [TIa3KW XUTPOIO TOPrOBLA TPEBOXKHO 3aMETAJIUCH.

Konan, kakum-to oOpa3oM ouIlyTUB O€CIOKONCTBO XO35MHA, MUTOM YCTAHOBHJI €T0 MPUYUHY.
borarsii nocerutens. [Ipumen ssBHO He Tpane3Hn4arb CKOpee BCETO, KOro-TO UIIET.

Jloragky KUMMEpPHUIILIA MOATBEPAUINCH YEPE3 CEKYHTY, KOIJIa HE3HAKOMEL, OTBICKAaB B3IVIIOM
TMTaHTCKYIO (DUTypy BOMHA, CJIErKa KMBHY/I M CTajJ MOCIEIHO Mpoouparbes K ero croiy. Ipuces,
OH HEKOTOPOE BpEMs MOJIYa pasmiaapiBal KoHaHA M €ro HU3KOPOCIOIO CIyTHUKA. e, B CBOIO
odepelib, TAKXKE HE CHENMIN HauyuHath Oeceny. KoHaH, BOMpoCUTEIbHO MOAHSB OpOBb, CHOKOMHO
CMOTpEJ Ha IIPUCEBILETO O€3 MPUIIIALICHUs YeI0BeKa, a XemnaT CBEPIIUI €0 YITPIOMbIM B3IJISAOM.

— S ¢ Tpynom Hamen te6s, Konan uz Kummepuun, — MeAJIeHHO MPOrOBOPUIT HE3HAKOMEI] C
CUJIBHBIM FO’KHBIM aKIIEHTOM.

— 1 "e npsrancs, — ycmexuyincsa Konan.

— Mens 30Byr Anb-/[)ke3pen, — npomosmkan KKaHWH, — S NPUIABOPHBIA Mar... — OH Ha
CEKYHJly 3aMsUICs, — UM MOEU TOCIOXKH S HE MOTY Ha3Barb, HO CKaxKy, 4YTO MOTYIIECTBOM OHAa
3aTMHUT JIFOOOTO TOBEJIMTENS 3allaIHON CTPaHbl!

Konan ¢ 6e3pa3inu4HbIM BUIOM MOJTYa CIylall. Xenar ke HETEPIeInBO ep3all Ha CKaMbe — Y
HETO HA SI3bIKE KPYTHUJIOCH CIMIIKOM MHOIO BOIIPOCOB.

— Tocnoxa nopyuusna Mue Hatu B 3amope Konana-Kummepuiinia u HaHATH €ro 3a JtoObIe
JEHBIU.

HO>xaHuH BbDKMJAIOIE 3aMOT4all, Kak Obl pa3peliast 3aJaBarb BOIPOCHI.

— Haunste 11 kakoit padbotel? — cnpocuit Konan.

[loka mpocTo HaHAThH... — Ajb-Jl)Ke3pea MoueBenusa NajbllaMy, KakK Obl 3aTpydHSsACH
noxo0parb Hy)KHbIE CJI0OBa, — O TOM, YTO HEOOXOOUMO CHENaTh, TOCIOXKA PAaCCKaXeT cama, Ipu
BCTpEYE.

— $1 Tak He pabotato, — KonaH Hanui BUHA, HE TIpesiaras rocTo.

B ma3zax roykaHWHa MENbKHY/IU Becelble OTOHbKU. OH OLEHUJI HE3aBUCUMOCTh BOMHA.

— Kpome Toro, — mponoinkan KUMMEPHEL, OCYIIMB KPYXKKY, — pa3Mep ILIAThl 3aBUCHT OT
TOTO, YEM MHE MPUAETCS 3aHUMATHCS.

UYepHple Mm1a3a IOKaHWMHA TENEPh Y)KE OTKPOBEHHO 3aWCKPWIMCh cMexoM. Ero xymoe,
MOPOAKUCTOE JIULO, YKPAUIEHHOE JUIMHHBIM, C TOPOMHKOW HOCOM. JTYYHJIOCh MOPIIMHKAMU, XOTS Ha
BU/JI eMy ObLIO HE 00JIee COpoKa JIET.

— Ha3zoBu mo0yio cymmy, Konan, u s yBenuuy ee BnBoe! — Aub-Jlxke3pea MOIHsIT PyKy H,
KOTJa K HEMY IOJI0eXkall Cyra, 3aKka3ajl KyBIIMH CaMoro JIydiuero BuHa. OH MOHSUJI, 4YTO pa3roBOp HE
OyZieT KOPOTKHUM.

— Kora mnarst 6osblie AeHI'M — MHOTO TPeOyroT, — CHOKOWHO cka3an KoHan u B3MIsHYNI
Ha Xemnara.

['HOM NOHST, YTO €My pa3peLIEHO, HAKOHEL, PUHATH Y4aCTUE B IIEPETOBOPAX.

— MBbI HE MOXKEM OTIIPABNIATHCS HA Kpal CBETA HE 3HAs, UYTO HAM MPEACTOUT! — BBITAIUI OH,
ITOIO3PUTEINBHO ITITHYB Ha TOCTSL.

— MpI1? — npeyBennueHHO yauBHWICA AJb-J[Ke3pen, — s UMEI0 YKa3aHHUE HAHATH TOJBKO
Konana-Kummepuiinal!

— DTO MOH Jpyr U opyxkeHocel, — ckazan KoHaH, — npuaerca HaHATh U ero. Ho cymmy;,

KOTOPYIO OH Ha30BET, BABOE MOKHO HE YBEJIMYUBATh.
IOxauuH noXxan IjiedaMu.



— 3HauuT, foropopuiiuck? Ha3piBaiiTe CBOIO IIEHY

— He tax 6sicTpo, — ycMmexHyncsa KoHan — koe-4To Hy)KHO BCE )K€ YTOYHUTb. ..

— CnpanmBaiite, — O6pocust Ajb-Jlke3pen, — 5 pacCKaxKy BCE, UTO HE 3aIpelieHo.

— I'ne xuBet TBOs rocnioka? U kto ona? Koposiera?

— OHa xuBeT Ha ocTpoBe. Jlaneko Ha rore. Mol HazpiBaem ero OctpoBom Ilaykos. Jla, oHa
KOpOJIEBA 3TOM OCTPOBHOU CTpPaHBI.

— A naneko ot 0epera ocTpoB? A TO MEHsI HA MOP€ YKauMBaeT! — 3a4acTui Xemnar, 0nacaschb,
yTto KoHaH 3a1acT HOBBIM BONPOC, U OH, XEIar, NOCICIHUN U3 IJIeMeHn BapmuHa, HE ycneet
MPUHSTH JICATEIIBHOE YYaCTHE B IIEPETOBOPAX.

— OCTpOB HE CIUIIKOM JaJeKO0, — CEpPbE3HO OTBETHJI IMKAaHWH M B3NIsIHYIT Ha KoHaHa,
oxujiast 0oee 00CTOSATETLHBIX BOIIPOCOB.

— OcTpoBHOE TOCYIapCcTBO? 3HAYUT, COCEIU Ballly KOPOJIEBY HE O€CITOKOST?

Ot1o Bompoc, — Aunb-Jlxke3pea TH@TeIpHO MOAOUpaNT CIOBa, — OTBET HA KOTOPBIA MOXKET
PACKpBITh TO, O YEM sI 00sI3aH MOJIYATh. ..
— 3HauuT, COCeNU... — cJienan BbiBoj KoHaH, 0O4EBUIHO, € HYXHA XOpOoIllasi OXpaHa... Uiu

K€ OHa COOUPAETCS BOEBATh. ..

[TpuaBopHBI Mar Moa4an. Tonbko MPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEN HAa COOECETHUKA.

— Jlpyroii Bompoc, — HEBO3MYTUMO mponosnkan KoHan, — modyemy oHa BbIOpasia MeHs?
Otkyna oHa BOOOIIe MEHS 3HAET?

— Kr0 e Ha ocTpoBax, HE 3HAET KanuTaHa AMpy?! — BoCKIUKHYI AJb-J[xe3pe.

Ho, yBuzaeB, 4uTO cupslme 3a COCEJHHMH CTOJMKAMH IOCETUTEIU C JIHOOOMBITCTBOM
00€pHYIUCh, OH MOHU3UJI TOJIOC U MPOIOJIKA MOYTH MIETOTOM:

— YcTaHOBUTH NOAMHHOE UMSI AMpBI [yt MeHd He cocTaBuio Tpyna. ..

— IlonsTHO, — KHMBHY!I KOHaH.

— A KakK Mo-HacTOAIIEMY, Ha KapTax Ha3bIBAETCSA OCTPOB? — BCTPsUT Xenar

— Ero Ha3zBaHme M TOYHOE TeorpauyecKoe MOJOKEHHE MHE TakKXe BEJIeHO Jep)KaThb B
CEKpeTe. ..

— Kak nonro tyna nobuparbscs?

— Ha moux nomaasx, — Mar 4yTh 3aMETHO YCMEXHYJICS, — MBI JIO€JIeM 3a MTh aHei. Ha
BalllMX — MPUIINIOCH ObI €XaTh HE MEHBIIIE TOj1a.

— Hy, TouHo Ha kpato 3emuin! — Xenar CTYKHYJ KYJIaKOM M0 JiexKallel Ha cTosie 6opoJe.

— HWuTepecHble y Tebs Jomanu, — mnpoOypuan KoHaH, moaiauBas BUHA, — BpsJ JIU OHU
MOXOXKH Ha HAIIMX...

— CKopo caM¥ yBUJUTE, — CKa3aJl Mar.

— Ha xako#t cpok TBOs Tocroka cOOMpaeTcst HaC HaHATh? — CIPOCKIT Xenar.

— Hansates ona cobupaercs Konana, — yTOUHMII 10KaHUH, — a Thl, yBa)KaeMblid THOM, KakK s
MIOHSUT TPOCTO HEOOJIBIIION JOBECOK... UTO KacaeTcsi CpOKOB — TO MX HET. bynet pazoBoe 3a1anue.
Kaxk ToJbKO BbI €10 BBIMOJHUTE — MOM KHUBOTHBIE OTBE3YT BaC 0OPATHO.

— Hy 4ro x, Bce scHO... — KoHaH HaxMypujcs: €ro HE IMOKHJAJI0 ONIyIlCHUE
Hajasurarouieiicsa oenpl. OH HEMHOTO ITOMOJIYAJI U JOOAaBUII:

Bor mos neHa. ..




JKuBotHble mpuaBopHOro wMara Aub-Jlxke3pena  oOKa3alauch  KOIIMApHBIMU — TBAapsIMH,
HAallOMUHAKOIMMHA OTPOMHBIX MAyKOB C KpbUIbsiIMU. OHM KONOUIMJIKMCHCh B TEMHOTE, H3JlaBas
OTBpAaTUTENBHOE MOXproKUBaHue. [lewmepa, rue xaHuH OpeayCMOTPUTEIBHO CIIPSTAI «JIOMANECHY,
HaXOAWJIaCh B HECKOJIBKMX Yacax MyTH OT ropoja.

BpyuuB koHelt u BepOmtoga Xemara MOTOHIMKY, KOTOPBIA, HE MEIKas, OTIPaBUICS B
oOparubiii myth, KoHaH Bcien 3a Aunb-/[ke3penoM Bollesl B TEMHYIO memepy. I'Hom octancs
CHApYXXH MOJ OJIaroBUIHBIM MPEJIOTOM Pa3BEeJACHUS KOCTPa U PACIIaKOBBIBAHUSI CEJIETbHBIX CYMOK.
Henb3g ckaszarp, 4TO €ro myrajv 3ByKH, JOHOCSAIMECA W3 «CTOWIa». IIpocto OH He ropen
KEJIAHWEM IMO3HAKOMUTHCS CO CTPAHHBIMU CKAKYHAMH H0KaHWHA, XOTS IOHUMAJ: PaHO UJIH IMO3IHO
MPUAETCS B3STPOMO3IUTHCA UM Ha CIIUHY.

B mnemepe, moka I1ma3a MNpUBBIKAIM K TEeMHOTE, KOHaH cCiplllan yxaHbe, XPIOKaHbE W
MOCKPUIIBIBAHUE, W3JaBaeMOE€ <JIOMAIbMU». Mar rae-to psijioM OOpMOTall JIACKOBBIE CJIOBA M,
BEPOSITHO, MOYECHIBAI )KUBOTHBIX 32 YIIIAMH, €CJIU, KOHEUHO, Y HUX Oblu ynm. [loctenenno Konan
CTall pa3inyarh KOMOIIAIMECS CUJIYIThl KpbUIaThIX TaykoB. [lydku mia3 moOlecKuBajiu HE TO
3]I00HO, HE TO MCIyraHHo. J|JTMHHBIE CycTaBYaThble HOTM HETEPIICIMBO CYUWIIM, 3a/ieBas JAPYr O
Ipyra v Mpou3BOAs KPalHE HEMPUSITHBIC 3BYKH.

— BoT n Hanmm jnomaaku, — JAaCKOBO CKas3all M3 TEMHOTHI AJib-/[>ke3pen, — cMOTpH HeE
Hanyrau nx, Konan. MeimeHHo nooiay v movenm rojaosy. Bot Tyrt.

C tpynom KoHaH paznuuui, r€ MUMEHHO 4YelleT mar. BeIXoawio, 4To TAe-TO Ha caMou
MaKYyIIIKe, Y OCHOBaHHSI MaJieHbKHX POKEK. B370XHYB, KHMMEpHUEI] OCTOPOXKHO TPUOIU3UIICS K
TBapsiM. He Takue yx cTpalHble, CKopee Ja)e 3a0aBHbIe, C HCIyraHHBIM B3IIAI0M. .. [To pasmepam
MEHbIIIe KOHS, 00Jble ocia. O4ueHb MHOTO HOT... WM jar. Ha ciuHe Kpbulbsi, KaK Yy HETOIBIPS MU
npakoHa. CJI0BOM NayKH C KPBUIbSIMH.

Konan notporan poxku. OHM oka3anuch MITkuMu U Oapxaructeimu. [lodecan. U, k cBoemy
YAUBIICHUIO, YCIIBIIIAI TUXOE, JJACKOBOE MYPJIBIKAHbE.

— IlycTh ¥ THOM TTO3HAKOMUTCS CO CBOMM «KOHEM), — 03a004€HHO CKa3all Mar, — WHa4e OH
MOXET UCITYraTbCs HE3HAKOMOIO celloKa... Hy)XHO 3Bars...

— S yxe naBHO 37€Ch, — pa3gayics Toj0c, CIOBHO Obl M3-1T0J KaMHs, — W XemaTr MeJJICHHO

puOTU3HUIICS.
— S u 3a0bU1, KaK THOMBI YMEIOT MOPSTAarbCsi, — paCCMESUICS IMKAHUH, — IOYELId €My
pPOXKH... Bor Tak... Ciaplmimb — OH JOBOJIEH? MypiblUeT, Kak Ballld KOLIKH... 32 3TH POXKKH

Oynere nepxarbcs B motiere... Iloegem, a 3aremM moyieTUM, HOUbIO... OHHM HE JIOOST JTHEBHOIO
CBETA...

JIo TEMHOTBI yCIIENHN KaK CIEIyeT 3aKyCUTh M JaXe MoapeMarb. 3ackinas, KoHaH yyBcTBOBaj
MPUCTAJIBHBIN B3I Mara. IHTEpeCHO, CKOJIBKO OH yCIIeJl y3Harhb... M kcraru, 4eM OHU MUTAIOTCA,
3TH «KOHU»?..

Houb BBIIAIaCh TEMHOW M MpadHOU. TspKEIbIe Ty4d 3aKpbUIX JIYHY, 3BE3/bI €1Ba MEPLAJIHA 3a
JTBIMHOM TIEJIEHOM OBICTPO HECYIIMXCS PBAHBIX O0IAKOB.

Koe-kak ycenucpr Ha maykoB. Xemar BOpYAJI M HEJOBOJIBHO XMbIKaldl. KoHaH monua B3sics 3a
OapxaTHbIE POXKKHU, IPUMOCTHUIICS MOYIO0OHEE.

— OHH OOETyT UJK MOJIETAT? — OH MOY€Cal OCHOBAHUS POXKEK U, KaK T0JIOC CTApOro Apyra,
C YAOBOJIbCTBUEM YCIIBIIIAI HEXXHOE MYPJIIBIKAHBE.

— Bnauane moOeryr, — OTKIMKHYICS Mal, — BaM HYXHO MPUBBIKHYTh... HWHA4Ye, Yero
J100pOTo CBAJIUTECh, — U OH JOOPOAYILIHO PACCMESIICS.

— He Ha Takux e3aunu! — 3aJupruCcTO BOCKIMKHYI Xemnar U TYT K€ CThIJIMBO YMOJK. Komy



OH, MOCJHEAHUN W3 IUJIEMEHHU... MOPOYUT TOJIOBY? DTOT HNPUIABOPHBIM Mar BUJIUT €r0 HACKBO3b!
Bunut, kak oH OouTCs, TPACETCS, KaK CIUPAET y HEro JbIXaHWE MPU OTHON MBICIH O TOM, YTO
HY>KHO OyJIeT JIETeTh Ha dTHX MEP3KHUX MayKax... XOTs, HaJ0 CKa3aTh, OHM OKa3aJIUCh JOBOJBHO
MHJIBIMA JKHBOTHBIMHU... MypibyT... A TO, 4YTO MHOIIA MOXPIOKMBAOT — TaK 3TO OT CTpaxa
nepe] He3HAKOMbIMHU HA€3JHUKAMU. . .

YCIIOKOMBIIMCH, XEMar Kpenye yxBaTwuiicsA 3a POXKKU. M TyT €ro crajo HEMHOIO MOKa4uBarh,
MOTOM TPSICTU — TMayKu oOexanu. B TeMHOTE HEBO3MOXHO ObUIO pa3o0parh, KAKOBa CKOPOCTh UX
oera. Berep Oun B U0, OBITAJICS COpBaTh oAk Y. [[pulimioch BTSHYTH TOJIOBY B IIJICUU U 3aKPBITh
ma3a. OTnyckarh MITKUE POXKKH, YTOOBI INIOTHEE 3allaXHYThCsl, IOYEMY-TO HE XOTEJIOCh.

N3-3a Tyd mokasanach JiyHa, u Xemnar obanzen: [IsTHa JTyHHOTO CBEeTa Ha 3eMJie CIMBAIUCH B
ofHy Pa3MbITyI0 TOpOXKKY — Tayku OeKajld C HEMBICIMMOM MJisi )KMBOTO CYIIECTBAa CKOPOCTHIO!
Her, ma3a mydine 3akpbITh!...

BHeszanmHo Tpsicka mpekparuiach, a 3a COUHON MOCJBIIIAJICS CBUCT KPbUIbeB. ['[HOM momMoTan
roJIOBOM — OHM yxke JieTsT! BeTep Tak 1 HOpoBuMJI cOpocuTh Xemnara HazeMb. CBUCT UyJOBHUIIHBIX
KPBUIbEB pa3pbiBa yii. BOT ecinu He CHUAECTh Ha MAyKe a PUJIEYb, BBITSIHYTHCS, KPEMY€e yXBaTSICh 3a
POXKKII. ..

Tak OHM J€TEeNM CKBO3b HOYb, & BIEPEAHN U YYTh CIE€BAa MEJICHHO PAa3ropajiach 3aps, CJIOBHO
npeaBemnas oeay SspKuM, KPOBaBbIM LIBETOM. ..

Ha nsATyr0o HOYP mayku NPU3EMIIIIMCH MEpel INaBHBIMH BOPOTaMU OTPOMHOIO, XOPOILO
OCBEIIEHHOIO 3aMka. KoHaH HamoclienoK JTACKOBO MOYECall POKKH «CKaKyHa» M IOMOT CJE3Th
Xermary, KOTOPbIM YIUBICHHO MTOKaYUBaal O0OPOJ0M, MBICJICHHO U3MEPSIsl BEICOTY KPETOCTHBIX CTEH.

— DT0 3aMOK Halllell KOpoJIeBbl, — MOsACHWI AJb-J[xke3pen, kak OyATO OHU MOIJIA OIIMOUTHCS
Y IPUJIETETH B IPYTO€ MECTO.

— OTo0 51 yxke noHsu1, — npoBopyai Konasn. Ilayku ¢ ymuBUTEIbHBIM TPOBOPCTBOM YOEKAIH B
TeMHOTY. JKene3Has pemeTka Ha BOPOTax € TPOXOTOM IOAHSJIACH, NpUIIALIAs IPOWUTH IIOA
OTPOMHBIMH P>KaBBIMU 3yOBSIMH.

— CrnenyiiTe 3a MHOM, — KOPOTKO CKa3aj Mar M IMPOKUM IIaroM HampaBuics K OapOakaHy.

3aminesnblie CTEHBI 3aMKa Mopakall BRICOTON M MOIIbIO. BepImHbI yIOBbIX OallleH TEPSUIUCH B
TEMHOTE, HECMOTpPs Ha TO, YTO IMOBCIOAY TOpPEIU OTPOMHBIC, CMOJsIHbIE (akenbl. 3a CTEHOU
IPOMO3IUINCH OOBIYHBIE 3aMKOBBIE MOCTPOMKH, a MOCPEAH, MOAOOHO TPOMATHOMY CKaJIUCTOMY
IJIATO, BO3BBIIIATIACH [TUTAEb.

[Iponmm Mo IJIOXO OCBEIIEHHOMY JIBOPHUKY, HECKOJBKO DPa3 HBIPSUIM B JUIMHHBIE HU3KHE
ctpoeHus, noka Konan ¢ XemaroM BKOHEIl HE 3amyranuch. OYEBUIHO, 3TO U SBISUIOCH LIEIBIO
CTOJIb JUIMHHOTO mepexofa. HakoHel, coBceM yX B TEMHOTE, MPOTUCHYINCh B KaKYyKO-TO IIEIb U
OYYTHJIACH B CBATAs CBATHIX KOposieBbl OcTpoBa [laykoB — BHYTpH nuUTaAENH.

— KoponeBa nmpumer Bac yrpoM, a IMOKa MOXETE€ OTAOXHYTh B OTBEACHHBIX IOKOSIX, —
CKOPOTOBOpKOM TmpousHec Anb-Jlxe3pen u, nopyunB Konana u Xermnara 3a00otam yrproMoro CiyrH,
TOPOTIMBO CKPBLICA B Y3KOM OOKOBOM IPOXO/IE.

Cnyra, mocie IJIUTEIbHBIX MEPEXONOB IO KOPUAOpPAM M JIECTHHUIAM, MPUBEI JAPY3€ll B
MAaJIEHbKYIO TEMHYIO KOMOPKY, IZI€ C TPYIOM IMOMEIAIIUCH JIBE Y3KHUX JICHKAHKHU.

— He cnumkoM 1ackoBO BCTpeyaeT TOCTEl KOposieBa 3TOT0 OCTpoBa, — MpoOypuan KoHaH,
YKJIaJbIBAsICh, — MOCMOTPHUM, YTO OYyZIET 3aBTpa...

Haytpo, BMecTO XMyporo ciayrv, B KaMOPKY BIOPXHYJIU JIBE MOJIObIE PaObIHM W MOMOTIU
Apy3bsiM ofieThesa. KoHaH oqoOpuTensHO MOTpenan JIEBYIIKY MO IeKe, a Xenar HUICMHYI «CBOIOY
MTOHUKE CITUHBI.



B xopomeM HacTpoeHHUM ApPY3bs MPOLICCTBOBAIX B 3all npueMa. Ha 30510TOM, yKpalmeHHOM
JparolieHHBIMU KaMHSMH TPOHE CHJIEIa KOpOJieBa — MaJIeHbKasi CMOPILCHHAS U, TTO-BUTY, 3T00HAs
ctapyxa. Psagom, B cBOOOIHOI 1MO3€, HEOPEKHO OMEPIIMCh O TPOH, CTOSJI MPUIBOPHBIA Mar AJib-
Jlxe3pen.

Xemar, MOYEMY-TO CYMTAaBIIMM, YTO KopojeBa oO0s3aTeabHO JOJKHA ObITh MOJOAOU
KpacaBUIIEW, IPUYHBUI U BTSIHYII TOJIOBY B IUIEYM. KOHAH CIIOKOMHO U € IOCTOMHCTBOM ITOKJIOHUJICS.
CnoxBaTuBIIMCh THOM TAK>K€ OTBECHJI HU3KUM MOKJIOH.

Crapyxa Brimutace B KoHaHa ropAnimmMy miazaMmu.

— Thl UMEHHO Takoll, KakuM MHe TeOs omuchiBaau! OrpoMHBIM BOWH-BapBap, KpacaBel U
repoii! f pazpemaro NogoiNTH U MOUETOBAaTh MHE PYKY.

KoHnan, coxpaHsss Ha JuIlEe CIHOKOMHOE, HEBO3MYTUMOE U, HACKOJBKO BO3MOXHO, YYTHUBOE
BBIPAXKEHUE, IMPOKUM MIArOM MOMOIIEN K CTapyxe, OIMYCTHJICS Ha ONHO KOJIEHO M MPUKOCHYICS
ry0aMu K CyXoi, MOPILIMHUCTON pYKe.

KoponeBa u mar BHUMareabHO HaOMOAaIM 3a peakuueid kummepuiina. Konan Hazgescs, 4to
CyMeJll MOIIyOXe 3ampsATarb UCTUHHBIE YYBCTBA, OCTABUB Ha JIMIIE TOJIBKO HEBO3MYTHMYIO
YYTUBOCTb.

B stor MoMenT Xemar u3nan Xpuiioe kapkanbe. KoHaH MTHOBEHHO OOEpHYICH, MOJIOXKHUB
PYKYy Ha pPYKOATh Meya. Hepe3 BECh TPOHHBIM 3a1 MEIJICHHO II0Ji3j1a OrpoMHast 3mes. Ee
OTJIIMBAIOIIEE METAJIJIOM TEJI0, TOJIIMHON C XOpOIMi OOYOHOK, OTBPATUTEIBHO MYIHCHPOBAJIO.
MaccuBHas IIOCKas rojoBa packauvBajach B TaKT JBHXKEHHIO. Hemuraronme yepHble Iasa,
BEJIMYMHON C IUIONIKH, HECTEpNHUMO OnecTeiau. XBOCT TaJuHbI BCE €LIE CKPBHIBAICS B KPYIIIOM
OTBEPCTHUM, HAXOIAIIEMCS B JaJIbHEM YIUIy 3ajla, & HEMPECTAHHO BBICOBBIBAIOIIMICS PAa3IBOCHHBIN
A3BIK YK€ MOoYTH Kacaiicst Hor Konana.

Kummepuen caepxall HHCTUHKTUBHBIN MMOPHIB BBIXBATUTh M€Y — KPAaEeM I71a3a OH 3aMETHUIL: 3a
€ro JEMCTBUSAMU BHUMATEIbHO HaOMIOAA0T KopoJieBa U mar. Yto 31o? [IpoBepka? B TpoHHOM 3aine
HE MOTYT BOIUTHCS JUKHE 3MEH, CIIEIOBATeNIbHO, 3Ta TBAph — pPYy4YHasi, CKOpee BCETO, JTIOOMMHUIIA
0e300pa3Hoil cTapyXu-KOposieBbl. BCmOMHMINCEH KpbUiaThie mayku. Bo3MOXXHO, HA OCTpOBE HHBIC
JOMAIHUE KUBOTHBIE, HEXKEU B OCTATbHOM MUPE.

— BBl puckyeTe XHM3HBIO CBOEW JIOOMMUIIBI, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — CIIOKOHMHO CKazall
KonaH, — s MOr ucnyrarbcsi U OTpyOUTb € TOJIOBY.
— Ho 1Bl He ucnyraics... — KOpoJieBa, Ka3ajlocCh, OblJIa HECKOJBKO pa304apoBaHa, — 3TO

['matis, OHA KUBET B 3aMKE CO JHS €10 OCHOBAHHUS. .. [ [pUXOIUTCA €€ CBITHO KOPMUTh, HHAYE. ..

Konan kuBHyn. Xenar, mOIOHJs K JApPYry, BHUMAreJIbHO HAOMIOAAQ, KaK OTPOMHAs TBaph
MEJICHHO CBHBAET KOJIbIIA BOKPYT TpoHA. Asb-J[xke3pea AEMOHCTPATUBHO MOMIAIUI PENTUIUIO IO
MJIOCKOM TrosoBe. JIMMHHBIA pa3ABOCHHBIA SI3bIK TOJIIMHOM B PYKYy HECKOJBKO pa3 OOBHII €ro
MAJIBLIBL.

— Thsl momxeH moMoub MHE, KoHaH, — cTapyxa NpUCTyNWJIa, HAKOHEI, K AeIy, — MOW Mar
CKa3aJl, KaKyl LIEHY Thl 3alpocui. S comiacHa, Kak OH W TOBOPHJI, YBEJIMYUTH €€ BIBOE. A BOT
’KaJIOBAaHUE TBOEMY OPYKEHOCILY. ..

Xemnar BOMHCTBEHHO BBIISTHI OOpOy U HAOpall B rpynb Bo3ayxy. KopoiieBa ckpuBuiiach, Oyiro
IJIOTHYJIA IPOKKUCIIETO BUHA.

— JlagHo, mycTh Bce OyaIeT Tak, Kak BaM moooerman Ajb-Jlxe3pe/.

['"HOM LIYMHO BBIIOXHY/I, TAK HUYETO U HE CKa3aB. KOHaH BHUMATEIIbHO TOCMOTPEI Ha CTapyXYy.
A Bedb €e HOC U MOAOOPOIOK MEUTAIOT BCTPETUTHCS, MOAYMall OH, CEJble KOCMbl — KaK UX HE
pacyuechiBall — BBINISAAT HE JY4YIIE MAKIA. A CMOPUICHHOE TEJIO MOXMKE HA MCCOXUIYIO IUIOTh



MYMHH.
MBICIIEHHO OTOMCTHUB, TaKUM 00pa3oM, KOpOJIEBE 3a HE CIUILIKOM JIACKOBBIA MPUEM, BCIYX OH
cKa3all:
— MBI TOTOBBI BBICTYIIATh 3a/1aHUE.
— Xopo1io, — mponiaMkasa cTapyxa, moKeBaB ryoaMmu, — CIIyILIAulTe. . .

— He 1o HyTpy MHE 3TO opydeHue, — BopUa Xenar, ycakKuBasiCh HA MayKa.

— Mmue Toxe, — KoHaH modecan CBOEMY «KOHIO» POXKH M C YIOBOJBCTBHUEM YCIIBIIIAI
MATKOE€ MYpJIbIKaHbE, — BHauaje pazOepemcs, uTo K ueMy... [IpukuHemMcs HaeMHHMKaMH, Kak U
COBETOBAJa KOPOJIEBA, & YK TaM IIOCMOTPUM. ..

Ha ceit pa3 B poiv rWja ¥ NOTOHIIMKA JKUBOTHBIX BBICTYNAJ OIWH W3 IOMOIIHUKOB AJb-
Jxe3pena — MOIMYaIUBBIA IOHOIIA C PACKOCBIMU IVa3aMU. B ero nmpucyrcTBuUu NPUXOAUIIOCH
coONIIOIaTh OCTOPOKHOCTD, TAK KaK OH, KOHEYHO K€, MOJyYuJI 3aJJaHUE CIIYIIATh U 3alIOMUHATb. ..

[lociie mpuema B TPOHHOM 3aji€ JAPY3€Hd CBHITHO HAKOPMMWJIM M OTBEIU OTABIXaTb B YXKeE
3HAKOMYIO KaMOPKY.

Beuepom mpumen Anb-J[>ke3pen, ere pa3 MOBTOPUI JeTalu pa3pabOTaHHOTO KOPOJICBOU
IJIaHA, HAIlOMHUJI O WLIEAPOM BO3HATPAXKICHUM M IIPEICTABUI IOTOHIIMKA IIayKOB — CBOEIO
YYEHUKA U MOMOIIHKUKA 110 UMEHU A3UH(.

C nacrymnennem Houu Konana m Xemara mpoBeNM W3BWIIMCTBIMU, TAUHBIMH IYTSMH U3
UTA/eNIM B HEOONBIIOW BHYTPEHHUM TBOPHK.

Otcrofga OHM JOJ>KHBI ObUTM BBUIETETh HA JAPYIOM KOHEL OCTPOBA, IJ€ BHICAINUIIACH C apMHEN
HAaeMHUKOB 3Be3/1Has Beapma, Meuraroiias 3al10IyduTh TPOH U OOraTrcTBa CTapoil KOPOJIEBBI.

— Yro xe 510 3a 3Be3mHas Bempma Takas? — OoOpMOTan THOM, yIOOHEE yCaKMBAasiCh Ha
CIIMHE IayKa.

KonaH npomoiryai, a IOroHIMK HEOXKUTAHHO CKa3al:

— Ilo cayxam, oHa mipekpacHa, Kak roHas nepu! Bam Oynert Henerko ee youTb. ..

— Ho BHauase, Kak nmpuKasaia KOpoJjeBa, HAaM HY)KHO BOMTH K HEW B IOBEpHUE U BO3IIIABUTH

apmuto, — KoHaH ycMexHylcsl, — He Tak-TO IMPOCTO 3TO CJeNarb: Y Hee, KOHEYHO €, €CTh CBOU
reHepabl. . .

— Te0s, Konan, oHa 00s3aTebHO MOCTABUT BO INIABE APMHH... — IOTOHIIMK 3araJo4yHo
VIIBIOHYIICSL.

[layku HETepmenuBO TONTAIWCh, MeUTas MOCKOpee BhIOpaThCcs W3 HEOOJBIIOT0 MOIIEHOTO
JIBOpHKa Ha rpocTop. Hakoner, mpoOexan Mmoj1 p>kaBoi pelieTKoi, OHU B3MBUIH K 3BE3/1aM.

OdepenHON HOYHOW TOJIET, KAK M pPaHbLIE, COMPOBOXKIAICS CBUCTOM KpBUIBEB, BETPOM,
ObIOIMM B JIMII0, W OILyIIEHUEM HEBEPOATHOW CBOOOABI. Xemar pacrneBajl JOOUMYIO MECHIO
THOMOB 11apcTBa BapMuHa.

KoHan, 3ampokWHyB TOJOBY, CMOTpPEI Ha 3B€3[bl — TMPHU3BIBHO IMOAMUTHBAIOLIKE,
MPpOOYXK/IAI0IME HEMOHSATHYIO, MOYTH JIETCKYI0 TOCKY HE TO MO JOMY, HE TO MO HEAOCTHXXUMOMY
OMcTaroIIeMy IapcTBy OOTOB.

Ho ocTpoB Obu1 HEBenWK, M TMayKH CKOPO OIMYCTHJIMCH, MEpEelrid Ha Oer, a 3aTeéM U BOBCE
ocTaHOBWINCH. KOHaH moueMy-To ObUT YBEpPEH, YTO OHH, TaK ke, KaKk U OH, HEJIOBOJIbHBI KOPOTKUM
nonetoM... He panm pasBepHyTbcs OeaHbIM KUBOTHbIM! He mo3BoiMiiM B MOJHOW Mepe



HACJIAAATHCI CBOOOIOIA. ..

[ToroHnMK yBeNl «CKaKyHOB» B Ommkaiiiiyto memepy, a Konan ¢ Xemarom mnpuieriv Mo
IEPEBOM, PELIUB JOXKIAThCS paCCBETA.

YTpom, B3BaJIMB Ha NJIEYH KOTOMKH, APY3bsl IBUHYIMChH B HAITPABJICHHUU Jareps 3aXBaT4nuKoOB.

— CTpaHHO... — 3aMeTHJI THOM, — IO4YeMY OH, 3TOT XUTpPhI A3uH(, yBepeH, UTO OHa TeOs
00s13aTebHO ClIeNIaeT reHepaIom?

KoHnan, HaxMypuBIIMCH, TPEATOTOKHIII:

— BO3MOXXHO, MBI C HE BCTPECUAJIMCH PAHBIIE. ..

— MoskeT, 9T0 prDKas pa30oiHHIIa, 0 KOTOPOH Thl pacckaswsiBan? Kak ee?.. Peokuit Sctped?

Konan nmonro momyan. HegoBOMbHO KOCWIICS Ha CEMEHMAIIEIO psAaoM Xemara, HE K MeECTy
BCIIOMHUBIIIETO CTapyl0 HUCTOpPHUIO. ['HOM, YyBCTBYS HETEpPIEHHE Ipyra, MOYTH Oexasl, 4acTo
CIOTBIKAJICS. O HOPKU CYPKOB, HECKOJIBKO pa3 majaa W ObLI Yy caMOM 3eMJIM IMOIXBaY€H MOIIHOM
PYKOU KMMMepUMLa.

— He nonxoaut peokeil mpo3Buie 3Be3nHas Benbma... — ckazan oH ckopee cebe, uyem
Xemnary, — 3T0, BO3MOXHO, toionuio Obl... H-ma... Hy, nocmoTtpum...

OcCTpOB rycTO MOPOC JIECOM, U TPONHHKA, HA KOTOPYK) YTPOM BCTYIHJIU JPYy3bs, BECEIO
nemnsiia cpenu aepeBbeB. Kockle yun cosHIla, TpoOMBarOIMECs CKBO3b KPOHBI, pa30ynuiid Apual,
TEHU KOTOPBIX TO U JAEJIO0 MEJIbKAIHU B T'yCTOU JIUCTBE.

HNuoraa kaszaiock, 4TO BOEpPEaH, HA TPOME, B OKHUAAHUU TPEMEHeT CTPOHOE, OOHAXEHHOE
TEJO0 MOJOAOW JIECHOW HUM(QBI, HO BCAKMH pa3 3TO OKa3bIBAJIOChH OOMaHOM. A MOXET, Jpuaja
ycrieBajia MpeBPaTUTHCS B HEOOJIBIIOE IEPEBO WU U3SIIHYIO, THOKYIO JTHaHy?

Bckope BbIUiM K HEOONBINON peuke, Ha U3JIyYUHE KOTOPOH pacmoJIOKUIACh JIarepeM apMUs
HAEMHUKOB.

— Tyt nomxHBI ObITH YacoBble... — KoHaH omisijien Onuxaiiime KycThl, — HAc 3aJiep>Kar u
MPOBOJIAT K ATOW CaMOM... 3BE3/IHOM. ..

[lo BeTkaM ckakaiu OeNKU, TETU MNTHULBI, PaAyiCh HOBOMY JIHIO, TJIe-TO BIQJIM CIBIIIAJICS
3BepUHBIN pHIK. YacOBBIX HE OBLIO.

— OHu elle He MPOCHYIUCH, — 3aXUXUKAJl THOM.

CBHCTHYA CTpEJia U BOH3WIACH B 3€MJIO Y €10 HOT.

— Croit cnokoiiHO, — KoHaH MoAHsII pyKy B 3HaK TOTO, UTO MPUILEN C MUPOM.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUM Jpy3bsi OBUIM OKPYKEHBI JECSITKOM BOOPYXEHHBIX JIOIEH.
VYkpallleHHbIE IpaMaMy TJIaJIKO BEIOPUTHIE JIMIla HAEMHUKOB, 3BEpCKHUE OOponarbie (PU3MOHOMUU
JIECOBUKOB, XMYpPbIe YEPHOKO)KHE JIMIA C BBIBEPHYTHIMU T'yOaMU W Pa3pUCOBAHHBIMH IIEKaMU,
KOTIbS, JTYKH, MEUH, TOTIOPHL... ApMmusi BenbMbl cocTosmna u3 pasHoro copoza.

— Kro Takue u kyna uaere? — cnpocui rpyoblit Tosoc.

— Haemuuku ¢ CeBepa, — cniokoiiHO oTBeTwi1 KoHaH, uIa ma3aMu 3aJaBILETO BOIIPOC, —
CJIBILLIATN, YTO TOTOBUTCS CIABHBIA IIOXOJI, XOpOIlas IMOXKHUBA. . .
— A 3TOT, — OIpOMHBIA YEPHOKOKHN BOMH TKHYI KOIIBEM B CTOPOHY Xemara, — TOXE

HaeMHUK? YacTo 1u ero HanuMmarot? U misa gero?!

Heckonbko rpy00OBaThIX CMEIIKOB B30€CUIIA THOMA.

— A TBI, OonbImas 00€3bsiHA, TTOMOJTYH! — BBIKPUKHYJI OH M JABYMS PyYKaMH OTTONBIPHII
HIDKHIOIO TyOy TaK, YTO OHA MOYTH KOCHYIACh TPY/IH.

Ha muHyTy Bollapuiach yauBJIeHHas THIIMHA, 3aT€M HETP 3apeBell pacCePKEHHBIM OBIKOM M
OpoCuJI KOTbe, LEJSICh JEP3KOMY THOMY B IPY/Ib.

CpuctHyn Med KoHaHa, W kKombe ymajo K HoraM Xernara B BUJIe JAByX MOJOBHHOK. Coarhl



BMHT 00pa30Baju KPyT, B IIEHTPE KOTOPOTO OKAa3aJMCh, OCIICHO BPAIAIOIIMH TJIa3aMu HETp, Xernar
u KonaH.

Herp notpsic pykoii ¢ pacTONbIpEeHHBIMH TaJbIIaMH, U KTO-TO U3 TOBApHUIIEH OPOCUIT EMY MeY.
YepHOKOKMI BOWH PagoOCTHO 3aBbUl U KUHYICA Ha KoHana. Ho udepe3 MruoBeHue pacTepsiHHO
CMOTpeJl Ha 00JIOMOK Meua B pyke. OnsiTh MOBEPHYIICS K TOBapHINAM, U Ha ceil pa3 emy OpocCHIH
Torop. TsKeJeHHbIN KYCOK JKejie3a Ha JyOOBOM, OKOBAaHHON MEJbI0 PYKOSTKE.

Ouryiass TpUSTHYIO, HAJIC)KHYIO TSKECTh TPO3HOTO OPYXHUs, HErp paccmesuics. C peldaHHEM
pa3sMaxHylCs U... pa304apOBaHHO OIYCTHJI PyKH. TspKeCTh BAPYr ucuesna. Tormop Bajsics y ero Hor
a B KUCTHU OCTAJICA KaJTKUH 00pYyOOK PYKOSITKH.

— Takolt OBICTPOTHI 5 elie He BUAEN! — BOCKIHMKHYI OJUH W3 HAEMHUKOB, [0 BU]y IJIABHBIN
Ha 3TOM MOCTYy, — BIoXXyr B HOXXHBI M€Y, Tepoil, Thl HaM MepesioMaeib Bce opyxkue! M 1o6po
MOKAJIOBATh B HAITy apMHUIO!

[Ton omoOputenbHOE BopuaHue coigar Konan cmopsitanm med, a Xemar HE3aMEeTHO CYHYI B
HOXXHBI (PaMUJIBHBIN KHMHKAJL.

Oo6ctanoBka pazpsauinachk. [locasimancs cmex, mryrku. Herp xkayan rojioBod ¥ MaccupoBai
KuCTh. OJIUH U3 HAEMHUKOB YIPYYEHHO JIepKaj B pykax oOJIOMKH Meya.,

— Ilepekanunu, — OOpMOTan OH, — HEyMeJbIe rope-Ky3Helbl! Xopolo, 4To s HE ycIel
MOWTHU B 00U C TUM MEUOM...

[IBeTHOI marep 3Be3aHON BeabMbl BO3BBINAJICS CPEAM MOXOAHBIX MajJaTOK HAEMHHMKOB, Kak
ropa cpenu xoaMoB. [lociie kopotkoro noknana Konana npoBeiid BHYTPb.

B okpyxeHuu CypoBOro BHJa T€HEpPAJOB CTOsUIa CTpOIHAs KpacaBulla C HEOPEKHO
pa3OpoCaHHBIMH TIO TIEYaM UCCUHS-YEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMH U OJI€CTAIMMMHU, CMEIOIMMHUCS TTIa3aMHu.

— Kpom! — Bckpuuan Konan. — $ Tak u gyman, 4TO 3TO OKaXKEIIbCS Thi!

['eHepasbl YIMBICHHO MEPETIHYIUCH. DTOT Opossira OIM3K0 3HAKOM C TOCITOKOM ?!

Benpma cnenana mar M BHE3almHO odyTwiach psagom. llomiaauna miagko BBIOPUTHIE ILEKU
Konana, IlonbITanacek pa3miaiuTs MOPIIMHBI Ha JIOY. ..

— Tor Beap He 3a0bul cBOO MTumiuio, mpaBna? — B YEPHBIX IVIa3axX >KEHIMHBI 3allpbIraliv
3HAKOMBIE J10 OOJIM YEPTHUKHU.

— Ilonoxxau, Bo UMs Bcex 00roB! MeHs BeJib HaHSIIU YOUTH TeOs!..

— 41 3Har0, — NMpPOMYypIbIKAIA )KEHIIMHA, — 3HAK0... Y MEHS XOpPOIIME OCBEIOMUTEIIH.

3arem, clieTka OTCTPAHUBIIMCh, BHUMATEIBHO MMOCMOTpPENA Ha CMYIIEHHOTO OOTaThIpsl.

— Tak Tl HAMEpEH BBITOJIHUTD 3Ty PadoTY, U T€OST MOXKHO TIEPEKYIUThH?

— Tenepsp s B 11000M ciaydyae Ha TBoed ctopoHe... Ho ecnu mepexynuimns — 3TO OyaeT elle
nyuaie, — KoHaH ycMeXHYJICs, — M CKaXKu — 3a4eM TeOe MOoHaJ00UIICs 3TOT OCTPOB?

Heno He B ocTpoBe, Konan. § y3Hana, 4To 3TOT 3aMOK, IJIe CHUAUT CTapas Kapra, paHbIle

npuHaIexan MmoeMy otmy. Jla, — mpomomkana UTtumms rpycTHO, — S TPOUCXOXKY M3 BEChMa
3HaTHOTO pofa. Kapra XuTpocThio 3aBiazena 3aMKOM, a €T0 MPEKHUX X0351€B U UX JETeH Mpoaaia B
pabCTBO. ..

JInmmo Konana nmoreMHesI0.
— Knsnyce, oHa 3amiatut 3a 3To! S momMory Tebe 3aXBaTUTh [IUTA/ICIIb.
TBosi oMol TTOHAJAOOUTCS MO3Ke. 3aXBaTUTh 3aMOK HE COCTAaBUT Tpylda — BOpPOTa HaM



OTKPOIOT: Y MEHSI TOBCIOAY APY3bAl. ..
Urnnua 3amonuana, 1 KoHaH MOHsUI, YTO OHA HE XOYET TOBOPUTH JIMIIHETO B MPUCYTCTBUU

CBOUX T€HEPAJIOB.
— B TeMHBIX TaOMpUHTaX 3aMKa €CTh CEKPEThl, KOTOPHIE MbI JOJKHBI pa3rajiarh...
— IlonstHo... — xuBHY1 KoHaH; — moiijeT no nena — pasrajaeM. A moka He Xodellb Jin

YBUAETH CTAPOro Apyra? Ou, MO30BUTE croaa Xenara!

— Iloka Bce uaeT 1o miany KOpoJieBbl — s BOIIEd K TeOe B JOBEpUE W BO3IVIABUII apMUI0, —
pacxoxotascsi Konan nmocine Toro, kak Mtuius npeacraBuiia ero 00ecKypakeHHBIM reHepajaM Kak
HOBOIO KOMAaHJIIYIOUIETO. YMYIPEHHBIE TOaMU M CEAUHAMHU TE€HEpasbl YIAIHINCh NEPEBAPHUBATH
CTPAaHHOE HAa3HAYEHHE TMTaHTa-BapBapa Ha CTOJb OTBETCTBEHHBIN MOCT, a Konan, Utnims n Xenar
CEJIM, HAKOHEIL, 32 CTOJI.

— He cwmeiica. Crapas kapra odeHb xutpa. OHa 3Hana, 4TO MBI 3HAKOMbI, OHA TOYHO
paccuuTana, 4to s Ha3Hady Te0sd KOMaHAyroUMM. .. M, KoHeYHO, OHa TIOHsIa, YTO ThI IEpeiaeib Ha
MOIO CTOPOHY... TyT Kakas-To XuTpocTh, KoHaH...

— A MOXeT, OHa pacCUMThIBaJla Ha €ro >KaJHOCTh? — MpolaMKan Xemar ¢ HaOUThIM
pTOM. — XOTb U 3HAKOMBI, HO TYT TaKU€ JE€HbIU!..

— W, nymaemus, oHa He JOIMYyCKalla MBICIIH, YTO s MOTY MEPEKYIUTh repos? — YIbIOHYIach
Nrunus. — Eit Benp u3BectHO 0 MoeM OorarctBe! Het, HeT... OHa Bce paccunTania 3apaHee!..

— He npunuceBaemp a1 Tl CTApON KOPOJIEBE CIMIIKOM MHOTO ymMa? MOXET, OHa ImpOCTO
XBaTaJIach 3a COJOMUHKY? Jlymas, 4TO OTPOMHBIE AEHBI'M BCE-TAKHU CIEIAIOT CBOE JE0?..

— He HaszbiBail ee koposieBor! — Bckpuuana Urumns. — Ona — y3ypnarop! OHa mpocTto
xuTpas kapra! Sl MeuTaro, 4ToObI OHA )KMBOM IoMnana MHE B pyKu!..

— 3HAUUT, HACTOSAIIAS] KOPOJEBAa — ThI? — XeIar ¢ MOYTEHUEM YCTaBUJICA Ha JKEHIIMHY. —
HNmena takoit u 10mkHA OBITH KOpoJieBa! A TO s CMOTPIO. ..

— Jla, g xopoJieBa 1o poXACHUIO. .. Eciu, KOHEYHO, HET B )KUBBIX HUKOTO U3 MOUX OpaTheB...
Hac 65110 cemepo. Lllects OparbeB u 4. ..

— Ecim kopone... rM, cTapas Kapra Tak XUTpa — B YEM K€ €€ pacdeT? — BEPHYJICSA K TEME
KonaH.

— He 3Har0... Jlaxe He MOTY IPEANOIOKUTS. .. — WUTHIus 10calIuBo NomKaia ryOKH.

3areM Mokasajia Ha KJIEBaBILETO HOCOM, U3PSATHO 3aXMEJIEBIIEr0 Xerara:

— S mpukaszama pa3OuTh eMy Mmanarky HeBIajieke OT MOeH... Hamled... OTHecH ero u
BO3Bpallancs Ko Mue!

— Crnymaroch, Most KopoJieBa! — rapkHya KoHaH u, B3BaJMB Ha IJIE40 THOMA, TPEYBETUYEHHO
TBEP/IBIM [IarOM BBILIEIT U3 1IATPA.

— Konan, — 3abopmoran Bapyr Xenar, — KonaH, 3Haelb, KOTAa MPOXUBEIIb JOCTATOYHO
JIOJITO. .. MUpP HamoJiHsAeTcsa npuspakamu!.. Ouu noscroay! Ouun — B Hac, Konan... [Ipexnae Bcero B
Hac!.. Tlouemy, mouemy MHE BC€ BpeMs BCIOMHUHAaeTcia Mo mo3op? Ilouemy HE BCIIIBIBAIOT
MoMeHTHI TpuyMda? Benp Obimu u Takue MmuHyThl! beutn! Her... [puspaku... [Ipuspaku, Konan,
3TO HE MOJYNpo3padHbie PUTypsl, MbBylnMe B Houn!.. Her... D10 Hama nmamsTs!..

Konan onyctun Xenara Ha TpaBy, HE JIoHecd N0 namarku. CimoBa rHoma motpsciaud ero. OH
CIMIIKOM MHOTO BbIuj? Yy BUHO MOMOITIO €EMY YTO-TO MOHSTH?..



— Ilpuspaku, Konan, — 5To Hama mamsTh!.. — MOpomoJDKal B 3a0bIThHM Xemar, — Halla
O0onpHas mamath!.. Hama nyma, 6exnas, usmydennas ayma! [Ipuspaku Bokpyr! OmsiHucs! Passe,
[JISTHYB Ha TIPUTOPOK, Thl HE BCIIOMHUHACIIb T€X, KOTO YOUII Ha TakoM ke mpuropke?! Pa3zse ux aynm
He TpeBoxkar Tebs, Konan? A mpuspaku Moux OparbeB?.. OHu — co MHOH... [locTtossHHO cO
MHOM... Kak u Tex — BoJoOcCaThX, JIMHHOPYKUX 00€3bsH... Ckronbkux s youn? 3auem? Ilouemy
KUBbIE cyliecTBa youBatoT napyr apyra?! Passe mamo um mecrta Ha 3emue?! OreTh, Konaw,
OTBETH!!

KonaH cmylilieHHO TpoOOpMOTaUt:

— S He 3Hato... Tak moBenocs... Tak ObUIO Beera. ..

— VYOuts!.. D10 mpome Bcero! Camoe mpocToe s TOrO, YTOOBI 3aBIAJETh UYKUM
OorarcTBOM, 3aMKOM, MUMYIIECTBOM... YOUTh — H 3a0parb! [opa3mo mpoine, 4eM MOCTPOUTH,
HaWTH, BEIPACTHUTh. ..

Kummepuenn moiiua BHUMAa TopsuyedHOMY Opedy mbsHoro rHoma. bpemy?.. OH 3amaet
BOIIPOCHI, Ha KOTOPbIE HUKTO HUKOT/Ia HE CyMEET OTBETUTh... Jlaxe yepe3 MHOIO ThICSY JIET. ..

— Bce cymectBa — J10/Id, THOMBI, BOJIKH, IIAKaJIbl, OJICHU... — BCE COMUBAIOTCS B cTaum! —
menTtan Xemnar, — nodemy? B crae mpomie BebkUTE... Ho B 3TOM ke cTae €CTh Takue TBapH, 4TO
HaYMHACIIb MeuTaTh 00 omuHOKOM *)u3Hu!.. OquH... B mecy... B memepax... Oqua — 6e3 crau! Ho
Tak He ObIBaeT... Bce BBDKMIIM TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO COMIIMCH B cTaro... Ho mpuspaku... He AarOT
VM. .. CIIOKOMHO XHTb...

Xermar oTKpbUI I1a3a — Onectaime u 3arymaneHnble. CxBarui Konana 3a pyky, cxkai. ..

— Ckaxu, Konan, Te0s He nipeciielyeT namsTh, MpU3paKu?

— Cnu... i otHecy Tebs... — KoHaH MomHsuI BHOBb 3aCHYBILETO Xemara M, CTapasch He
CJIMIIKOM €TO TPSICTH, OEPEKHO MOHEC B MaaTKy.

Anb-J[>ke3pes; TpoCHYJICS B IUIOXOM HacTpoeHuu! U C TOJIOBHOM Ooinibto. Bcro HOub, B
MYYHUTEIBHOM IOJYCHE, OH NBITAJCS pa3rajarb 3aMbICENl CBOEH TOCIOXKHU. 3a4EM XUTpasl cTapyxa
BeJIeJIa HAWTH 3TOro BapBapa? SICHO, 4YTO OH nepenieT Ha CTOpoHy BeabMbl... [[J1s yero 3To e —
KopoJieBe?! DTOT KMMMepHell — OTIMYHBIM BOMH. 3adyeM ke ycuiuBark conepHuiy?! Haneercs,
4TO OHHU, oOO0Najzas KaxAbld HE3aBUCUMBIM XapakTepoMm, moccopsarcsa? Crabas Hazaexnia...
[TombITaercs kak-To nmoBIuATh Ha KoHaHa korma oH BcraHeT Bo miaBe apmumn? Ho kak?

W tyr mpunBopHOTro Mara O6pocusio B kap. Beap oHa — XuTpas u HauBHAs cTapyxa, CBSTO
Bepslas! B KOJJOBCTBO, MOXKET Jarb TaKO€ 3aJjaHHE eMy — Belnkomy mary Aub-J[ke3pemy! A
CTOMJIO KOMY-TO M3 CJIYI HE BBIIOJHUTH 3afaHue!.. DTa ee OTBparuTeIbHAs 3Mes BEYHO rojioaHa!
N3-3a monsyyel rajgMHbl, OH CTaJl HEHABUJETh MpekpacHoe uMmsi — [naiis. Korma-to y Hero Oblia
paObIHS ¢ TakuM uMeHeM... HexHas u uyBcTBUTenbHas! Terneph ke maMsTh IMOKa3bIBaE€T HE
coOJIa3HUTENIbHBIEC N3THOBI TENA JIEBYIIKH, 3 MEP3KHE KOJIbla TUTAHTCKOU 3Men!..

HanBHasg Bepa cTapyxd B Marvio IO3BOJMJIA JIETKO 3aMOPOYNATH €M TOJOBY ABYMS-TPEMS
oObryHBIMU (okycamu... Crarb npujaBopHbiM Mmarom! Ho Hactosiast marus!.. Anb-/[xe3pen
noexuiucs. Hacrodmas, oHa, KOHEYHO, CYHIECTBYET... lne-To... Bce mpuaBOpHBIE KOJIYHBI,
KOTOPBIX OH 3HAJI — OBUIM YUCTeHIneil Bombl mapiaraHnamu! Kak u ero orer, u oTel ero otua...
Onu Obutn TIpocTO PoKycHHKaMU... VI BOT Temepp crapyxa MOXKET MOTpeOOBaTh BO3EHCTBOBATH
Marvei Ha 3TOro ruraHTa-BapBapa!



Anp-Jl>e3pen cxkan Cyxue JIaJIOHHM, YYBCTBYS MEXIY NAJbBIEB XOJIOA. MBICIH MOHECIUCH
BCKaub. [IpuIBOpHBINA Mar BCKOYMJI U B BOJIHEHUHU 3a0erai 1Mo KOMHare. 3aKI0YUTh TalHbI MUD C
Konanom u Benpmoii? Otnars UM 3aMOK, COXpAaHHMB 32 COOOW BBICOKHUM MOCT MPUIBOPHOrO mMara?
Ja, HO... TaM... B moJBajax... B OECKOHEUHBIX JabupuHTax 3amka... OH WHOrJa MO HOYaM
CJBILLHAT. . .

W Bce ke — ecim crapyxa JacT 3aJjaHue — NPUIETCS PUCKHYTE... [Ipuaercs TailHo JieTeTh K
Konany.

[IpunsB pemenue, Anb-/{xe3pen nouyBcTBoBalI ceOs Jiydie. B3goxHyB, OH TPUK bl XJIOMHYI B
JAJ0IM, U B KOMHATy BOEKaJIM MOJIOZIbIE paObIHU B JIETKUX MPO3pavyHbIX ofiexk1ax. Becerno mebdeua
Y CTapasCh Yallle MPUKACATbCA K CBOEMY IOCIIOAWHY JIETKUMH, BO3AYIIHBIMUA PyYKaMH, ACBYLIKH,
BBITOJIHSSI OOBIYHBIM YTPEHHUN pUTYyall, 0OIaYMIIN €TO B MBIIIHBIE O/I€K/IbI IPUIBOPHOTO Mara.

Crapyxa BeJIMU4€CTBEHHO BOCCeaja Ha TPOHE, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO Kak Bcerjaa oosuiiack 3mes. U
Ka3alloCh, YTO KOpOJI€BAa CHAMT HE Ha 30J0TOM BBICOKOM Kpecje, a Ipou3pacraer, moJoOHO
MEpP3KOM OpXHJee, NPSAMO W3 CPEIWHBbl NYIbCUPYIOIMX KOJel TraauHbl. Ab-/[>ke3pe OdeHb
HAJCSJICS, YTO €r0 UCTUHHBIC YYBCTBA HAJEKHO CKPBITHI MO Mackol yuruBocTH. Kak Bcerma, oH
MEJIKUMH, MOAOOOCTPACTHBIMU INAXKKAMHU MPUOMU3WICA K TPOHY M, CHAENAB HU3PSAHOE YCUIIME,
MONIAIWJ 3MEI0 MO IUIOCKOW rojioBe. ['aanHa BBICYHYNNa XOJOAHBIM, Pa3ABOCHHBIN s3bIK. Bece kak
OOBIYHO, 32 UCKIIIOYEHHEM OJHOTO — B 3aJI€ ObLI KTO-TO €IIe.

Anb-Jl>ke3pe; 4yBCTBOBaJl MPUCYTCTBHE €IIE OAHOIO 4YesloBeKa. MOXET, BCe K€ y HEro ecTh
ONpPEACIICHHBIE 3a1aTKN Mara?

OrpomHbIii, TYIKHM, TyCTON, 3a UCKIIOYEHUEM TPOHA, 3all MoaaBsi. Tak U ObUIO 3aAyMaHO
KOTZ]a-TO CTapyxo. 3aXBaTWB 3aMOK, OHa IPHKa3aja MEPEHECTH TPOH B ATO mnomenieHue... OH,
Anb-J[>xe3pen, B Te BpeMeHa ObUT IOHOIICH, a OHa yxke Toraa ctapyxoil! OHa Bcerna Obuia cTapyxoid!
HeBo3MOXHO NpencTaBUTh MOJIOAON 3TY XUTPYIO OecTHro!

OuylieHre TPUCYTCTBUSL KOTO-TO HEBUIMMOIO YCHIMIOCH. CHIIbHAsg, MOrydas JIMYHOCTB!
YenoBek — 4YEJIOBEK JIU? — YMEIOIMA CTAaHOBUTHCS HEBUIMMBIM. BO3MOXXKHO, HACTOSIIMN Mar,
BBI3BAHHBIN OTKYJAa-TO CTapyXou... nu — nemon? Wnu... mim — orryaa? M3 moasanos? Her,
HET... Tam apyroe...

Anb-]J[ke3pes; OTBECUIT CaMblii M3bICKAHHBIN MOKJIOH, Ha KOTOPBIM OKa3ajics CloCO0eH B TaKOM
CUTYyallHH.

— Bare Benmn4ecTBo, moyeMy BoI npsiuere Ero ot mena?

Crapyxa yIOBJIE€TBOPEHHO KMBHYIIA U IIEIKHY/IA NajJbllaMy, KaK 3anpaBckuil pokycHuk. U ToT,

YTO CTOSJI PAIOM C TPOHOM — MpOSBUICSA... BHymmTensHas (urypa B mpOCTON OAEKIe U C
rpyosiM suiom. [lo, mpumisaeBumcs, Anb-Jke3pen 3aMeTusl Ha TOJIOBE HE3HAKOMIa HEOOIbIIme
POXKKH.

[lo 3amy mpomenecten ckBo3HsAK. CHHMHE CTalO XOJOAHO. 3HAYUT, AeMOH? A, COOCTBEHHO,
kakue oHu? HecMoTpst Ha Bce pacckasbl KOpOJIEBe O JIEMOHAX — OH WX HU pasy He Bujen. [lopoit
JIa’K€ COMHEBAJICS B CYILIECTBOBAHUM 3TOM pacel Hemmoaeu. 1 Bor. ..

[TpuaBOpHBINM Mar U CTPAHHBIMA MPHUILEIIEI] MOJIYa, B YIIOP CMOTPEIM IPYr HA Ipyra.

«A cmor Obl s puaenars cede poxku? — Bapyr nogyman Anb-J»xe3pen. — Koneuno, cmor
ob1!.. Tak MoXxeT, OH To)ke (POKYCHHK, 3TOT IeMOoH? He moxoke, He TTOX0XKE. .. »

— DT0 MOW MpHUABOPHBINA Mar, AJb-/[>ke3pelr, — roBopuiia MexJ1y TeM cTapyxa, yKa3blBas Ha
HEr0 KOCTJISIBBIM COTHYTHIM MaiblieM. J[EMOH KHBHYJ, CIOYTaHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJOCHI Ha TOJIOBE
KauyHYJIUCh, U CTAJIU JYYIlE BUIHBI POXKKH.

Memnbliie KOpOBBUX, HO 00JIee TOJICTHIE. .. Mar Tak)Ke CKJIOHUJI TOJI0BY B 3HAK MPUBETCTBUS.



— S pan BCTpeTHTh B 3TOM JpEeBHEM 3aMke cobOpara mo mnpodeccu, — IEPEeMOHHO
IPOTOBOPUJI OH, OLLIYyIIAsl BCIO (PasibLIb MBIIHBIX CJIOB.

JIuuo poraroro ocTaBajioCh HEMOABUKHBIM M OeCCTpacTHBIM. JIMIIb [71a3a Topeian CTPaHHBIM
OTHEM.

B TemHOTE, BEpOSATHO, OHU CBETATCS. .. TOpAT... Kak y Bonka. Tak 1eMOH 310 Win HET? AJb-
Jxe3pen Crapasicsi MBICIHTB YETKO U CrokoiiHo. Pora... Ho ecnu 310 He dokyc — pora MOryT
ObITh... IIpocTo MHOTA POKIAIOTCSA YPOIBL... DTOT poawics ¢ poramu Ero m cranu mouurars 3a
JIeMOHa. A OH, MOXKET OBbITh, IpocTO MyxJiaH!.. Het... HeT, He myxnaH. YyBcTByeTCs cuia... XOT4,
pa3Be MyXJaHbl HE MOT'YT, ObITh CUJIbHBIMU?

— Bbl1, Bale BeMueCcTBO, YCOMHIJIMCh B MOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX? — HEOPEKHO cKaszall Mar. —
IIpusBanu neMoHa... Pa3se s koraa-To He CIPaBUIICS € 3aJJaHUEM

Crapyxa BOpyr OUIEpHIIach, IOKa3aB YEPHbIE THUIIBIE 3YOBI.

— C sTuM 3agaHueM Thl MOXelb U He cupaBuThes! Torma cnpaBuTcst oH! — KOpoJsieBa
MOCTENEHHO YCIIOKOUJIACh U MOYy00HEe ycenach Ha TPOHE.
— Tbl HOMKEH, — TMPOAOJIKAJIA OHA, ONEPIIMCh PYKOM O MYIbCHUPYIOLIEE TEIO CBOEH

roO0uMuUIE! [1alin, — TBI JOKEH. ..

— 4 3Har0 — cnokoiHOo nepedun Amnb-Jlxe3pen, — s JOJKEH 3aKoJiioBarh KoHaHa.

Crapyxa yIMBICHHO B3IVISIHYJIA Ha IPUABOPHOTO Mara, 3aTeM Opocuiia B3I Ha IEMOHA.

— BepHo... TbI Bce ke 4ero-To CTOulb! — OHa OMATh NEPEeNIAHYIACh ¢ MpUIIENblieM. — ThI
noJKeH noccopuTh Konana ¢ BeapMoil 1 3acTaBUTH €10 EPEUTH HA HAIILy CTOPOHY.

— W mycTh OH IOCTaBUT €€ CIo/ia, KaK MJIEHHUITY, — J00aBUJI IEMOH.

[osioc y Hero, Kak U CJIeI0BalI0 OKUIATh, ObUT HU3KUM U XpUTUIbIM. [louTH HeuenoBeue CKuM.
N B TO xe BpeMsi, TaK MOT TOBOPUTHh MHOTO MbIOIMI MYXXHUK, 0ONMafaronmii TPUPOIHBIM OacoMm.
Jla... HO KOpojeBa HE OTpULATa TOr0, YTO MpH3BaIa AEMOHA... MOXKET, 3TO €€ ouyepenHas
XATPOCTH?

Anp-JIke3per ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM TOKJIOHUJICA U, TMSTSICh, YTOOBI HE MOBOPAYMBATHCS K
CTpPallHOW CTapyxe CIMHOW, CTaJ YIaJsAThCS. JTO OH B CBOE BPEMS BBEJI TAKYI0 LIEPEMOHHIO —
MPEACTABIIMIA MPEJ CBETIbIE OYM KOPOJIEBBI HE CMEJ MOBOPAYMBATHCA K HEMl 3aa0M... [loxuibie
MIPUJIBOPHBIE, BBIHYXJIEHHBIC MEPEHSITh ATOT IIYIbIA pUTyajl, ObLIM OY€Hb HEJOBOJBHBL [IATSICH
3a7I0M, YaCTO CIOTHIKAJIXCh U MaJajn, YeM JOCTABIISUIN CTAPYXe UICTUHHOE HACHAXK/ICHUE.

[IokMHYB TPOHHBIN 3aJI, Mar TSHKEJIBIM IIATOM IPOIIECTBOBAI B KNXKHOE KPBUIO IIUTAJICIIH, TIE
3aHMMaJ HECKOJIbKO KOMHAT. BeTpeuaBumecs oOurarenu 3aMka — padbl, BOUHBI, TPUJIBOPHBIE —
OCTAHABJIMBAINCh M HU3KO KJIAHJIWCh Beaukomy Mary. He oTBeuas Ha mokioHbl, Ajb-/[xe3pen
TSOKENIO Iarajl Mo JUIMHHBIM KOPHIOpaM JAPEBHETO 3aMKa, PAacCesHHO mepedupas B TaMsITH
pa3roBop co crapyxou. 3HauMmT, moccopuTh KoHana u Benbmy... MoxeT, npuieTeTb K HUM U
MONPOOOBATh CJIEaTh ATO C MOMOIIBIO JiecTH U xutpoctu? Her... He cpaboTaer... Jlyma cypoBoro
KUMMEpUIIA HE TMpUEMIIET UHTPUT... [Ipuaercs mepeuT Ha UX CTOPOHY M MOMOYb 3aXBATUTh
3aMoOK. Ho... TaM... B moaBanax... Kak ObITb ¢ TEM?..

JlocTurHyB, HaKOHEI, CBOUX KOMHAT, Anb-J[ke3pen oonerdieHHo B3A0xHy. B nobom ciydae,
OH MOXET €Ille MHOTO pa3 MOKHUJaTh 3aMOK M BO3Bpalarbcsi oopatHo. Hy:kHo mpunpsrars rae-To
COKpOBHIIA. .. [IoATOTOBUTBECS K HOBOMY JKU3HEHHOMY 3Taly...

[Tocne yxoma mpuABOPHOIO Mara CTapyxa Cyxo yCMEXHY/IACh.

— OTtoT mapJiarad nojaetut k Konany npenasare MeHs. M mocTtapaercs cpsitarb BCE TO, YTO
cyMmeJ HaBopoBarhk. Hy>kHO TIpocieuTh, A€ OH YCTPOUT TalHUK.

JIeMOH MOJT4a HaKJIOHWJI pOraTyro TOJIOBY.



— Kpome Toro, HykHO yxe cerogHsa OKoJiaoBarh kummepuiina. Ilycts 3axBarur Beapmy un
JETUT K HaM Ha maykax. ApMUIO pacnyCTHUT. Tbl, BbI3BAaHHBI MHOI M3 HH)KHUX MPEIEIOB —
CMOXENIb JIU ThI 3TO CAENATh?

JIeMOH BHOBb KMBHYII U MEJJIEHHO PACTasiyl B BO3IYXE.

Crapyxa norajauiia OrpOMHYIO TIJIOCKYIO T0JIOBY [ 1aliv M yIOBIETBOPEHHO 3aXUXUKAJIA.

[Toxom apmuu 3Be3aHOM BenbMbl Ha3HAYMIIM Ha clieayrolee yTpo. JleHb mpoxoauia B OOBIYHBIX
3a6otax. Congarsl YUCTUIIU JIOIIAAEH, TOTOBUIIM OpPYXHE, B KOTEJIKaxX BapuJiach MOXOAHAS Kalla C
colloHnHOU. ['eHepanbl coOpannchk Ha coBelfanue B marep Mramuu. Konan paccmarpuBai Hacmex
COCTaBJIEHHYIO KapTy OCTPOBA.

[Ipu HeOonbuMX pa3Mepax, ITOT KOTNA-TO OTKOJOBIIMIICS OT Marepuka KyCOK CYIM C
IBIMSIIIMMUCS TOPAaMM W TYCTBIMH JOKYHDSIMHA — TNPEACTABISI  COOOM  CIUIOIHYKO IMOJIOCY
npensaTcTBUi. Penmnu aBurarbcs BAoJib modepexbs. CaMbiM JJIMHHBIM, HO HAaUMEHEE TPYIHBIM
ITYTEM.

Bre3anno KoHaH mnodyBCTBOBaj CTpaHHOE TOJOBOKpYyxkeHue. Omnepumch Ha Xemnara, OH
3aCTBUI C MOOENEBIMM JHUIOM. UTHUIKS M TeHepaibl ¢ TPEBOTOM HaOMIOmany 3a HEOKHUIaHHBIM
IIPUCTYIIOM.

«3axBaruTh Benpmy, pacnyctuTh apmuio... llpuBe3tm BeapMy B 3aMOK» — HENPEPBHIBHO
3By4asjo y HEro B rojoBe. Uyxue cioBa, Kak yaapbl OTPOMHOTO MOJIOTa, ODIYILAIH, TpeOoBaIu
HeMeJIeHHOTo AeicTBus. HeBeposTHbIM ycuiieM Boiiu KoHan coxpansin co3nanue. UyBCTBYys, Kak
MpeJlaeT ero pa3yMm, KaKk HaBaJIMBAETCs MyTHas IeJIeHa Yy)KOTO BIUSHUS, KUMMEpHUEI] CKBO3b 3YObl
OTJaJl NOCIEIHNN MPHUKA3 — CBA3aTh €0 U HE CIIYLIATh, 4YTO ObI OH HU TOBOPUII. ..

[loTpsicenHblii Xenar U reHepaibl OBICTPO U MOJYa BBITOJHWIM TNpuka3. KoHan Beirmodancs,
NBITasICh pa3opBarh BepeBku. C meHoi Ha rydax, chilail OTOOPHBIMH MPOKIISITUIMH.

— Uto ¢ HuM? — kpuyana Urunus, tpsics Xenara. — Bo ums 60roB — yto ¢ HUM?!

— S1... g He 3Ha0! — oTOMBACSA THOM. — Takoro HUKOTIA HE OBLIO. ..

— OH cam nompocui, 4YToObl €ro CBsSI3alM... — CKa3aJl OIMH M3 reHepasoB. — OH
YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO HaJBUTraeTcsa oezymue!
— Moxer, npoiaer... — Xenar 4yyTh HE IJIaKajl, — TOrZa OH HaM BCE OOBSCHMT...

— IlpunBopHblii mar Aunb-/[>ke3pen Ha mpUeM K €€ BeIu4yecTBy 3Be3gHOW Benpme! —
CKOPOTOBOPKOM OOBSIBHIJI CTPAKHUK, HA MUT TIOKA3aBIIMCh B IIATPE.

@OKYCHUK BOIIEI, CTAPAsICh CTyHaTh CIIOKOWHO U BeaM4eCTBEHHO. HO BO BCEl €ro mOHUKIIEH
¢durype 4yBcTBOBaNIOCH oTUasiHue. OKMHYB B3MIIAIOM MIPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX, 3aMETHB B YIITy CBA3aHHOTO
Konana n Murom pazo0OpaBimch B cUTyalnu, Aib-/[>ke3pe ¢ MOKJIOHOM CKa3a:

— K coxanenuto, s ono3gan... J[eMOH, BbI3BaHHBIA CTapyxOil, YK€ OKOJIOBal repos...
MYaJICs, HAAESACh YCIETh. .. IPEIOTBPATUTh. ..

— Th1 3HAaEWB, 4TO € HUM? — UTHiMA ¢ cocTpaganuem B3misiHyna Ha Konana.

— Jla. Crapyxa 3ambIciinia OKOJJ0BaTh €10 U 3aCTaBUTh Mpeaarh Tebs, Benukas Benpma! On
JOJKEH OBLT pacCyCTUTh APMHIO U JTIOCTABUTH TE€OS B 3aMOK, KaK TIJICHHUILY.

— Tenepp Bce MOHATHO, — 3aaQyM4yuBO NpoTsAHyIa Wrtnimsa. — YUTo Thl MOXENb CIEaTh,
YTOOBI IOMOYb EMY?

— Huuero, — Mpauyno oTBeTus1 GOKyCHUK. — TYT Hy)KEH HACTOSIIMMU... — OH 3aIMHYICS, HO



3aTeM MY)KECTBEHHO 3akoH4YMI: — HacTosmmii BoseOHuK!

Xerar, MepeMUHasICh ¢ HOTM Ha HOTY, MPauyHO paccMarpuBall HOCKM CBOMX canor. Ckpumnen
3ybamu Konan. HajcanHo gpiinan KTO-TO U3 TeHepasoB.

BHe3armHo rHOM BCKUHYI IOJIOBY:

— Ectb HacTosumii! I mory cierars 3a HUM Ha nayke!

— Kak ero uma? — nenoButo ocBeaomuicsa Aib-/[>ke3pes: BceX MOIIEHHUKOB B OKPYre OH
XOpOUIO 3HAI.

— Ero 30Byr Ockwiiami, — THOM OOCMOTpEN Ha mpocBemieBiiee auno Mrumuun. — On
CyMEET MOMOYb!

— Koneuno, Dckmnimamir! Kak s cama He goragajiachk?! — M ee BeandecTBO 3Be3aHas BenpMma
IIpY BceX 0OHSIa M paclieioBajia MOKPACHEBIIIETO THOMA.

[Toronnmk A3uH(p — moMOIHUK AJb-J/[>ke3pea — TpsATaBIMKCS C TayKaMH B TICIIEpe B

OKWJIAaHUHW YCIICIIHOTO TIeHeHUs 3Be3HON BenbMbl, ObUT BBEJIEH B KypC IMOCIEAHUX COOBITUM U
comlacuiicsi BMECTe ¢ XeraroM J0CTaBUTh B Jlarepb CTOJIb HEOOXONMMOIO ceilyac BOJIIEOHUKA
DCKMIIamIa.

BoicTymieHue apMuu IpUILIOCHh OTIOKUTH Ha HEOMpeAeaeHHOe BpeMs. Yackl mMpOCBETICHUS
Konana uepenoBanuch ¢ JIOATUMU YacaMUd MYYUTEIBHOM ThMBI, KOTJIa CTPAIHBIM TrojJ0C JIEMOHA
MpUKa3blBaJl PacIyCTUTh apMUIO, B3STh B IUIEH Benbmy, MO0CTaBUTH €€ B 3aMOK... [IpeOwiBas B
HOpMaJbHOM cocTosiHuM, KonaH mo3Bossti ceOs pasBszarb. OH momonry OecemoBan ¢ AJlb-
Jlxe3penom, paccopalmBail O TalHaxX 3aMmka, ero ycrpoiictBe. Ho wyBcTBys mnpuOnuxeHue
MpUIajaKa, BOUH JOXKHUJIICS U caM MPOBEPSUT, KPEIKO JIU €r0 CBA3BIBAIOT.

Tak mpoxonuiu THU W HOYM. HakoHel, mox yTpo, Ha IUIOMAAKE Mepe/l MaTPOM IO CIBIIMAICS
3BOHKMHM cMeX Dckmwiamma. Yto-to pagoctHo numan Xenar. [‘anmenn comaarsl — THOM 3aCTaBUII
MayKOB MPU3EMIIUTHCS TTOCPEIN JIareps.

Konan Obu1 6€3 co3HaHHUS, KOT/a BOJIICOHUK 03a00YEHHO 0CMaTPHUBAII €T0.

— Kak Bemmisanen nemMoun?

Anb-JIxe3pen B HECKOIBKUX CIIOBAX OMKCA MYKHKa C pOraMH.

— W3 HU3IMX, — MPE3pUTEIBHO CKPUBWIICS DCKHIIAMIT U IPUHSIICS YEPTUTHh HA YTONTAHHOU
3eMJIe HETIOHATHBIC 3HAKH.

Konan mpuien B ce0st U COKOMHO HaOmMoAan 3a ACHCTBUAMU KOJayHA. TOT, OUIyTUB B3IVIS
KUMMEpHUAIa, MPUBETCTBEHHO OTMAaxHYICA JaJOHbIO, MPOJOJDKash OOpMOTarh 3akJIMHAHUS U
3aKaHYMBAasi O4YEPUYMBATH KPYT, JUHUU KOTOPOTO TYT K€ 3aMbUIalid TOJyO0BaThIM CBETOM.

BonmeOHuK BRIMPSIMUAIICS U HA CEH pa3 TPOMKO U BIACTHO MPOU3HEC KOPOTKOE MPHU3BIBAIOIIIEE
3aKJIMHAHHUE.

B OrHeHHOM KoOJblLl€ MHOSBWICSA pPhUALIMKA OT HErofoOBaHUsS porarbii AeMoH. Ho, yBuues
DCKHJIaMIIa, 3aTUX U CMUPEHHO TPOU3HEC!

— 41 y3uaro Te0s, [Tokopurens Huxuero Mupa. Yero To TpeOyernb OT MeHs?

— CHumu vapsl ¢ KoHaHa, — KOPOTKO OTBETHUJI KOJIIYH.

— A eclii 51 OTKaXYCh? — HU3KUU T0JI0C JIEMOHA BHOBb CTaJl TOXOJUTh HA PhIYAHMUE.

DOCKUJIaMIT IEJKHY/ NajdbllaMUy, U MJ1aMsi 0XBaTUJIO rpyoyro (hpUrypy poraroro.

N na cauzoiineT Ha Tebs 00J1b! — BOJNINIEOHUK Ceai 3HAK, U IEMOH 3aBbLI HU3KUM BOJTYBUM
T'OJIOCOM.

— Xopormo! Xopoio! — kpudai oH, Kopdack OT HecTepnumon 601u. — S caumy vapsl... Ho
KopoJieBa... OHa, HAKOIHUB CUJI, MOXKET BbI3BATh MEHSI BHOBS. . .

— O Heil He OecnoKoNCs, — YCMEXHYIICS DCKUIIaMIL.



B marpe crosia HanpsbkeHHas THUIIMHA, TOKA IEMOH KOoJAoBal Hajl KoHaHOM. 3aKOHYMB, OH
CBEpKHYI I1azamu Ha Utunuro.

— ThI cTaHems KOPOJIEBOM Ha MUT, HE OoJiee... DTO 5 BUXKY YETKO. ..

— A Temepp — cruHb! — KPUKHYI OCKWJIaMIl, U JIEMOH MOCTENEHHO CTal TEPSTh
MAaTepUAITBHOCTD.

OcBoOOXIeHHBIN OT BepeBOK KoHaH C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM paCIIpaBUII IIJICUH.

— 4 mymato, BeIcTynars Hy)kHO He mes! [Ioka crapyxa He onmoMHMIIach!

Ha cnemyronmii 1eHp apMus TOXOAHBIM CTPOEM JIBUHYIACH B HAIIPABJICHUH 3aMKa.

— I'me ke TBOM WIMHOHBI, KOTOPBIE MOJDKHBI ObUIM OTKPHITH HaM BopoTa? — KoHaH c
Wtunuei paccMarprBalid HEPUCTYITHBIC, YXOASIME B MOAHEOE ChE 3aMILICNIbIE CTEHBI 3aMKa.

He6o xmypunocs. Hlen menkuil noxnap. Bepumnsl OamieH okyranu oOnaka, OyATo »kemnas
CIIPATATh UX OT B30POB OCAXKIAIOLIUX.

[IInuonsl? — pacceaHHO CHOpPOCHJAa >KEHIMHA. — BOH OHM... — OHa Yykaszajga Ha
YCTAaHOBJICHHBIE TEPEJ BOPOTAMHU BHCEIMIBl, HAa KOTOPBIX pacKauMBajJuCh Ha BETPY TpOE
MOBEILICHHBIX.

51 He MoTy BEpHYThCS B 3aMOK, — Ne4aIbHO cka3an Anb-/[xke3pen. — Crapas kapra, KOHEYHO,
y’Ke TIOHsJIa, YTO s Mepelies Ha Ballly CTOPOHY... 3aMOK npuaetcs Oparb. S 3Hal0, Kak MOCTPOUTH
MeTaresbHble MalMHbl. OTPOMHBIMHU KaMHSIMU MBI pa300beM CTEHHI. ..

Konan mpauyHo mocMoTpen Ha ObIBIIETO MpUABOpHOro mara. Kamimm moxias crekanu mo
rpyCTHOMY JIMITY (DOKYCHUKA, U Ka3aJl0Ch, YTO OH OIJIAKMBAET CBOIO MPEKHIOKO KU3Hb.

— Ha »T0 nmoTpebyeTcs MHOTO BpeMeHH. HyHO uCKaTh Ipyroi myTh.

K HOun nmoxnw ycumnuncs. BomsHbeie CTpyH, OACTETHYTHIE BETPOM, OWUJIK B JIMIO, CTETAIH 10
r71a3aM, KaK roJible OCEHHUE BETBHU B JIECY.

Konan penmin ¢ HeCKOJIbKUMH JOOPOBOJIBIIAMU TEPENIETETh HA TIayKax Yepe3 CTeHY, NepeOuTh
OXpaHy U OTKPBITh BOPOTA.

BoIsicHUIIOCh, YTO MAayKu CMOTYT B3JIETETh C Tpemsi — He Oonee — cegokamu. Ha omHoro,
103a/ld MOTOHIMKA, B3rpomo3auics KoHan ¢ A00poBOIBIEM M3 HAEMHUKOB — HEBBICOKHUM, HO
IJIOTHBIM M CUJIBHBIM coiiaroM. Tpoe Apyrux, Bopya, YCENIHCh Ha BTOPOIO «CKakyHa». Bce Obuio
TOTOBO JJIsi BHE3AMHON HOYHOW araku. B OnumkaiimeMm Jsiecy pacrojoXuiICsS NepeloBON OTpsi
IITYPMOBHUKOB, COCTOSAIIMI M3 KOHHBIX M MEHIMX BOUMHOB — CAMBIX OTBHSABICHHBIX TOJIOBOPE30B,
TOTOBBIX 32 JOTIOJHUTENBHYIO TIaTy Ha JI00bIe TOABUTH. UyTh Jasbllie CTOSIa apMUS B COCTOSHUU
MOJIHOM 00€BOM TOTOBHOCTHU. J{0XK/Tb M MpaK MPUILIUCH KaK HEJb3s1 KCTaTH. |

Bopora, no cinoBam Aunb-J[>ke3pena, oxpaHsiin He Oojee aecsaTu yeioBek. [larepo mpoTus
HNECATHU... A 3TO B TOM Cllydae, €CJIM Kapra He yCHJIMIa OXpaHy. A OHa, KOHEYHO ke, YCHINIIA. . .

— bynem cuurtarp, 4TO MX YENOBEK ABajAllaTh, — cKa3zal Hamocieaok Konan. — B 06oii
BCTYNaTh TOJIBKO C TEMH, KTO CTOMT Ha MyTH K MEXaHU3My mnoabema BopoT! M na momoryr Ham
Kpom u... Bce npyrue 6oru!

Xemnar, 0O4€Hb HEIOBOJIBHBIN TE€M, YTO €r0 HE B3SUIM B IIEPEOBOM OTPSI, BOpUAI:

— Tyt yk, ckopee, Hy)KHO MPU3bIBaTh HA MOMOIIb JIEMOHOB... bOrH, Kak s 3aMeTHII, PEaKO
BMEIIMBAIOTCS B JI€J1a JIFOJIEH.

— JIeMOHBI — TOX€, — 3aMeTHJI DCKUJIaMIl, HAJIBUHYB KAMIOIIOH HA CaMBbIE I11a3a, — y HUX Y



BCEX CBOM 3a00Thl. OHM PaCXOAYIOT IHEPruio0 B MHBIX cdepax... IM MpocTo HEMHTEPECHO Halle
KOIIOITICHHUE B TPs3H... [layku yepHON TEHBIO B3MBLIN B TeMHOE Kinyosmmecs Heb6o. Ha mur Konana
HAaKpbUIa cepas MIJA, a KOrja MNPOSICHUWIOCh — OKa3aJl0Ch, YTO OH YK€ HAXOAUTCS IO APYTYIO
CTOpOHY CcTeHbl. YacoBbIX Ha OapOakaHe He ObL10. BO3MOXKHO, OHU MPOCTO HE XOTEJIU MOKHYTH U
YKPBUIUCh BHYTpHU OallHHU.

— boru arotT HaM AHC HanacTh BHE3ANTHO, — MpolnenTtan KonaH.

B Ty ke MUHYTY IaHC, TaHHBIA OOTaMHU, YIETYUHIICS.

— TpeBora! — 3aBonuJI MOTOHIMK, PEIMBIIMM, OYEBUAHO, YTO CIyK0a y crapyxu Oojee
BBITO/IHA, HEXKEIN Y 3B€3/IHOM BelbMBbl.

BrixBarsiBass meu, KoHaH B cepanax BbIpyrayics, NOCbUIas MOCIEIHUE TPOKIISATHS YKE BCIEL
KaTsIencs mo Jiy>kaM rojgoe AzuHda.

— Jlypak, OH MOT BBIOpaTh 0OTaTCcTBO, a BHIOpAT CMEPTh!

N3 nBepeit bapbakaHa BRICKAKMBAIN COJAATHI ¢ (DakeIaMu B OJHON pyKe U MEUYaMU B JIPYTrOH.

— Pacceimarscs, 3areM — k Bopotam! — psiBkan Konas.

Xoporio 00ydyeHHbIE, TPUBBIYHBIE KO BCEMY HA€MHUKH BXaJIUCh B CTEHY, MOMNPATAIUCH IO
yriaM OMMKalllmx CTPOSHUH, ncue3nu B TeHU. OXpaHHUKU, C KPUKAMU HOCHUJIUCH TIO MOIICHOMY
IBOPY, THITasICh B HEBEPHOM CBETE€ TAaCHYIMX IIOA TMPOJHUBHBIM JOXKIEeM (akenoB HaWTU
HAaNaJarolmX.

BpeMenamu, B pa3HbIX MECTaX CJBIIAICS IIyM KOPOTKMX CTOJKHOBeHUM. Conaarsl Oexanu K
MecTy OUTBBI MU HAXOAWJIM, KaK MPaBUJIO, OAHOTO WJM JIByX TOBapHUIICH, HUYKOM JI€KABIIMX Ha
MOCTOBOW B KPACHOW, IY3bIPAILEUCS OT JOXKIS JIYXKE.

Koporkumu nepedexxkamu Konan goctur Oammu, [lepen mexaHW3MOM MogbeMa PEIIETKH C
OOHa)XEHHBIMU SITAraHaAMU CTOSUIM JIBO€ COJAar. YBUJIEB Iepesa co0Ol THraHta ¢ OTPOMHBIM
OKPOBABJICHHBIM MEYOM, COJJaTbl — COBCEM MOJIOJbIE, C MUCIYTaHHBIMU IJa3aMU — MOOPOCaAIH
OpPYKHUE U MPOTSHYIM ITYCTHIE JIAJIOHH.

— Ilogaumaiite! — KoHaH yka3ana ME4OM Ha phlyar.

Conpaarsl 3aKMBaIU U MOCIENIMIN BBITOJTHUTH TPUKA3 HOBOTO KOMaHIMpa.

Bcekope apmusa 3Be3gHon Benbpmbl  pasMecTunack 3a  CTEHAMH, IIEpE]  LIUTAIEIBIO.
BONBIIMHCTBO 3allMTHUKOB CAAINCH 0e3 005, HEMHOTHE, MBITABIIMECS OKa3arb CONPOTHUBIICHUE,
ObUTH 0€3KaJT0CTHO YOUTHI.

3aMOK 3aHHMMaJl OIPOMHYIO TeppuTOpHI0. Alb-/[>ke3pesn paccKkas3biBajl: KOrAa OH, IO IPUKa3y
cTapyxu, 00be3Kall TIOCThI, PACIOIOKEHHbIE HA CTEHaX U OallHSIX — Ha 3TO YXOIUJ BECh JICHb.
Ecnu e mpocTo cKakarb BAOJb CTEHbI — MOXHO YIPaBUTHCA B NIOJIOBUHY AHA. Ho Torma crapyxe
JOHOCUJIM — Yy Hee TMOBCIoAy ObUIM MIMUOHBI — TpUABOpHbIA Mar IIpoBepsuli mOCTHI
HEJI00pPOCOBECTHO.

OrpomHasi TeppuTOpHUsi ObLIa OrOPOXKEHa ATOM CTapoil, 3aMIleNON, BBICOKOW M TOJCTON
creHo. W mocpenwHe TUTaHTCKMM IUIATO BO3BBINATIACH HEMMOBEPHOW BBICOTHI ILIUTAIENb.
Harpomoxnenue napanaronmx HeOO OallleH M CTEH, CKPBIBAIOIIMX MHOTOATAKHBIA JTaOUPUHT
KOPHUJIOPOB, 3aJI0B, IEPEXOJI0B, TAWHBIX U SBHBIX XOA0B, O€3JOHHBIX KOJOLIEB-JIOBYILIEK U KOMHAT CO
CMBIKAIOLMMUCST cTeHaMu. Aub-/[xke3pen yrBepxkaan, 4ro OOONTH BEChb 3aMOK HEBO3MOXHO.
IIpocTo-HanpoCTO HE XBAaTUT KU3HU, JaXe€ €CIU HMMETh IUIAH BCEX JTaXEW, TAaWHBIX XOAOB U



NOMENICHUH, U He Omyxaarh nonycty. Ho Takoro niaHa He ObUIO 1aXKe y CTapyXH.

On, Anp-Jl>)ke3pen, B pasHOE BpeMsl NOCHUIAN JIFOAEH Ha pa3BEAKY B HHU)KHHUE, IOA3EMHBIC
sTaxku 3amka. Hukto He BepHyics. [103ToMy HEM3BECTHO Ja)e KOJWYECTBO IMOA3EMHBIX SIPYCOB.
OueBUJIHO, ApPEBHHUE CTpPOUTENM Opalu KaMmMeHb TOJbKO Yy ce0sd 1oJ HOraMHu. 3aMOK pocC
OJHOBPEMEHHO BBEPX U BHU3. ..

— DTO BOMCTUHY YYJOBUIIHOE COOPY)KEHHE! — C BOCXUILEHUEM U YKACOM TOBOPHJ OBIBIINIA
NPUJBOPHBIA Mar. — BbI TOJNBKO MpeaCTaBbTe: HUTAACNb TSHETCA K HEOy, TocTaBasi B HaCMYPHYIO
NOroAy 10 O0OJIaKOB BEPILIMHAMHU OAallleH... M HACTOJIBKO K€, €ClIi He OoJbllie, yXOnUT BHU3!.. BHU3Y
BCE U3PHITO xonamu! Tam ele ¢ He3anaMATHBIX BPEMEH MOCENUCH. .. HEUTO. ..

— S 3Har, — nepebuna Utunms, — s cobupana npegaHus, CIyXd, pacckasbl O HaIlleM
baMIIBLHOM 3aMKe. ..

Konan, Anb-/ke3pen m Utwius crosinm Ha cTeHe psaoM ¢ OapOakaHOM, pa3misablBas
HENPUCTYIHYIO LMTaznesb. M Kakol Xe MaJeHbKOM Ka3ajlach MM CTE€HA, [0 CPAaBHEHUIO C
BO3BBILIAOLICHCS ITEPE]T HUMH KPEMOCTHIO!

— Kro xe u xorma noctpouii 3ty rpomaanHy? — KoHaH HEBOJIbHO JIH000BAJICS] HEMPUCTYITHOM
KpPacoTOU 3TOM PYKOTBOPHOW KAMEHHOW TOPBL.

— TlocTponnu 3a0a10 10 TOrO, Kak TyT 000CHOBAJIMCH MOM IPEAKU... KTO — HeHn3BeCTHO:
APEBHUE CTPOMUTENH JaBHO MOKUHYIM ATU MecTa. MoxeT ObITh, MPOCTO BbIMEpiH... [oBopuiiu, B
nepexoJax MHOIAA HaXOIWiIu KOCTH M yepema... He Takue, kak y Hac... Koctu Obuiu ropasgo
OoJbIIE. . .

— A uepena? — copocunn Kornan. OH BCIIOMHMWII, TalHYI0 KOMHATy-CKJIENI B 3aMKeE JIOpAa
bpukxeiima, €ro porarbix peaKkoB U IIOTOMKOB.

— Yepena?.. TouHo He u3BeCTHO... Ho 4yTO He dYenoBeueckue — 00 ITOM TOBOPAT BCE
JICTCHBL.

— Krt0 OBl HU OBUIH 3TH JAPEBHUE CTPOUTENN — OHU BO3JIBUINIM KOJIOCCAJIBLHOE COOpPYKEHHUE!
A non HUM — mycToTa, — AJb-/[>Ke3pen 3aTonan HoraMu, U MOKa3ajaoch, YTO CTEHA M 3€MJIS TTOJT
HEH 3ary/iesiv, Kak THTAHTCKUM ITyCTOW KOTEJL.

— Tak xTo0, unu yto, )kuBeT B noaBanax? — Konan mocmotpen B uepHble niaza Urtnnuu. —
Hawm nipupaeTcst ¢ HUM cpaxkarbes?

— C HUM cpaxkaTbCsi HEBO3MOXKHO. .. S MOTOM BCe pacCKaky MOApPOOHO. ..

— Kpome Toro, uto oOurtaeT rae-TO B caMOM HHU3Y, TYT BOASTCA €lIe U JAPYrue TBapH...
Hexotopsix Mbl npupyuuinu. [laykoB, Hanpumep. Ho ectb n nukue mayku. OHU — HE TakHeE.
[IneTyT mayTuHy... KaK ¥ MOJIOXKEHO... JOBAT A00bIUY... Emie rme-to mo mabupuHTaM moj3aeT 3Ta
ee OTBparuTelibHas 3Mest — [aiiga! 1ot mynbcupyrommi yaaB JUIMHHOW BO BECh TPOHHBIN 3ai! [1e
OHa KMUBET — S5 He 3Hal0... M He 3HaI — MHOTO JIM ellle TAKUX TBapei BOAUTCS B JIaOUpUHTAX... S
YK HE TOBOPIO O JIETYYMX MbIIIAX BEJIMYMHOW C TEJIEHKA, KOTOPbIE NABHO pPa3yyuJIMCh JIETaTb U
BpeMsl OT BPEMEHM BBINOI3AIOT B KUJIbIE NMOMENICHUA... ECTh M JApyrue, 0 KOTOPBIX S TOJBKO
CJIBILIAI. ..

— Ho Bce 3Tu TBapu NOJKHBI UEM-TO MUTAThCA! — BOCKIMKHYI KoHaH.

— K10 3HaeT... MoxeT ObITh, OHM TOXKUPAIOT APYT Apyra?..

— CKOJIbKO YEJIOBEK MOCTOSIHHO KUBET B IUTaAeNN? — cupocuiia Urunus.

— Heckonbko Thicsd. .. JItogu mpuObIBaiOT. .. U KcUye3atoT. MHOTHX cTapyXxa CKOpMHIIa 3Mee!..

— 3a kakue rpexu?

— 3a HEMOCIYIIAHUE, HEBBITOJIHEHUE MMPUKA3a, HEIOYTUTEIBHOCTD. . .

Ha cTeny nomHsimuchs DckunaMmn U Xernar.



— Crapymka nonsiTanack BbI3Barh JAeMOHa — Haiero craporo 3HakOMOTo, HO S CyMeNn €M
MOMeIIaTh, — BECEJ0 CKa3aJl BOJIIIEOHNK, OKUHYB TOBAPHUIIECH OBICTPHIM B30POM.

— WU — 9yt0? — cnpocui Konas.

— UT0? — HE NMOHSJ BOJIICOHUK.

— Yo manpie?

— Hy... nanpme oHa ONATh MOXET MBITAaThCS 4Yepe3 Mapy MHEW, €CIM HAKOIHUT HHEPTHIO...
OrnsTe nomenaro. ..

— A notom?

— A 1oTOM BBl BO3BMETE LHUTAAENb! — OCKWIAMII. 3aMETHO IOMpPAYHEl, B3IVISIHYB Ha
HETIPUCTYIIHBIE CTEHBL.

— Tak, 3Ha4UT, 3TA KOPOJE... CTApas Kapra ToXe 3HaKoMa C Maruei? — BKIMHUIICS Xenar.

— C Maruey 3HakOMbl MHOTHE, HO HE MHOTHE MOTYT Ha3bIBaTbCsl Maramu!

Anb-JI>ke3pes OTKauUIsICs:

— Jleno-To He B Ha3BaHUU... S, BOT, ObLI IPUIBOPHBIM Marom...

— ThI OCTaHENbCS UM U BOPEIbL, — 3aBepuiia MTuims, — Bce paBHO APYroro y MEHS HET.

OHa BeIpA3UTEIBHO OCMOTpPEIIA HA DCKUJIAMIIA.

— Korma 3akoHUUT 00y4eHHE Halll MaJeHbKUU Jpyr JpuaH — JeT yepe3 aBaauarb — s €ro
TeOe MPUIUTI0! — KOJITyH BECEI0 pacCMesIcs.

CHu3y pa3iaBaliich MbsHBIE TOJI0CA, KTO-TO 3aTAHY/I OpaBylO MeCHIO HAEMHHUKOB.

— Pasrpabuiu ofHy U3 MECTHBIX XapueBeH! — c mocanoi ckazana Utunusa. — S npukaszana,
YTOOBI ITOTO HE MOBTOPsUIOCh. HO OHM ycIenu BhIKaTUTh BUHA — 00YeK jecsTh! XBaTuT Ha10ro!

— IlpaBo mobeautens, — ycMmexuyicsi KoHaHn, — ecinu He morpaObuTh — 3a4eM TOTjaa U
BOEBATh?

— Ho nonydaetcs, 4To oHUM TpalsAT yxke MeHs! — CBepKHY/a mazaMu Utumnus.

— The1 emie He x034iiKa, — B310XHYI KOHaH, — ¥ HEM3BECTHO, KAK OHO BCE CIIOKUTHCS... A

BHHA XBaTUT UM Ha mapy AHel, He Oousbine. K 3ToMy BpeMeHH MbI JOJDKHBI IPUIyMarh, Kak B3STh
UTaIENb!

Tpynueiii AeHb 3akaHuuBajcsa. OrpOMHOE COJHIIE BEJIMYECTBEHHO OTHPABUIJIOCH HAa OT/IBIX,
HECIICIHO OIyCKasCh 3a TOPU3OHT. Bmepeau TemHena HembIciuMas TpoMaaa Iurtanenu. Ee
najabHUE OAIHU YK€ MOTPY3UIIUCHh BO ThMY.

— Crapynika He mpuIymMaeT Kako-HUOy/lb MaKOCTH, — OCBEJOMUIICS DCKUIJIAMII, — BPOJIE
HOYHOM BBIJIA3KH, C LIEIbIO TepeOUTh COJIJIaT, 0 CMEIUBIIMXCS TUTh €€ BUHO?
— Her... ckopee Bcero, HET, — OTBETHJI NPUABOPHBIA Mar, — COJIIAaT Y HEE HEMHOIO, BCE

OobIrie padsl... BOT, pa3se, BBITYCTUT W3 TOABATIOB KaKylO-HUOYIb HEUUCTb. . .

— Kakyro, HanpuMep? — HaCTOPOXKUIICS XEIar.

— Hy, Te0e-To, yBaxkaeMblii THOM, O0AThCS HEUEro, — mpoaonkan Anb-/{xe3pen, — 1e0s oHH
Y HE 3aMeTAT!

— 3axox0TaB, OH IMOBEPHYICS K 3aXOAsIIEMy COJIHILY, KaK Obl OTJaBasi MOCJIEIHIOK JaHb
BEJINKOMY JapPUTEIIO KU3HU.

Ho Tyt ke, oHEMEB OT HETOOBaHUsA, BHOBb IIOBEPHYIICS K Xemary, TOTOBBIM pa3opBarh €ro Ha
MEJKHE KYCOYKHM: TOT MOMPOCTY JaJl BEIMKOMY NMPUABOPHOMY Mary nmuHkKa. Ho, mMOCKOIbKY 3a1
Mara HaxOAWJICS BCETO-TO 4YyTh HUIXKE JIMIA THOMA, HOTY NMPULUIOCH 3aJUpParb TAK BBICOKO, YTO
Xemnar He yaepKaJiCsl U TPOXHYIICS Ha3EMb.

KoHaH xoXoTasl Tak, 4TO NbSAHbIE HAEMHUKH BHU3Y 3aMOJIKJIM B HEJOYMEHHHU. DCKUJIAMI HE
MOT" OTJABIIATHECS U O€CIPEPHIBHO BBHITUPAI clie3bl. UITHIHA, COTpsCasICh OT HEYIEPKHUMOIO CMEXa,



MOMbITAJIaCh MPUMHUPUTH BPAroB, HO ycrexa He J0CTHUIIIA.

Anp-Jke3pes, Kak 4eloBEeK BeChMa 3aKaJeHHBIM B MPHUABOPHBIX Oaralusx, MPUHSI CaMoe
MyApOE pelleHne: MOCMOTpel Ha Xemnara, Kak Ha pacIialuBIIerocss peoeHKka 1 MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO
MIPOMOTYAI.

Bosocel UTnnnu B cymMepkax CIMBAIMCH C HAJIBUTAIOIIEHCS YEPHOTOM KXKHOW HOUM. B mrazax
IJIICAJIM OTOHBKU KOCTpa, pa3BEIEHHOIO y caMoi siMbl. HaeMHUKH, BOpYa, YTO OHU BOMHBI, a HE
3€MJICKOTIBI, BIPHI3AIMCh B 3€MJII0, KaKk KpoThl. Ha miyOmHe B TpW YeIOBEYECKUX pOCTa Hadadu
CTaBUTH KPEIJICHUS] U HAMEYaTh HaMpaBJIeHUE OyIyIlero TOHHEJIsI.

[logkonm — 3TO ObLIa €AMHCTBEHHAs: BO3MOXHOCTH IMOMBITATHCS MPOOparbcst B LUTaAelb. B
JTAHHOM CUTYyaIluM — camas HaJeKHasl.

HcrokoH BeKy KpemnocTu Opajii HeCKOJbKMMHU crnocobamu. IlITypMoM — c mpucTaBHBIMU
JECTHUIIAMU U JIEPEBSIHHBIMU MOABMKHBIMU OammHsmu. Coijgarel, 00€3ymMeB OT cTpaxa H
BO30YXKJICHUS, UCTOPrasi U3 MIOTOK HEUEJIOBEUECKUM peB, KaK MypaBbU, JIE3JIM Ha CTEHBL. A CBEpPXY
JUJIACh PACIUJIABIICHHAS CMOJIAa WJIM MPOCTO KUIISATOK, ChINAIMCh KaMHH, TPaji CTPENl U HaCMEIIEK.
JITMHHBIMU TIECTaMU C Pa3BUJIKOM Ha KOHIIE 3aIMTHUKU OTTAJKUBAIM JIECTHHUIBI OT CTE€H, U
Halaiaronme, 3aBbiBas, MMajiajid Ha KaMHH, 00arpeHHbIe KPOBbIO UX TOBAPHIIIEH.

N nexa cpean OOOXKKEHHBIX, MCKOBEPKAHHBIX TeJ, B MOCIETHEHW MPEICMEPTHOM TOCKE
COJIJIaThI MPOKJIUHAIM 3Ty )KU3Hb, BOWHY U T€HEPAJIOB, MOTHABIIMX UX, KaK CKOT, Ha OOMHIO.

Ho unHorga mrrypm ObiBall ycrenHbiM. ECIM CTEHBI — HE CIIMIIKOM BBICOKHE, 3aIMTHUKOB —
HE CIIMIIKOM MHOTO, M HalaJarole MHOTOKPATHO MPEBOCXOSAT UX KOJIUYECTBOM M Kau€CTBOM —
00€BBIM JYyXOM 3Bepsi. Phlualiliero, CErommero cMepTh, pa3phIBAIOIET0 HA KYCKA KPOBaBYIO IJIOTH,
3Beps. M 3axBaTUB KPENOCTbh, COJJAThI €IlE JOJT0 HE MpeBpalajuch OoOpaTHO B JIIOAEH — C
phIYaHUEM, 3a0pbI3TaHHBIE KPOBbIO, OHU YOUBAJIM, HACUJIOBAJIU, TPaOUIIi, CHOBA YOUBAIIH. ..

OHU MCTUJIM 32 TOTUOIIMX TOBAPUILIEH TE€M, KTO HE ObLT BUHOBAT B UX THOENN — OCTaBIIMMCS
B )KMBBIX )KEHIIMHAM, JETSIM, CTAPUKAM. ..

YacTo Hamajaromme CTPOUJIM WU MPUBO3UIA C COOOM OrpOMHBIE METaTeabHble MalMHbL. U
JOJITUMU HEJIEISIMH, a TO U MecsllaMu 6omMOapaupoBain CTEHbI KpernocTu. Yarre BCero orpoMHbie
KaMHHU O€CIOJIE3HO THIKAJIUCh B 3€MJIIO, HE JoJieTas A0 1enu. JInbo CTeHbl BhIICPKUBATIU JHOObIE
yaapsl. U Torna npuxoauiaoch UATH Ha IITYPM C IPUCTaBHBIMU JIECTHUIIAMM. .. JlepeBaHHas OalHs
Ha KoJiecax OblIa, KOHEYHO, JIY4Ille JIECTHHUI], HO €€ Yallle BCEr0 CKUTAIU 3aJI0JII0 A0 TOTO, KaK OHa
ycreBalia MOAMNOJI3TA K CTEHAM.

Eme ucnonb3oBasics tapan. OrpomHoe OpeBHO, IlogBemieHHOE B MEpEIBUIKHOM CTaHKE Ha
LETSIX U OKOBAHHOE KEJIe30M, IIPU JIOJKHOM YIIOPCTBE M XOpolel packadyke pazouBasio Bopota. U
XOTsI HaJl JIOAbMHU, PAaCKAaYMBAIOIMMHU OpeBHO, ObIBaja JEPEBSIHHAS KpBIllAa — 3aIdTa OT CTpPEl U
KaMHEH — OHa TaKXXe Cropajia JOBOJBHO OBICTPO, CTOWJIO 3alUTHUKAM YTHIKATh €€ TOPSIMMU
cTpenamMu. A BOpoTa ObIBaJIM KPENKUMU, a OPEBHO — HE TaKUM OOJBIIMM, Kak Hajao Obl, a cMoa
CBEpXY JILJIACH KJIEM. ..

Nuorpa ocaxparomiasi apmusi... HUYero He jnenana. bnokaga. He mo3Bosisiivm momBO3WTH B
KPETOoCTh TPOAYKTHI, 3aCTaBiisii, TaKMM OOpa3oM, 3alMTHUKOB WM CAaBaTbCsl HAa MMIJIOCTH
noOeauTeNe, uiu rojoaaTh, Moeaas Kpbic, JETYYUX MBIIICH U Jaxe MaykoB U TapakaHoB. Ho eciu
3amachl 3€pHa B KPEMOCTH OBbUIM 3HAYUTENbHBI, YaCTO HauyMHaja TOJIOJaTh cama OCaXKIarolas



apmus. OKpeCTHOCTH OMYCTOMICHBI, IEPEBHU pa3rpadieHbl, a IUTAACNb U HE TyMaeT CaBarhCsl. ..

U Torga ocraBaincs mwrypMm... Wi noakon. Tuxas cama. Camy konajid B HECKOJIBKHX MECTaXx,
4acTo C pa3HbIX CTOPOH. Konanu HoYaMu, 3€MIII0 CKPBITHO BBIHOCHUJIN JTAJIEKO B I1OJIE U PACCEUBAIIU
10 BETpYy WJIK Opocaliid B OBpar, €Ciiv Takou HaijeTcs. [enanu Bce, 4TOOBI CKPBITh OT MPOTUBHUKA
WCTUHHBIE HAMEPEHUS — Ja)X€ NEePUOJUUYECKU YCTPAuBaAIM IITYPMbI C PUCTABHBIMU JIE CTHUIIAMU
U JIEpEBSIHHBIMU OallleHKaMu. A caMU KoMaju, Konaly, KOMaJH. . .

W, BpIKOMAB IM0A CTE€HAMHU KPEMOCTH JOCTATOYHBIE IMOJIOCTH, MOKUTAIA JICPEBIHHBIC
KpETJIEHUS! U TOTOBUJIUCH K 1ITypMy. CTOJ0BI KPEIIEHU Cropajiu, CTEHA OceJalia U pa3pyllaiach,
Y B IPOJIOM YCTPEMIISUIMCH PhlYAlAE€ CONAATHIL

WNuorma, Bpodem, yaaBajaoCh Yepe3 camy CKPBITHO MPOBECTH OTPAJ COJAT, MepeOUTh OXpaHy
Y OTKPBITh BOPOTA. ..

B nmro0om ciydae, y4acTh 3allIMTHUKOB KpenocTu 6buia pemieHa. [Iponaxime moToM 1 KpoBBIO,
C MEHOM Ha ry0ax, U3phiras CTpalHbIe MPOKJISITUS, O3BEPEBIIME, TOTEPSBIIME YEIOBEYE CKUM OOITUK
COJIIaThl HE 3HAIM KAJIOCTHU. JKanocminBble — yMUpaiau MEPBBIMU, €IIE HA MOAXOIE K CTeHaM... B
KpEnoCTh MPOPHIBAIIMCH 3BEPU, YOUHIIBI, UYTOBUIIIA. . .

Yepesz HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi, BIPOYEM, OHHU, HACHITHUBIIMCH CMEPTSIMH, KPOBbIO, TpadexamMu M
HACUJIMEM, CTAaHOBUJIMCH BIIOJHE JOOPOAYIIHBIMU M BECENIbIMH JIOAbBMU. HeEkoTOpbie KasulHCh,
BCIIOMMHAsA, CKOJIbKO HEBHHHBIX >KM3HEW OHHM 3aryounu. [[pyrue mpocTo yapydyeHHO Kadajau
r0JIOBAMH, BBIITUB B KPYT'y TOBAPHUIIEH HECKOIBKO KPYXKEK J00pOro BUHA.

CyMepku 1 0TONECKU KOCTpa mpeBpaiaii UTunmmo B HEKOe CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO C
TOpSIMMH [Ia3amMu. MoJlua ¥ HEMOABMIXKHO, KaK MpPEKpacHas CTarysd, CTOsUla OHA HA KParo SIMBI,
IOKa COJIJIaThl HE HATKHYJIMCh HA KJaJ. ..

BocTopkeHHbIE KpUKU MPUBJIEKIN €€ BHUMAHUE, U B OIMH MUT XCHIMHA O4YyTHUJIACh BHU3Y,
cpeau PasropsueHHBIX pab0OTON HAEMHHKOB.

JIyOOBbIN, OKOBAaHHBIN MEJbIO0 CYHJIYK HAIOJIOBUHY CTHUJ, HO €r0 CTEHKHU BCE €l HaJEKHO
COXpaHsUTM JOBEPEHHOE UM COKpOBHUIIE. B TOM, 4TO HaiiieHbl HECMETHBIE OOrarcTBa, HUKTO HE
coMHeBaics. CyHAYK CTOSII, KaK B IOMHUKE, Ha JEPEBIHHOM ITIOMOCTE, MO IEPEBIHHOM K€ KPBIIIEH,
HAJI)KHO YIEPKUBAEMOW KOPOTKUMHU TOJICTHIMU CTOJI0AMU.

— BriTackuBaiite HaBepx! — CnokoWHO cka3zaia UTuins, OKUHYB B3IVISIZIOM BO30YXJIEHHbBIC
JIM1a HAEMHUKOB.

— Moxer, cHadaia MOCMOTPHUM, YTO TaM BHYTpHU?

Kro-To yke Havyanm cOuBaTh 3aMKH, APYrue HEB3HAual OKa3aJlUCh MEXIY >KCHIMHOW U
KJIJIOM, TPETHU B 38 yMUYHUBOCTH MOJIOKHUIIN PYKH HA PYKOSITKM MEYEHN.

Uepe3 MTHOBEHHE COJIJIaThl OTKUHYIM KPBIIIKY CYHAyKa W 3aCThbUIM, HE€ B CHJIaX OTOPBAaTh
B3I/ OT €70 CONEePKUMOT0. B oTOIecKkax ropeBIiero HaBepxy KOCTpa U CBETE 3k KEHHBIX (pakeoB
BCEMU I[BETAMU PAIYTU NEPEITUBAIUCH OPUIUTMAHTHI U U3YMPYbI, canUpbl U TOMA3bI, AMETUCTHI U
pYOUHBL.

HecwmeTHble, HEIOCTYIHBIE JIIOISM COKPOBHINA XPAHIINCH ITyOoKko B 3emiie Octposa [laykos.
[lomoOHOE HE MOIDKHO MpUHAUIeKATh JHoasaM! TakMMU CBEpPKAIONMMH KaMHSIMU YKpaIllaloT ceOs
nepu, TaHIys cpenu 38e31! JIeMOHBI B Ielepax KOrTUCTBIMU MallbllaMU MEpeOUparoT, IePEChIa0T
U3 JAJOHU B JIaJIOHb 3TU COKPOBUIIA, JIIOOYICh X YUCThIM cBeToM! HeBuauMBbIE TyXu XpaHAT UX B



DIYOMHHBIX TallHUKax B meHTpe 3emuin. OTONecKu aJCcKOro IMJIaMEHW U 3BE3JIHOTO CBETa KUBYT,
3aTavBIIACh, B 3TUX KaMHSIX!

W BOT, K HUM MOTSHYIUCH KOPsSIBbIE MaibIlbl IpyObIX coigar. CMesich, HAEMHUKU HaOWBald
KapMaHbl He UMEIOIMM IIeHbl cBeTOM. KaMHsIMU, KOTOpbIe OHU, OpOCUB CiIy:k0y, OynyT pONUBaTh
BCIO OCTAaBIIyIOCS KU3Hb.

WUtunust ObICTpO BCKapaOKalaCh HaBepX M BBITAIMJIA €IUHCTBEHHYIO JJIMHHYIO JICCTHUILY.
BHu3y BchbIxHYNIa ccopa, M COJJIATHI JaK€ HE 3aMETHJIM, YTO OKa3ajucCh B JIOBYIKE. Brpouewm,
ONBITHBIM BOMHAM BCET/Ia HE CJI0XKHO BBIOPATHCS U3 SIMBI, BTBIKAs B CTEHBI KHHXKAJIbI U MEYH.

Otpsin, cHapspkeHHbIM WMTwimen U1 KONKW camnbl, HACUUTHIBAI JIE€CATh 4YesioBeK. OnuH
OCTaBaJICSI HaBEPXy, OCTalbHblE — Komajdu. He wmemkas, >KeHIMHA Mocjiana BO30YXKIECHHOTO
KpPUKaMH, JIOHOCSIMMUCS U3 SIMbI, 4acOBOro 3a KoHaHOM U DCKUIIaMIIOM.

Bckope HaeMHUKM 3arajijielid ¢ HeCKpbIBAEMOMW 31100011 — 3Ta BeJbMa BbITAIlMIIA JIECTHUILY!
XodeT 3a0parh COKpOBHIIA ceOe WM MOACIUTh Ha BceX. Eciau pacnpenenuTh Ha BCIO apMUI0 —
KaXJIOMY JIOCTAHETCS MO JBa-TpU Kamelika — Bcero-to!l.. Het, 3to HyxHO ogHOMY! JIByM-Tpem!
Hy, nycth necarky... Toibko TOTAa *W3Hb HAIICAIMX W 3aXBaTUBIIMX OOTaTCTBO MPEBPATUTHCS B
ycliajly, B CKa3Ky, B HECIbIXaHHO€ HaclaxjaeHue!.. A sta TBapb!.. PazpyOuTh ee Ha KyCcKU U
pasz0exxarscs B pasHble CTOpoHbI! CopsTarbCcs TAe-HUOYIb B MEIIepax, MEpexaarb, a MOTOM...
[Torom — Oynet BoeOHas cka3kal..

HaeMHUMKM 3aBBbUTH U, BTBIKAsl KHHXKAJIbl B MOJAATIMBBIC 3€MJISTHBIE CTEHBI, CTAlId KapaOKaThCs
HaBepx. CBUCTHYIA caliisl, ¥ TOJOBBI IByX HEYAUWJIMBBIX COJIAT MOKAaTUJINCh HA3a 1 B SAMY.

Ha HexoTopoe BpeMs BOIIapuiIoCh MOTYaHUE.

[IpoTuBHUKYN OlleHUBAIU CUJIBI Ipyr Apyra. Cemb YenoBek B sME U OJHA KEHIIMHA HABEPXY.
CeMb CUJIBHBIX OIBITHBIX COJJAAT — HO B HEBBITOAHOW mo3unuu. OJHA KEHIMHA — HO Kakas!
Cama 3Be3gHas Benpma c ocTpoii cabneit B pyke! [0TOBast OoTpyOUTH TOJIOBY JIFOOOMY, KTO B30€peTCs
10 CT€HaM sIMbI. Tenepb coyiaarbl MPUIIOMHWIIM CITYXU M JIETE€HbI 0 3Be3/IHOM Benbpme, HaHSBIIEH
ux Ha cayxOy. [oBopunu 0 ee HEeBepOsATHOMN ObICTpOTE, 00 YMEHUH, BIAJETh cabneil Jydiie Jr00ro
BOMHA, O €€ KOBApPCTBE U PACIYTCTRBE...

Mon4ya cTanu BbICHIIaTh M3 KapPMAHOB JPArOLIEHHOCTH MOHYPbIE HAEMHUKHU. 3aT€M, TaK XKe
MOJT4a BEIOPOCHUIIM HaBEPX BCE OPYXKHUE.

[lomomenqume KoHaH ¢ DCKHIAMIIOM 3aCTald MEYAIBHYHO W IOYYUTEIBbHYIO KapTUHY —
MOHYpPHIE COJIJIaThl BBITACKUBAIM W3 SIMbl JIDEBHUW CYHAYK, a pSIJOM, C OOHaXEHHOU
OKpOBaBJICHHOU calieil, cTosiia THeBHas UTumnust.

Meun u KuHXajabl HAEMHUKOB OBUTH CBAJICHBI MTOOJANb, a B SIME JIEXKATU JBAa OKPOBABICHHBIX
TeJla ¥ JIBE TOJIOBBI C OCKaJIEHHBIMU 3y0aMHU M 3aleKIIelcs Ha Ty0ax KPOBbIO.

— Kaxnapii u3 Bac, HalEAMX KJIaJ, MOXET B3STh IO TOPCTH, — cCKazainma Urunms, —
OCTalibHOE Oy/IEeT MOTPAYeHO HA HYXKJIbl apMUu!

BopMoua cioBa OnarogapHOCTH, COJIJIaThl 3a4EPIHYIM 1O TOJTHOM TOPCTH UCKPSIIMXCS
kaMHel. PazoOpanu opyxue. 3areM Kax bl UCTIPOCUI y 3Be31HOM BeapMbl paspelieHus HaBceraa
MOKUHYTh apMuio. UTunus oTIycTuia BCEX, B3sB CIOBO, YTO OCTAJIbHBbIE COJAAThl O HalJACHHBIX
COKPOBHUIIAX HUYETO HE Y3HAIOT.

— Yepes mapy Je€T OHH BEPHYTHCS OMYXIIHE O MbIHCTBA, — Opocui KonaH.

— MoXeT, KTO-TO KYIOUT XOpOUMH JIOM, 3aliMeTCs XO3SUCTBOM?.. — TIPEANOJIOKHUII
DCKUJIaMIL.

— Bpsia nu... OHM yMEIOT TOJIBKO YOMBaTh M IIPONMUBarTh HarpadneHHoe!

— A t1b, KoHan, ymeemn paenarb 4Tto-TO Apyroe? — 03 OOBIYHOM YIBIOKM CHPOCHII



BOJIIICOHUK.
Kummepuen nocMoTpes Ha TOBapHILia T0JATHM B3IVISIOM.
— VY MeHs enle Bce BIEPEH. ..

[lomkon pbUIM JTHEM U HOUBIO, IIYOOKO TMOA 3eMJiied mpoOuBasich K nutagenu. Anb-/xxe3pen
HAJIeSUICS. BBIUTU B MOI3EMHBIC 3TaXU 0€3 0COOBIX TPYAHOCTEH — JPEBHUM CTPOUTEINISIM HE ObLIO
CMBICJIA BBIKJIAJIBIBATh MO/ 3€MJIEH CIUIOIIHBIE CTEHBI. [ Ie-HMOYAb 1a OTHIIIETCS TPOXO. ..

KomaHpl 110 J1€CATHh YENOBEK, BIPHI3ASICh B 3€MIII0, CMEHSUIM JPYr JApyra yepe3 KaxIple TpU
yaca. /[Be Ipyrux — BBIHOCHIIA 3€MIIIO.

PaboTa 1nuia cniopo, 1 BCKOpe Y3KUi TOHHENb YTKHYJICS B OTPOMHBIE, TJI0X0 TOJOTHAHHBIE JIPYT
K IpYyTy KAMEHHBIE TJIBIOBI.

— @yHnameHT, — cka3an Asb-/[>ke3pes, — Tenepp Hy»)KHO KOIIaTh HUXKE. . .

[IpunBopusli Mar, Konan, Utnnus, Ockwiamn u Xemar OpUILIM, KaK TOJBKO MOTYYWIIH
M3BECTHUE O TOM, UYTO TOHHENb yHepcs, HaAaKOHEll, B cTeHy. VX miazaM B HEBEpHOM cCBeTe (pakenoB
MPEJICTANIA BaIyHBI, IEpKaIle Ha ceOe BCIO rpoMajly UTAIENH.

[Ipencrosso yriyOUThCs €lle HUXKE U MOMBITaThCsl TPOUTH Mo (PYyHIaMEHTOM.

— A KTO 3HaeT, Ha Kakyl DIyOMHY yxomuT (yHaameHT? — copocusl KonaH, mMpayHO
ocMarpuBas KAMHHU.

Bornpoc ocraics 6e3 orBeTa. HUKTO He 3HaJ, KaKk CTPOMJIM T€, KTO B JaJI€KHE BpEeMeHa KT Ha
ocTpoBe. Xemar MOMNBITAJICAd MPOTUCHYThCA MEX KaMEHHbIX Mbl0. boukom, 3arem Ha KUBOTE, a
MIOTOM M HOTH €T0 MCYE3JIM B U3BUIIUCTOM IIPOXOJIE.

Jlaxxe ecnu HauI Apyr U nmpoOepeTcs, 3TO HE MTOMOXKET, — TPYCTHO ckazal Aib-Jlxe3pen, —
COJIJIaThl HE TIPOJIE3YT.

Ecnu Xemar HailieT mpoxoa, ero MOXHO OyAeT pacHmpuTh, — DCKUJIAMII 3alNISIHY/ B IIEJb,
7€ Mcue3 THOM, M modecal moadopoaoK, — HEKOTOpPbIe KaMHU s MOT Obl Pa3pOOUTh C MOMOIIBIO
3aKJIMHAHUM. ..

Bpewms 1m0, a Xenara Bce He ObU10. J[py3bs TEPIIETNBO K IaH.

— HaBepxy, BeposITHO, YK€ HOUb. .. — MTanus noexunace.

B y3k0oM TOHHEJE, OCBEIICHHOM KOJIEOMIONMMCS CBETOM (DaKeIoB, BpeMsl 0CTaHOBUIIOCK. [ 1e-
TO TaMm, HaBEPXy, CBETUJIA JIyHA, MEPLUAIMN 3BE3]Ibl, BO3MOXHO, €IllE€ HE CIPSITAIOCh 32 TOPU3OHT
coyiHIle. ['eHepasibl MPOBEPSIN MOCTHI, CONAATHI HECIU CIY)KOy WM OTAbIXalu. B okpyxkarommx
3aMOK JDKYHIJISX KHINEIa )KUBHOCTh — HEBUAUMBIE TBAPH Ja3aiu, MOJ3aJIH, IPbIrajivi, Kpuyaiu Ha
pasHble rojoca...

Tyt, BHUBY, DTyOOKO MMOI 3eMiieil — MO0 TOHHEINb CHEIUaJbHO PbUIM C HAKJIOHOM BHU3 —
KU3HU HE ObuTo. MoTwiibHas TUIIMHA U okuAaHue. UTuius nmepBasi MO4yBCTBOBAJIa MPUOTHKEHUE
HEKOM 37101, O€3yIIHOMN CUJIBI.

Jpy3bsi MOSXKUIUCHh U TECHEE MPUIKAIUCH JIPYT K Apyry. M3 BEKOBEYHOTO Mpaka MOI3EMEIIbs K
HuM jBuranock Heuto. HakareiBanioch, moJoOHO TMTAaHTCKOW BOJIHE — (parajibHO, HEOTBPATUMO,
ces CMEPTh A pa3pyllieHHe, a, NIABHOE — MPEJACMEPTHBIN, BCEMOMIOMIAIONMEI yXKac.

AOCOMIOTHAS TUIIMHA YCHJIMBAIa MPEeIYyBCTBHE HEM30EKHOM THOeu.

— 3ps MBI OTITYCTHJINA COJIIAT, — Ipoluentan Anb-/[xe3pen.

— B Takoil TeCHOTE OT HMX MAJIO TOJKY, — CKa3aJl JCKUJIaAMII.



Konan ckomp3Hyn Bmepea W BcTan y camoro (dyHaamMeHTa. HWUKTO He 3aMeTwii, Korga OH
oOHaxxus1 Med. OuJlaHue PacTITMBaIOCh, Kak B JypHOM cHE. TeCHbIe 3eMJISTHbIE CTEHBI TOHHET,
Ka3alloCh, IIOCTENIEHHO CMBIKAIOTCSA, CTapasch pa3JaBUTh TOPCTKY JIOACH, JEpP3HYBIIMX
TTOJIKOTIAThCS TIOJT CTAPUHHBINA 3aMOK.

— I'ne HOCAT eMoHBI Hallero THoma?! — 3ammnen Aib-J[ke3pen, moTepsiB TEPIEHbBE.

— OH He BepHETCs, NOKA HE HAJAET IPOX0J, — CIIOKOMHO cka3ail KonaH.

— MbI He 3HaeM, Ha KakOM YpPOBHE IOA3EMHBIX SPYCOB HAXOIUMCS, — MPUJIBOPHBIM Mar ¢
TPYAOM MOAOMpPa CIOBa, — €CJIM Xemnar pa3Ooyiur. ..

— Ecnu MpI Ha TOM ypoBHE, — Tiepedrna Utunns — OHo yke 1aBHO pa30y:KeHO!

Anb-[[)xe3pes HeX0TSI KUBHYIL.

— W Ttonpko 00TH 3HAIOT, C YEM HaM MPEJACTOUT CTOJKHYTHCS. . .

BHe3zanHO W3 1menM BBIHBIpHY/IA ToJioBa Xemara ¢ BCKJIOKOUCHHOW OOpomod W JUKO
BbITApaICHHBIMU TJIa3aMH.

— Ckopee! Ckopee 3aBanute 3TOT x0i! 3amypyiite orBepctre! — ['HOM BbINON3 U3
pacIleINHBI, KaK YEPBSIK U3 Kyud HaBo3a. — OHO TOHUTCS 3a MHOM! 0 Ooru!

— @akensl k creHe! — psBkHyn1 KonaH. OH BcTan Haum3rOTOBKY, @ OCTAJIBHBIE MOIHECIH
(hakenbl K caMO pacIiesnHe.

— S wyBcTBYIO... — Tpsiccs Xenar. — OHO UIET OHO YK€ TYT, CPeAr KaMHEH!..

— Yro-T0 nmpubnmxaeTcs, MPUroTOBETECh, — U3MEHUBIIMMCS TOJIOCOM MPOU3HEC DCKUIIAMIT

U 3a00pMOTal 3aKJIMHAHUE, MPOTSHYB PYKY K KaMHIO, HAaBUCIIEMY HaJ MPOXOJAOM, M3 KOTOPOTO
BBIHBIPHYJI THOM.

— Yrto? Yto ThI Buumen?! — nonbIThiBasiach WTHIMS, MBITAsICh YCIOKOUTH 00€3yMEBILETO
Xemnara.

— Tam... — menTan rHOM, Kak BO CHE, — TaM... HEYTO... OHO ydysJ10 MEHS. ...

Bre3zanHo DcKkuilaMi BRIKPUKHYI 3aKJIFOUATEIBHBIE CJIOBA 3aKJIMHAHUS, U OTPOMHBIA KaMEHb,
Ha KOTOpBI OBLIM HAIMpaBICHBI APOXKAIME OH HAMPSHKEHUS MalbIbl BONIIEOHHKA, C TPECKOM
PACKOJIOJICS TIOIOJIaM.

3aremM Ha mia3ax cTajd 3MEUThCS TPEIMHAMU, U Ka)K/1asl MOJIOBUHKA PACKOJIONAach €1Ie Ha JBE,
3areM euie... [locbmanuce menkue kameuku. [loutn ogqHOBpeMeHHO ¢ 3TUM KoHaH X3KHYI, Kak
JAPOBOCEK, BPYOAIOLMIICS B TOJICTEHHOE JIEPEBO, U K HOraM MPHUCYTCTBYIOIMX yIaja OrpOMHas, Kak
Oouka, JoBa TWUraHTCKoW 3Mmeu. M3 pacumienuHbl, pa3OpbI3ruBas YEpHYIO KpPOBb, TOpYal OOpYOOK
TeJla, HaIe)KHO 3aKJIMHEHHBIA KAMEHHBIMU O CKOJIKAMU.

— OJrto He [naisa, — xpumiio ckazain Anb-/[ke3pen, HAKIOHSSICh HaJd IUIOCKOM TOJIOBOM
raiuHbl. — Sl Tak ¥ Jymal, 9To BCE MOA3EMENbe KUIIMSI KUIIUT MOA0OHBIMU TBapsMH!..

— Ecnu Obl oHa He 3acTpsiia B OCKOJKaX... — KoHaH mokayan rojioBoil, — s MOT Obl U HE
ychneTsh. .. beicTpas TBaps!..

— DTO HE TO... HE TO... JTa HE Ta MEP30CTh, YTO THAJACh 32 MHOM... — ILIENTaJ B 3a0bITHU
Xemnar, — Ta, apyras... cTpaiHee... OoJblie... ropa3fgo Oombine... OHa KOCHYJIAach MEHS...
KOCHYIIACB. ..

Xemnar mpobOosnien Heckonbko AHed. I[loxymen, W B3I €ro cTajl CTpPaHHBIM, OyATO OH
€XKECEKYH/IHO BHJIENI TO, YTO HENOCTYNHO Apyrum. lIpoxom cpeau kamHel, HalWIEHHBI THOMOM,



MOCTENEHHO PACIIMPUIM, MOATECAB HEKOTOPhIE KAMHHM W BBITAIMB APYTHE — IOMEIRIE. 3aTeM
HaMaJICBaJIM yKa3aTelu HaIpaBieHUs, YTOObI HE COUTHCS C MYyTH U HE 3aCTPATh B KaKON-HUOYIH
Y3KOM TYITMKOBOW PacCIICIINHE.

Conparel, paboTaronme Ha PaCYUCTKE MPOXOJd, HUYETO MOAO3PUTENHHOTO HE CHBIIAIN U HE
YyBCTBOBAJIU.

— Onu npocTto orpyoenu, — ropopuil Xemnar, — WX yepcTBbie Iyl HE MOTYT BOCIPUHUMATh
HHUYETO KPOME HENOCPEICTBEHHON OMACHOCTH. . .

— HenocpeacTtBeHHOM — HET, U TO XOpouo, — YcMmexascss Konas.

Pemeno Obu1o B moa3zemenbe 3aMKa MEpEeNpaBUuTh IIECTh AECATKOB coiaar. OcTaiabHble OyIyT
KIaTh CUTHANA K mrypMy. OTOMpanuch TOJNIBKO T0OpOBOJbIBL. UTHIMs moobemana Kaxaomy, KTO
OCTAaHETCS B )KUBBIX, IO TOPCTU APATOLIEHHBIX KAMHEM.

— XBaruT au? — comHeBaincs Anb-J[ke3pen. — Kamuel-to xBatut? — OH O4€Hb XOTE
y3HaTh, YETO M CKOJIBKO HAIIUTA COJIJIAThl B CTAPOM CYHJTYKE.
— Ha ocraBumxcss — BHOJIHE XBaTUT, — OTBeuasna 3Be3aHas Benbma, Oynyuu yBepeHa, yToO

OCTAHETCS HE MHOTO. A MOXET, U BooOIIe... Eciiu orpoMHble rajiuHbl, BeIpoAku [aiin, mozatoT
1o BceM sipycaM... Jla eme u To... OHa cunTana, 4To MWECTh IE€CATKOB — 3TO OY€Hb HEMHOTO IS
TAKOM PUCKOBAHHOW BBUIA3KH.

Conparpl 3aroTaBIMBajd CMOJISTHBIC (DaKeabl, TOUYMIM MEUM W CYHAuyWiId O TPEACTOSIIECM
MOA3EMHOM ITOXOJE.

— 3psi s BBI3BAJICA JIE3Th B 3TY JBIPY, — TOBOPHJI 3apPOCIHIUN OOPOION 10 CaMbIX IV1a3 HAEMHUK,
3a HEBEPOSITHYIO YTPIOMOCTbh IPO3BaHHbIA BeceapiakoM.

— Bo3pMu 12 M OTKaXXHCh, — IIOCOBETOBAl JPYIOW, C KOPSABBIM JIMIIOM, HCTHIKAHHBLIM
OCIIMHAMU U MOKPBITHIM IIPaAMaMH. JTOTO Ipo3Banu KpacaBankom.
— Jlerko ckazarb — OTKaXHCb... A r1opcTh KamemkoB?! — W Becenpuak qIMHHO,

3aMBbICIJIOBATO BbIpyrajucs. — Kro xk orkaxercs?!

— Jla MHOTHE OTKa3aJIUCh...

— A TBI-TO — 4TO0?!

— A 5 3Ha10, KaK B KUBBIX OCTaTbCs, — XMBIKHYI KpacaBuuk.

— Hy u kak?

— Jla Hamo nmeprkarbest ONMke K ATOMY TpoMagHOMy KuMmMmepuiiily! PacckasbiBaiau, 4To OH
OIHUM yAApOM OTPYOHJI TOJIOBY OTPOMHOM 3Me€e€. .. A T0JIOBa-TO HE MEHbIIE OOUKHU OyneT!

— Jla kak JnepKarbesi, Korjia Hac MOCTPOSIT — KTO 3HAET, TJIe TBOE MECTO OyaeT?

B cTporo — nanHo... A Kak CBajika HAYHETCS — TaK U ACPKHUCH. ..

Hepe):[ II1OXO0A0M 3B€3,[[Ha$I BCI[BMa BBICTYIINJIA C KPATKHUM HAITYTCTBUCM.
KOpOTKO paccCkasaljia O ICJIN BbUIA3KH — INOAHATLCA HABEPX, OTBICKATL BOPOTA, OTKPLITh UX U
JaTrb CUTHAJI K aTake.

— A 4YTO K€ — HHMKTO HE€ 3HaeT, IJile BopoTa 3Tu? — menTtan u3 Oopoasl Becenwsiak,
HarnoOasch K yXy TOBapHUIIa.
— Jla Bpozie Kak HET uX, — OTBe4YaIH Oojiee OCBEAOMIICHHBIC conaarbl. — CHapyXu — He

Haiitu! Cmions kameHb. Ho, mo 3apaBoMy pasyMeHbIO, BOpOTa AOKHBI ObITh... M3HyTpH —
Hanem!



— Ecnu 3mes He coxpeT... — OypkHy1 Becenpuak.

WUtunusa HamoMHWIa O Harpaje A0OpOBOJIbIIAM, O HEOOXOAMMOCTH HE HIyMETh M COOMIOAATh
TUCLUIUINHY.

— HuKTO 13 reHepasioB HE BBI3BAJICSI KOMAHAOBATh BAMH B MOA3EMENBAX! — BO3BBICUJIA TOJIOC
3Be3qHasa Beapma.

— He mory ocyxnars ux 3a 31o. S cama noseny Bac!

B noo0HBIX ciiyyasx mojarajioch BOCTOPKEHHBIMU KpUKAMU BhIPA3UTh OypHYIO PajioCTh, HO,
YUUTBIBASI HEOOXOAMMOCTD COOIOJICHUSI TUILIMHBI, COJIJIAThl MOJIYa MOAHSIIN MEYH.

C HacTyluiIeHMEM TEMHOTHI KOJOHHA HAEMHHUKOB 3MEEH BIOJ3JIa B TOHHENb. Briepeau men
KonaHn, psimom cemenun omnpaBuBumiics Xemnar, Utuius U Dckuiamn — 4YyTh M03aad. AJlb-
JIxe3pen Toxe OTIPaBUIICs, TaK KakK ObUT €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO 3HAJ IIUTAJIEIb.

JITMHHBIA MOA3EMHBIA XOI C KaXIbIM IIaroM 3aMeTHO moHmxkaics. Conjarbl, 4yTOObI HE
CO3/1aBaTh JOMOJIHUTEJbHBIA IIyM, NUTA HE B HOTY. KaKIblil MATHIT HEC 3a)XKEHHBIM (aken, a
KaXIbI TpeTUW HMMeN 3a CIMHOM BA3aHKY 3amacHbIX. JlBuramuch ObicTpo W Momya. Ckopo
H0CTUINH (PyHJITAMEHTA.

Konan nBunysncs ObuUto K pacuienuie, Ho UTunus He3aMeTHO IpuJepakana ero, OTJaB MpuKa3
MepBOH JIeCsATKE HAEMHUKOB MPOIOJI3TH MEXKy KaMHEH (PyHIaMEHTa U 3aHATHh KPYTrOBYIO OOOpPOHY.
3a MepBbIM JECATKOM I0CJIeI0BaJI BTOPOM, 3aTEM TPETHH. ..

TosbkO moOcCNIE 3TOro JKEHIMHA ornyctuiia pyky KoHaHa, m OH ycTpemumiics BCien 3a
congaraMu. BHyTpu ero masam npeacrania y)KacHas KapThHa.

OrpoMHBIA 3a71 C BBICOKMM ITOTOJKOM W KOPSIBBIMH CT€HAaMH M3 HEOOpabOTaHHOTO KaMHS
TOHYJI B mojiyMpake. becnopsigouHo pasz0opocanHble jaoroparomme (akeiabl HaduHAIM KONTUTh. C
MOTOJIKA CBUCAJIO JIMIIKOE BEPBUE, TAKUX Pa3MEPOB, YTO B HEM MOT Obl 3amyrarbcsi U OyiBoi. B
CT€HaxX 3USUI0 MHOXKECTBO OTBEPCTHM, MOMO3PUTEIIPHO HAIMOMHUHAIOIMX HOPBI OTPOMHBIX 3MEM.
MHOXXECTBO KaMHEW, HE TO YMNAaBIIMX C ITOTOJIKA, HE TO BBITAIICHHBIX KEM-TO M3 CTEH, Kydamu
BAJSJIMCh HA TMOJY. A MEXy HUMHU, B JIy’)KaX KPOBH, JI€KaJIU KYCKH pacTep3aHHbIX conaar. 13 Tpex
JIECSITKOB ONBITHBIX BOMHOB B )KMBBIX HE OCTAJIOCh HUKOTO!

WUtunusa, rudkas, Kak MaHTepa, YK€ CTOosJia PsiIoM U Mojiya co3epliaja KapTUHY MoOOuIa.
Tpuaiare yenopek, cieayromnme 3a KoHaHOM, BRIOMpaAIUCh U3 MPOXOJa U, CTPAIIHO PYrasich CKBO3b
3yObl, COTJIACHO paHee MOJIydYeHHOMY MPUKa3y, 3aHUMAJId KPYTOBYIO O0OOPOHY.

— Tpexnanas namna u orpoMHble KOrTu... — KoHaH, noacBeunBas (hakeioM, XOAWJI KpyraMu,
paccMmarpuBas MHOXKECTBO KPOBABBIX CIe0B. — M HU omHOTO Tpymna HanmagaBomx!
— OTO HE Mmayku, — JpPOXKAIMM TOJIOCOM ckazan Anb-J[ke3pen, — XOTA mayku TyT M

YKUJIM, — OH YKa3aJ Ha MOKPBITYIO TOJICTHIM CIIOEM IBUIH ITAYTHHY, — HO OHU JaBHO YIIUIH. ..

— Wnm Obutn cheieHbl HOBBIMU X03sieBaMu, — J{o6aBuil Dckuiamil.

— YKacHBIN 3amax, — IOXKaJI0BaJICA XeIar. — BO31yX 3aCTOsUICs, 3HAYUT, BOSMOXKHO, HET
Xofia Jajiblie. .. Mbl MOXKEM U HE TPOOpaThCsl B BEPXHUE ITAXM. . .

JIeCTBUTENBHO, B IMOA3EMENBE CTOSI TYCTOM, YAYLUUIMBBIA cMpala. ['HUIb, 3arxjiocTs,
TICHUE. ..

3amax CBEKEM KPOBUM HECYACTHBIX COJIIAT TAK)KE BHEC CBOIO JICNTY B 3TOT OTBPATUTEIBHBIN
OyKET 3JI0BOHUS.

— Ectb eme cienpl xBocTa. .. — nponoixkain Konan. — IToxoke, 3TH TBapu XOUJINA Ha 3aIHUX
Jarax, OmMpasch Ha TOJICTHIM XBOCT.
— Hukorga takux He Buuen, — mpoinentan Amnb-J[ke3pen, — HO s K€ TOBOPHWJI, YTO B

HWXXHUX ApYyCaX CBOA )KHU3Hb...



KpoBasele cnenpl yxonunu B TEMHOTY. He MeHee necaru KpOBOXKAIHBIX TBApEH — Cyas MO
OTIEYaTKaM JIall ¥ XBOCTOB — HACHITUBILKCh, CKPbUIUCh B OJHOM HalPaBICHHHU.

— Hawm, mo-moemy, B Apyryro CTOPOHY, — HEPBHO YCMEXHYBIIMCh, TPONUILAT XeIar.

— bo1oCh, UTO TaM €TIMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOI, — MpayHO cka3ai. KoHaH.

— bynem HazgesTbCs, YTO OHU HACBHITWIUCH, — MPOOOPMOTaT DCKUJIAMII, — a ChITas TBaphb
JOJDKHA CIIATh. ..

[Tocie KOpOTKOTO COBEIIAHUS PENMIIA 00CIIeI0BaTh 3aJ1 U, €CJIU HEe HAWJIETCsl PYroro BhIXOJA,
CJEeJ0BaTh MO KPOBAaBbIM CIieJlaM TaWHCTBEHHBIX uynoBull, Conaarsl pa3OMINCh HAa TPOUKU H
pacchIaiuCh IO TEMHOMY 3aiy. KoHaH MOAHSI MCKOBEPKAHHBIM Me4 OTHOTO UX HAEMHUKOB.

— Cwmotpute! Cnenst 3y00B. M xorreit. Ckopee Bcero, TBapu XOOAT Ha 3aJHHUX Jiamax,
OMUPAsiCh Ha XBOCT, a MEPEIHUMHU Pa3phIBAOT JOObIYY.

VkacHas, Kak BHJIGHHMS aJa, KapTHHA TIpejacTana BOOOpakeHHIo mApy3el. ['pomagHbie
YyJIOBUIIA, OBICTPHIC, CUIIbHBIC, KOTTUCTHIE, C OTPOMHBIMU 3y0aMH, HEYSI3BUMBbIC. .. BhICkakuBas 13
TEMHOTBI, PBYT Ha YaCTH HECYACTHBIX, HE YCIEBIIMX OMNOMHUTBLCA COJAAT, HACHIILAIOTCS
JIBIMSIIIMMUCS KYCKaMU MSICa M UCUE3aI0T B MPOXOJIE, Ky/la TeIeph HEOOXOIUMO UJTH OCTABIIMMCS B
YKUABBIX JIFOISM. . .

HaemHuuku Opoauin BIOJb KOPSIBBIX CTEH, 3alVIsiIbIBAsl B KaXKJ10€ OTBepcTUe. Bo3myx cran emie
Oojee TsDKENBIM HM3-3a TOpeHUs MHOXKecTBa (hakenoB. HapanmuBamach ycTalocTh — CKa3bIBaJICs
HEJI0CTAaTOK KUCIOPOaA.

B nanbHeil creHe OOHapyXWIM MpOJIOM, Kyda W BeJM KpoBaBble cieibpl. C Benuyaiien
OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO, J€pkKa OpPYXKHUE HAroTOBE, COJIJIaThl JIBUHYIUCH BCJEJ 3a TBapsMH,
pacTep3aBIIMMU UX TOBapHIled. 3axrmiu OoJblle (pakenoB, HAJESACh CBETOM OTIYTHYTh UYIOBHILL
Yepes mpoJioM Momnajiyd B JIPYyro 3aj, ropa3io MEHbIMX pa3mepoB. OOcienoBanu U €ro, HO HE
OOHapyXUJM HUYEro npuMedarenbHoro. Ciepl BeJid alibllie B KaKo-To Kopuaop. Jpyroro Berxoaa
He ObuT0. BTHCcHYNMHCH ¢ (hakenamMu u MedaMu Hau3rOTOBKY B KOPUAOP. MOKpBIE, OCKITU3JIbIE CTCHBI
ObUTH OOMJIFHO YKpAIlleHbI TON3AI0MMMU cliu3HsAkaMu. C MOTOJIKA Karalia BoJa.

Psagom ¢ KoHaHOM TUXMMU rojI0caMy NEPETOBAPUBAIKCH JBOE COJIJIAT.

— Bor Teb6e, KpacaBuuk, u Oynetr ropctb KaMeIlIKOB — TOPCTAMH Oyfelis 3arpedars, Koraa
KUIIKK BbIBaIAThCsI! Tojbko kaMHHU-TO Oymyr He Te! BOT 3TH-TO ockonku Oynenb coOupars B
cyaoporax!..

— 3arkuuck, Becenwuak! 3arkauck, najana! M 6e3 teds Tonmo! Cetu myuie... BoH, 4ro-To
TaM...

Conparbl 3arOMOHWJIM, 3arajjeid, COOpaBIIMCh Yy MOBOPOTa — HAIUIM H3/IBIXAOIIETO
MoHCTpa. YynoBuine Jexano Ha OOKY, OTKHHYB TOJCTBIM YeHIyWYaThlii XBOCT, M CYYHJIO
KOTTUCTBHIMH J1aniaMu. MajieHbKHe, 3JIble TIa3Ku ero ocTekieHenu. M3 mmyOokol paHbl B Oproxe
KpPOBb YK€ HE TEKJIA.

— Bce-taku nocrtan ero onuH w3 Hammx!., — B3moxHyn Becensuak. — He takoe oHO u
CTpAIIHOE 3TO YYJUILE... U HE TAKOBCKUX BUIbIBAIN!..

N3apixaromii MOHCTP AEWCTBUTENBHO BBIVIANE CKOPEE KAIKO, HEXKEIM YCTPAILAOLIE.
Opnnako KoHaH 3aMeTHJI, 4TO pOCTOM OHO Oy/l€T MOBBIIIIE YEJIOBEKA TOJOBBI HA TPH, UTO KOI'TH Ha
HEOOJIBIIIMX TIEPEAHUX Jalax MOTYT, KaK XOpOIIMe KMHXKaJbI, 0€3 Tpyla pacmopoTh KOJBIYTY, a 3yObl
MPOKYCHUTH JIFOOOM IIUTEM.

— Bot TBI nocymaii, KuMMepuel, — ckas3aB BIpYr KOHaHy MOCTOSIHHO KPYTHUBIIMUCS PSIAOM
COJIZIaT C KOPSIBBIM JIMIIOM, — XOTb Thl U T€HEPAJI HaM, KaK CKa3aHo BenbpMmol, a caeTcs MHE, 4TO
ThI TAKOM )K€ HAEMHUK, KaK U MHBI. ..



— Hy, uro Tebe? — Koman mpoOoBaa MeUOM YEHIyHYaTy0 IIKYPY HW3IbIXAIOIIETO
gynosuia. — Kpemnkas! He cpa3y npoonens!

— BOT TbI CKaXu, — HE OTCTaBaJI COJIAT, — €CTh y HAC IIAHCHI B )KUBBIX OCTAThCS?

KoHaH BHMMAareinbHO MOCMOTPEN HAa HACTHIPHOTO HAEMHHKA, MPUIOMHUI, YTO OH — U €IIE
OIMH, ¢ OOPOAUIIEH — BCE BPEMSs OKOJIO HETO KPYTSTCSI.

— Wnu Bepen! U te1! — oH yka3an medom Ha Becensuaka. — Oba — Brepen!

[lepepyruBascp BIIOJTOIOCA, COJIIATHl MPOTUCHYINCH B MEPBbIE PsAbl. JIBUHYIUCH JalbIIE.
Kopuaop BbiBen Ha HEOOJIBIIYIO IUIOMIAJIKY, OTKY/la KPYTO BBEpX yXoluJa y3kas jectHuna. Creapl
YyIOBUII BUAHEIHUCH JAJIBIIE IO KOPUAOPY.

— CnaBa 6oram! — obneruenHo ckazan KpacaBuuk — X0oTb ¥ OCTAIN HAC B TEPBBIE PSbI, a
YyJIOBUII YK€ HE BcTpeTuM! OHM ONUIH PsIMO, a Mbl — HaBepx!

Jla HaBepxy, MoxeT, ux ropazno Oomnpie! Mnu npyrux! M mamo xe Obuio Tede, Aypaky, ¢
Konanom 3aroBoputs!..

— Hwuuero, Becenwuak, Huuero... IIponecer...

OcBetunu (Qakenamu JiecTHUIY. Jlaneko HaBepX yXOIWJIU CTEPThIE CTYNMEHBKU. Jlaybiie —
temHoTa. [lonmm rycekom. Konan, Utunud, Xemnar, Ockuiami 1 npuaBOpHbIM Mar Anb-/[xe3pen
3aMbIKaIM 1enodKky. IMEHHO Ha TakoM MOPSAJIKE HacTosia 3Be3/Has Beapma, U 3TO B o4epeaHOU
pas3 CIaciao UM KHU3Hb.

CBepxy cTanu pa3iaBarTbCsi UCTOUIHBIE KPUKH, PYyraHb, BU3T HEBUJIUMBIX ITOKA CYIIECTB, CBUCT
MEYEN U CTOHBI PAHEHBIX COJIIAT. 3aTEM CTaJM BIEPEMEXKKY NaJIaTh TPYIIbl HAEMHUKOB U OTPOMHBIX
JIETYYUX MBILLEH.

Hetonbipu, BeIpoCHIME 0 HEBEPOATHBIX Pa3MEpPOB, C HEAOPA3BUTHIMU KPBUIbSIMU, HO XOPOIIIO
Pa3BUTHIMU 3y0aMM, Majaiu Kak Ipylm. Y KaxKJI0ro Ha TeJje 3usla paHa, HAaHECEHHas MEUOM WU
KUHKaJIOM. . .

VY conpar ke OoJiblliell 4acThl0 ObUIO pa3opBaHO ropso. HexkoTopble U BOBCE BMECTO TOJIOBBI
VMIMEJIA KPOBABBIM CTYCTOK MEPEKEBAHHOM IUIOTH U MEPEIIOMHBIX KOCTEH.

Korpa nectHuna, HakoHel, MPUBEJIA BOMHOB HA MMPOKYIO IUIOLIAJIKY, 32 KOTOPOW BHUIHEJICS
BXOJ B 3aJ] — B JKHBBIX OCTAJIOCh BCErO BOCEMb COJIJIAT. 3a0pbI3raHHbIE KPOBBIO, C JUKHUMH,
BbITApaIlCHHBIMU, TJIa3aMU, OHU COMJIUCH B Ky4Y, CJIOBHO MCIyTaHHbBIC OBIIHI.

Konan 3amsinyn B 3ai. [Ieuie m 3anmyctenune. Ho uepes y3kue, HEBUAMMBIE CHAPYKU OKHa-
OOMHHUIILI COUUJIICS COJTHEUYHBIN CBET!

— Mb1 nogHsMCh BhIe ypoBHS 3emiun! [IpuaBopHOoro mara ko mHue!

Anb-J[xe3pen, OneaHbIi, Kak MOJ0THO, Tpuonu3uiics Kk Konany.

— D10 mepBbId dTax nuTagenu. Ero 3adpoienHoe kpoiio. Teneps s 3Ha0, KyAa HY)KHO UATH!

HaeMHUKHN CTOSIM OTHENBHOM TpPyNmol W HEAPYKEIIOOHO MOCMaTpuBalid Ha CBOUX
pykoBonutene. M3 mecTuaecsaTu 4eI0BEK X OCTaAIIOCh BCETO-HABCETO BOCEMb.

— Tenepb Obl HAM HE MO OIHOW TOPCTU KaMHEW MOJIOKEHO, a XOTS OBl MO JiBe! — TroBOPHII
3a0pBI3TaHHBIA KPOBBIO COJIAT C KOPSBBIM JTUIIOM.
— Ilo pecarp Tebe BbmagyT! — MpayHO OTBEYAJ APYroM, M3-MOA OOpOAbI KOTOPOTO

BBIIVISI/IBIBAJIa OKPOBABJICHHAS TOBSA3KA.

Wtnnns, oTmmyaBIIascs TOHKUM CIIyXOM, CHOKOMHO CKa3aja:

— Kaxplil, KTO OCTAHETCA B YKUBBIX, MOJYYUT IO MSATh TOPCTEH JPArolEeHHBIX KamHE!
bpunnuanToB, U3YMpPYAOB, TOMA30B!..

HaeMHuku 3aMeTHO TpUOOOAPUIUCE. 3aTOMOHUIIH.

— OCTOpOXKHO! — KpHUKHYIT DCKHIIaMIIL, IOKa3bIBasi B JAJIbHUM yroJ 3aja.



N3 TeMHOW HOPBI, MYJIbCUPYS, KAaK MHUSABKA, BBIIIOJI3a]1a TPOMAIHAS 3MESL.

— Orto I'maiia! — xpuxnyn Ane-Jxe3pen. — He 6olitech, oHa pydHas!

— W omna, kaxercs, ymupaer, — ao0apun Xemnar. KoHaH yBujena, 4To TEJIO0 TUTAHTCKOU
pentuiuu uctep3anHo kortsmu. lllkypa Bucena kinoubsimu. Mecta, oTKyaa ObUIM BBIPBaHbBI KYCKU
MsiCa, CUJIbHO KPOBOTOUMIIH.

Aunb-JI>ke3pe BBIIIET BIIEPET.

— Kak xe onu 1e0s... Y oTKyaa OHH TOJBKO B3SUTUCH?

['mavist u3 MOCAEIHUX CUJI TTOANOI3JIa K MPUIBOPHOMY Mary ¥ MOJIOKHUJIA TOJIOBY €MY Ha ILIEYO.
DOKYCHUK, KaK KOTAAa-TO y TPOHA CTapyXH, JIACKOBO MONIAAWI 3MEK W APOTHYBIIMM TOJIOCOM
CKasal:

— bennas... A s Bcerma... Te0a HenomroOnuBail... bequas Tel Mo4. ..

[maits 3aruxma, u  Anb-/ke3pen OepexHO OMYyCTWI Ha TIOJ OrPOMHYIO TOJIOBY C
MOTYCKHEBUIMMU TJIa3aMH.

CypoBble HAEMHHUKH MMOHYPO U MOJI4a CMOTPEIN Ha MEPTBYIO JIIOOMMHUILY KOpPOJIeBBL. B Tiazax
MIPUABOPHOTO Mara CTOSIJIN CJIE3bL.

— Ecnu 5Ty TBapu BBIOpaliMCh HA BEPXHUE ATaXU, HaM MOPUAETCS TYro! — HaxMypuics
Konamn.

— Kaxercs, s 1oraJpiBaroch, OTKYJIa OHH... — MEJICHHO ckazaina Utunus. — Komnas cany;,
MOJITEChIBAasi KAMHU, MBI pa30yIniu TO, UYTO UCCTAPU JIPEMAJIO B MOABAIAX [IUTAJENH. . .

Anb-/[)e3pen B3ApOTrHYIL.

— Tb1 nymaen,?..

— Jla... Jlerenapl roBOopsAT 00 OTPOMHBIX SIIIaX, O JIPEMIIIOIICH J0 MOPHI CAMKE-KOPOJIEBE. ..
Mpbi pa3Oyauiau ee, U OHa CHOBa MOpHUHsUIach 3a paboTy! Ckopo Bech 3aMOK OyJeT 3amoJIHeH
YynOBUIIAMU ..

— BeposiTHO, Takoe yke CIydrJIOCh OMHAX/IbI, DCKWJIaMI 3ayMYHBO ITOCMOTPEN Ha MEPTBYIO
3mer. — Camka HaIUIoNWIIa YyIOBHIN, U OHU 1O KPaJId CTpoUTeNer 3Tor kpenoctu. [locie vero
CaMU M3JI0XJIM OT TOJI0[1a, a KOPOJieBa — 3aCHY/Ia Ha HECKOJIBKO THICSYEJIETUM . . .

— B kaxoii ctopoHe TpOHHBIN 3517 — cnpocui Konas.

Aunp-JIke3pes ykaszal Ha OJHY U3 apoOK, 32 KOTOPOW BUIHEJCS JJIMHHBIA KOPUIOP.

— Ham HyXHO cMmarbhBarbCsl Kak MOXHO ckKopee! — KpukHyn Xemnar, HO KoHan yxe
pa3sManMcTO 1araj B yKa3aHHOM HAIpPaBJICHUH.

— 3a HuM, — Opocuina Utunusi, u 0CTaBIIMECS COJIJIAThI, B3SB MEUU HAU3TOTOBKY, MO CTIEIIMIIN
CJIEZIOM.

Ha ceit pa3 TpoHHBII 3aJ1, TPEeACTABIIT COO0M CTPaHHOE 3PEITHIIIE.

Ha nony poBHBIMH psijamMu, Kak HaArpoOUs Ha KIJIaIOHIIE, JekKaldl OrpoMHBIE siia. bemsie,
JIaJKHUE, KaK XOPOILIO OTITOJIMPOBAHHBIE BATYHBI, OHH OKPYXKaJld 30JI0TOM TPOH, HA KOTOPOM CHUJENA
mymust kopoJieBsl OcTpoBa I[laykoB. Ctapyxa ymepiia ot yxaca. Teso ee He ObLJIO TPOHYTO KOTTSIMHU
TBapH, KOTOpasi, KAK THTAHTCKUN KY3HEUUK, BBICHJIACh MOCPEAM 3aa.

C MSArKUM IUIETIKOM Ha MOJ YIajao O4EPETHOE SIMI0. 3aTeM €IIE U EIIE. . .

Camka ObUTa B HECKOJIBKO pa3 KpPYIMHEE TE€X MOHCTPOB, UTO pa30pBaju MEPBbIC TPHU JECITKA
coJiiat. BeImyKiible m1a3a CMOTPEINIM Ha BTOPTIIMXCS B €€ BIaJACHUS JIFOJIE C HECKPbIBAEMOU 31100011,
HO JUIMHHBIM, MAacCHBHBIM SHIIEKIA] HU Ha CEKyHAy He mpekpaman padoTsl Illmem, mwrer...
Masienbkrie mepeHuE Jambl TBApU CYIOPOXKHO CXAJIUCh, Korma K Hed npubnuszuics Konan c
oOHa)kxeHHBIM MedoM. CoJaaThl 3aX0AUIIA ¢ OOKOB.

HeoxuganHbpIM OpOCKOM caMKa, BBITSIHYB JIalmy, 3allelujia OJHOTO U3 HAa€MHHUKOB. 3aTeM, BCE



TaK K€, He OTPbIBAs TsDKEJBIN SIMIEeKIa] OT Moja, OpoCuIach B IPYryi0 CTOPOHY, U BTOPOM comaar
MOKATUJICA C Pa30OpBaHHBIM >KUBOTOM. bBbICTpoTa HBMXKEHUN 4ynoBHINa Oblia (HEHOMEHAIBHOM.
Crano sicHO, KaK 3a HECKOJIbKO MUHYT MOTHOMU TPUALATh OMBITHBIX HAEMHHUKOB.

KonaH, B MOMEHT, KOTJla TBaph OTKJIOHHJIACh, YOUBAs OUEPEIHOTO — TPETHEr0 — COJIara,
MIPBITHYJ BIIEpel ¥ BOH3UJI MeU IITyOOKO B Uelllyiidaroe OpIoXo YyIOBHIIA.

Busr Ha npeneiie cIbIIMMOCTH YE€JI0BEYECKOTO yXa 3allOJTHUII TPOHHBIN 3al.

3areM camKa, MOBAJIMBIIMCHL HAa OOK U cy4ya J[IMHHBIMU CycTaBYaThIMU HOTaMH, cCTajia
W3/1aBaTh CTPAHHBIE, PUTMUAYHBIEC 3ByKH, HAIIOMUHAOIIAE MY3bIKY TUKAPEU-TTUKTOB.

— OHa co3bIBaeT CBOMX MOcHebIel! — kpukHyn Jckmnami. — Hamo Oexars!

— Kpom! Meu ocrancs y Hee B Oproxe! — Konan Hukak He MOT MOAOWUTH K H3/bIXAIOLIEMY
YyIOBUILLY.

C HECKOJBbKMX CTOPOH MOCHBIIAIOCh YCHIIEHHOE 3XOM 3aBbiBaHHE. Ha momoni kopolsiese
JBUTAJIACH OPJAbI UyIOBUIII

— Onu nogcroy! — 3aopan Anb-Jlxe3pen 3arem, B3sIB ce0sl B pyKH, MPUCITYIIAJICS.

— Tam! Kaxercs, Tam ux Het! — oH Opocuiics K ogHoil u3 Asepeil. IlsTepo ocraBumxcs B
JKUBBIX COJAar cMOoTpenu Ha KoHaHa, oxxuaas npukasa.

— 41 NOTOHI0, — YCMEXHYIICS KUMMEPUEL], TPUMEPHUBAsICh BBIXBATUTH MEY.

— MHue TyT ouH APYr TOBOPHII, YTOOKI s JAepkalics K Tebe mooimmxe, — KPUKHYIT O0opoaad C
OKpPOBABJICHHOM IMOBA3KOM Ha 1mee. — 7Kaiib, 4TO OH HE JOXKUJI A0 3TOTO MOMEHTA. . .

Conpar pybanya ME4OM IO HOTe uynoBHIla. UeTBepo APyrux HA€MHUKOB TOTYAC MOCJIEI0BAIN
€ro MpUMepy.

Camka Opblkanach, cTrapajach 3allelUTh KOTTSMU HAHOCAIIMX YBEYHE BpPAroB, UYTO JaJio
KoHaHy BO3MOXHOCTb MOAOWTH ONMKE U BBIIEPHYTh, HAKOHEL, Me4 U3 Oproxa uynoBuina. YepHas
KpOBb TATYYUM (pOHTAHOM OpbI3HYNA eMy B Jini0. Koposesa 3a0unach B MOCIEIHUX CYyT0pPOTax.

— Ckopee! — kpuknyna Utnmua. — Aunb-[>ke3pen npuBeaeT Hac K Boporam!

KoHan mokupan TpoOHHBIM 3a1 mociegHuM. Ha MUr OCTaHOBUBLIIMCH, OH YBHUJEI, Kak
MOBEP)KEHHYIO KOpOJIEBy OOCTYMWJIM €€ MOAJaHHble. A M3 SUIl YK€ MPOKJIEBHIBAINCH HOBBIE
MOHCTpbL. HekoTopble ene HETBEpAO CTOSJIM Ha HOraxX, APYTHE, AOCTAaTOYHO OCBOMBILHKCH,
W3/aBajiv IJIyX0€ pblYaHUE, BEPTS TOJIOBAMHU B MOMCKAX JOOBIYH.

— Ckopo ux Tyr OymeT HeCKOJbKO Thicau! 3aMOK NOTEpsiH, ¥ HaM HaJo0 yoOuparbcs! —
KpukHyna Utunus.

Jlromu Oexxkanu €O BCEX HOL, MBITasiCh HE YNYCTUTh U3 BUAY (PUTYpy NPHUIBOPHOIO Mara,
ITOKAa3bIBABILIETO YY/I€CA CKOPOCTHOIO MEPEABUKEHHUS 10 3aIIyTaHHBIM KOPUIAOPAM 3aMKa. ..

— Kaxzaplii M3 Bac moyduT OOCHIAHHYIO TJIary, IUIIOC HaA0aBKy, — TOBOpHWJIa 3BE3/HAs
Benbma, oOpatnasice K mepeHraM cojaatr, — MO KOpalllkd OTBE3YT Bac, KyJla CKaXKeTe. ..

3arem OHa IMMOoAOUUIa K OTAEIBHOMN IPyNIle HAEMHUKOB.

[1a1h yenoBek... [louTu Bce mepeBsa3aHbl KPOBOTOUAIMMU OMHTAMMU.

— MHWpgure B MOWO manarky, M IIYCThb KaXKAbIM M3 BaC 3a4EPHHET IO JECATh TOPCTEHN
JIParoleHHbIX

KaMHeH!

— Tonbko He mponuBalTe Bce cpazy! — ycmexnyncsa Konan.



— Kynute 3amkm ¢ OorarbIMH, IUIONOPOAHBIMU 3EMJISIMH, BEAUTE XO3SHUCTBO, — JI0OABUII
DcKuIaMmIl.

— Kynure myunie 1Bopiisl U 3aBeAUTE rapeM! — KpUKHYI Xenar.

Conpaarsl TYCHKOM IOIUTH B miarep 3Be3H0i BeapbMbl.

— DX, *aJb, KpacaBuyuk He JOXKUII... — TPYCTHO CKa3ajl 60pojad ¢ 3a0MHTOBAaHHBIM TOPJIOM,
HabuBas KapmaHbl cCBepKarOIMMU KaMHSIMH.

3areM OH J0JIT0, MOJIYa CMOTPEJ Ha TOTOBbIE K OTIUIBITUIO KOpPaOIu, KOTOPbIE YHECYT €ro K
HOBOM XM3HU. Ho modyeMy-To mpejacTosias ChiTHas, Ooraras >KM3Hb He pajoBaia. HeBoiabHO
BCIIOMHHANACH MTOTyThMa MOA3EMEINI IIUTAICIIN, IIOTHOIIE B CXBaTKaX TOBAPHUIIIH.

«3agem 310 Bce? — ayman Becenmwuak. — Jlng xoro? Pamu dero mormbGarot conparel?! U,
BOOOIIIE, KOMY BCE 3TO Ham0?!..»




Hux Xappuc




KopoHa BJjacTu

B TemHOM ymity onHOM M3 XxapueBeH Ha okpauHe [llaau3apa cuaen munmii. OH ObUT Tak cTap,
4TO, Ka3ajJocCh, B JOOOH MOMEHT MOT yImacTh M ymepeTh. [0jioBa ero Tpsiciach, pyKd XOMUIIU
XOAyHOM. JIOXMOTBS, BUCEBIIME HA KOCTJISBOM TeEJ€, HANOJIOBUHY COCTOSIIA W3 JbIp. biekible,
BBILIBETIIME IV1a3a BCHBIXHYIM O€3yMHEM, KOTZa OH, ¢ HEOKHUIAHHOW CHUJION, CXBaTUJ 3a PYKY
npoxofsauero MuMo Konana:

— ThI HE y3HAEUb MEHsI, repoi?

KummMepuen nmoMopumics, HO IPUCEN psAOM €O cTtapukoM. Ha crome mepen Hum crosa
Kpy)KKa ¢ BoAOW. PSgoM onMHOKO Jieskasl KycOK 4epcTBoro xieba. Jlroau B xapueBHE HE oOparaiu
Ha HUIIETO CTapyvKa BHUMAaHUs. 3/1€Ch MPUBBIKIN K HUIMM U 000pBaHIaM. [[pUBBIKIN Takke U K
BOMHAM — Ha€MHUKaM, OXpaHHHUKAaM, COJIJaTaM, — BECEJISIIIMMCS 32 OOUIILHBIMU CTOJIaMHU.

— Urto Tebe 3aka3arh? — BOpWIMBO cripocuil KoHaH v KUBKOM MOA03Ba CIIYTY.

— MHe HHu4Yero He HYKHO, KoHaH, TOJIBKO BCIIOMHH MEHS, BCIIOMHHU, — 3aKJIWHAJI CTApHUK,
BIIMBAsACh B CUHME IIa3a BapBapa, — s TOT, C KEM Thl CITYCKQJICS B HW)KHUE IPEIEIbl B IMOUCKAX
neMoHa Ypobaxa!

— AkTnoH?! — KoOHaH BHUMAaTEIIBHO BCMOTPEJICS B JKEITOE, KaK IEPraMeHT, JIMIO
ctapuka. — YUto ¢ To60ii ctano?! [ToMmHuTCS, HE Tak AaBHO Ypobax yHec Tebs B Mpanuctan — Tbl
TaMm coOpaJicsi CTaTh BEJIMKUM ITpaBuTeeM!

— 4 u cran um. MoryuyuMm mnpaBuTENEM, U BCE OTH JKAJIKUE JIOAULIKA TPEHETAIN IPHU
YIIOMHUHAHUHM OIHOTO Moero mMeHu. Ho neMoH, cTpemsich, MOCKOpee OCBOOOAUTCS OT CIIYXKOBI,
yckopusl BpeMs. llaTpaecsaT ner mig MeHsd MpoJeTend, Kak oauH T1oA. S mocrapen cTojb
CTPEMUTEINIBHO, YTO HE YCIIEJI HACIAJAUTHCS HEOTPAHMYEHHOW BIIACTBIO, HE YCIEJ MOYYBCTBOBATh
BKYC JKHU3HU TOBEJIUTENS LEIOro Hapona. Ypobax nmepexutpuil MeHs. W teneps 1 — Hunmil. S
CKUTaroCh 1o okpanHam llaguzapa u npomy nonasHus.

— IlewanpHas cympba, — ckaszan Konan 0e3 Besko medann, — KM Obl ceOe 4YeCTHBIM
KYIIIOM, He Jie3 Obl K JIEMOHAaM. ..

— Ho Tenepsr Bce mamenutcs, Konan, — mpomenTtan AKTHOH, — S 3HaI0, KaK BEPHYTh
MOJIOAOCTh. Thl MHE B 3TOM TTOMOKEIII!

— Buaumnms 1, — HacMenuimBo MpoTsaHyT KoHaH, — MBI, KOHEYHO, ¢ TOOOH TepeKuIn Koe-

Kakue MPUKIIOUEHUS, HO Thl MOCTYNUJ C HAMHU HE CJIMIIKOM XOPOILO, U S TTIOYEMY-TO HE TOPIO
KeJaHUEeM BEPHYTh TeOe MOJIOAOCTb.

— ThI Begp Xouenb cTarbh KoposieM, KoHaH? — AKTHOH BHOBb CXBarujl KUMMEpHUIA 32 PYKY
¥ BHOBb C CHJION, KOTOPYIO TPYIHO OBLIO 3alOA03pUTHh B €r0 CTAPUECKOM Telle, — ThI XOYEIllh
MOJIYYUTh KOpOoJeBCcTBO? Thl €ro mosydniib! A s mojiydy MOJOJOCTh U HAUHY Bce ¢ Hayana. OTBeau
MEHS KyAa-HUOY/b, IJIe MOKHO CIIOKOHHO OOCYAUTH Halll IJIaH. ..

HebOonpmoil kapaBaH Jepkajl MyTh Ha BOCXOH COJIHIIA, B CTOPOHY BEJIMY€CTBEHHBIX
Keszankuiickux rop. Tam, cpein BEUHBIX CHETOB, B CAMOM Xa0C€ HarpOMOXKICHUS CKaJl, B MOTAWHOU
neiepe npsaTaicsa OT CMEPTHBIX MCTOUYHMK MosiogocTh. HeOonbliol, MSTKo XKypualmi pydeek
KPacCHOIO, KaK KpOBb, I[BETA MOKA3bIBAJICSA HA MUT B YINIy IELIEPbI U BHOBb MCUYE3aJl B HEPAX TOPBL



A psiioM, B TSDKEJIOM 30JI0TOM CYHJIyKE *KJIaJla X03siMHa KOPpOHa aOCOIFOTHOM BIIACTH.

Bce »T0 pacckazan AKTHOH, CBepkas TimazamMH W 4acTo xBaras KoHaHa 3a pyKy cyxXumu
CTApYECKUMU JIAJIOHSIMHU. A B COCETHUX Tenepax, KOHEUHO K€, JeKall HECMETHbIE COKPOBUIIA,
BEKaMU XpaHUMBIE ISl TOTO, KTO CyMeeT JOOBITh KOPOHY.

Yro 3actaBusio Konana BHOBb moBepuTh KoayHy? Hy, mpekie Bcero, IMpoIUIblii pa3 OH, B
oOiiemM-To, HEe oOmanyil... Kpome Toro, jt000Bp KUMMEpHIIa K IMOXonaMm, aBaHTiOpaM... Crarhb
kKoposem? Hermoxo, XOTs TPyIHO MOBEPHUTH, UTO HEKas KOPOHA, MYyCTh JIa)Ke W BOJIICOHAsS, MOXKET
MOCaJNUTh €¢ o0nmagaresist Ha TpoH. Bellb TPOHBI-TO, KaK MPaBUIIO, OBIBAIOT 3aHSTHI. ..

Ho AKTHOH KJISUICS OCTaTKOM >KH3HHU: CTOUT 3aBIAJ€Th KOPOHOM, KaK JaJIbIlle BCE CBEPIIMTCS
camo cOOOH.

«Tebe OyayT CITY>KUTh THICSIYM HE3PUMBIX CYILIECTBY», — YBEPSUI OH.

Bbixomuiio, 4To 1EMOHBI BCe clienaroT caMu. Hy>kHO ObUTO TOJNBKO JOOBITH KOPOHY U BHIOPATh
cTpany... Ml MpuxBaTUTh COKPOBHINA B COCEAHEN TTerepe.

KapaBan mpoasurasics Ha BocTok. KoHaH, Ha BOpoHOM KOHe, Xemar Ha BepOmtoze... [loutu,
Kak pasbIle. TOJbKO KOJIAYH AKTHOH HE TaplieBaj Ha pPe3BOM >Kepedlle — OH CHJEN MEIIKOM
Mex Ty ropbamu Broporo BepOmona. M Bua cordbeHHOTo craprka cepauii, pa3ipaxai THOMa, B3I
KOTOPOTO, TOMUMO BOJIM, TOCTOSTHHO YIUPAJICA B CIUHY JPAXIIONO KOJIIyHA.

['noma Konan Haien B oHoM u3 npuToHoB Illagu3apa. Xemnar onyx OT MbSHCTBA U JOJTO HE
MOT TIOHATh, KTO W 3aueM 3a HuM mpuinen. Ho korga y3nan, uro Konan ero He 3a0bu1, yTo Konan
BHOBb IPUIJIAIIIAET €T0, KaK paHbllle, B OMACHBIM IMOXO/A, 3apbliaji, TOBUCHYB Ha HOTE JApyra M,
pPaCILUIaTUBIIMCh MOCJHEIHUMHU MEISIKaMU C XO35MHOM TMPUTOHA, OTHpaBWics B NyTh. biaro,
cobupars eMy ObLIIO HEYEro.

AKTHOHA OH Tak W He y3Hal. [IpocTo moBepun KoHaHy, 4To mepen HUM TOT CaMbli BECEJIbII
KOJIJTyH, KOTOPOTO JIeMOH YpobOax yHec B MpaHucTaH, rie oH BOJIIIEOHBIM 00pa3oM cocTapuics. A
Tenepb, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI HaclaXXJarbcsi Oeceloi C JPyroM, OH BBIHYXKJEH CMOTpPETh Ha
CYTY/IYIO CHUHY HEMOIIHOTO CTapHuKa.

[lbuibHAS, BBDKXKEHHAs CTEMb YTOMJIsUIa OMHOOOpaszueMm. Xemar, IOHyKas BepOtofa,
nopasHsuIcs ¢ KoHaHOM.

— A e, kpacasuna Utunua? Tlouemy oHa He ¢ TOOOM?

— He mory xe s Bcex kpacaBull ¢ co00il BO3uTh, — MpoBopuan Konan, 3arem mobaBui: —
[locine Toro, Kak MbI 10 CMEPTH HAJIOETU IPYT JIPYTY, OHA OTIPABUJIACh B I0KHBIE KOPOJIEBCTBA. . .

— 3HAUUT, Bbl PACCTAINChH, — YTOYHWJI X€Mar ¢ rpycThIo.

— Paccranuch, — noaresepanit Konan u Hazionro 3amoiyal.

KeszaHkulickue ropbl BCTPETWIN MYyTEHIE CTBEHHUKOB HENACKOBO. CTOMIIO KapaBaHy BCTYIUTH B
MPEATOPbsl, KAK MOIHSIICSA CHUJIBbHBIA BETEP, TPO3UBIIAM K HOUM NIEPEUTH B yparaH.

— HyxHo uckarp nemepy st HoueBku! — kpukHyin Konas.

[Ipi1p 3a0uBasia 1a3a, Mellaia JbliaTh. BHavane HeOONbIME, MOYTH UTPYIICUHBIE BUXPU



pa3pacTaiuch, KPyTHJIM YK€ HE TOJBKO MbUIb, HO M MEJIKHUE MECYMHKH, OOJbHO YIapsBIIME IO
I71a3aM.

— Ho kak onu y3nanu? — 0opmoTtan AKTHOH. — MBI ke elle JaJIeKO... KaK OHU y3HaJIH?

Konan npummopun KOHS W TMOMYAJCSd TOJ 3allMTy JePEBbEB — HEOOBIION POIMIIHI,
BHE3AITHO MOSIBUBIICICS U3 MYTHOM, MMUTBHOM MEJIEHbl. AKTHOH M Xemar MO CHENHIN CIEIOM.

Poiiia Obuta HEBENMKA U COCTOSJIA U3 YPOMJIUBBIX, KPUBOOOKHX JINCTBEHHBIX JIEPEBHEB, HO BCE
K€ 3alMIIAJIa OT BETPA U TBLIH.

JlepeBbsd CTOHANM W THYIUChb, OChINas IYTHUKOB JIMCTBOM. B 1IymMe BeTpa cCibluaIvuch
3aBBIBAHMS TIOTEPSIHHBIX MYII, BOW BOJKOB M IyM OTAaJIieHHOW OuTBBL. KoHaH 3HAN, 4TO WMHOTIA
yparaHsl NMPUHOCST CTpaHHbIE 3BYKH. M cTpaHHBIE BenmM ciaydaroTcsl mocie yparaHoB. C HeOa
najgalT PbIObL, JATYyIIKU... OmHaxapl — u KoHaH ObUT TOMYy CBHUJETENIEM — CMEpY IpUHEC
OKPOBABJIICHHYIO OTpYOIeHHYIO pyKy. [ 1e-To kurena 6uTBa... OTa UCTOPUS C PYKOW MpeBparuiach
B OOBIUHYIO 3aCTOJIbHYIO 0aliKy, B KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE BEpUII...

Bypsi mocteneHHO cTuxajia, HO Bopyajia, Opro3kajia, Kak pa3olIe/IIMcS B CCOpPE CTapHK,
KOTOPBIA JIOJITO HE MOXKET YCIOKOUTHCS, pa3MaxuBas pykaMu W Oypya MOJ HOC 3aro3Jalible
npokisATHs. lleCdmHKM yXe He CEeKJIM IIEKW, NbUlb cTaja ocenarb. [losBMIIach BO3MOXHOCTH
OCMOTPEThCA. YKPBIBIIAS WX POLMIIA MPEBPATWIIACH B CKOIMILIE CKEJIETUKOB — BETEP COpPBAI C
JEPEBBHEB TTOYTHU BCIO JIUCTBY. BepOmtoap! unxanu, JIIOIU C TPYAOM MPOYUCTHUIIH Ta3a.

— Tb1 yTO-TO GopMOTAaI... — KOHaH moBepHY/ICsS K KOJIAYHY. — KT0-TO 4TO-TO y3HAIM. ..
— Jla... — AKTHOH 3amMsuics. — TbI %€ HE Jymaellb, 4YTO KOPOHY U MCTOYHHK HUKTO HE
crepexer!

— IIpo cTpaxkelt Tl MOYEMY-TO paHblle HE TOBOPUJI! — ¢ HeTofoBaHKWEM 3aMeTuil KoHaH.

— OT0 U TaK sAcHO... Eciau Obl Bce 3TU OorarcTa JA0CTABAIUCH TaK MPOCTO — UX OBl JABHO
y’K€ TaM He ObLIO.

— JlagHo, 00 3TOM eie OyaeT BpeMs MOroBOpuTh, — Opocuii KoHaH, — a 1oka Hy>KHO HallTh
MECTO JIJISl HOUYEBKH.

UYepe3 KOpOTKOE BpeMs Hallllach MoAxoAsAmas nemepa. J[ocTarouHoO MpOCTOpHAS Jaxe s
JBYX BepOTIOA0B U KOHS, KOTOPBIX HE PUCKHYIIM OCTaBUTh Ha HOUb CHAPYXKH.

Xermar HarackaJl XBOPOCTY M pa3Besi oroHb. KoHaH 3aMeTuJI, 4TO JbIM OT KOCTpa YCTPEMUJICS
HE HApPYXY, a BHYTPh NELIEpPbl, 3HAYUT, IIe-TO ObUT U BTOPOM BBIXO, HAXOMAIMICA 3HAUUTEIHLHO
BhIIIIE TIEpBOTO. M3 NnpenocTopokHOCTH 3TO BPEMEHHOE MPUCTAHUIIE CIIEI0BAJIO OCMOTPETh.

[TpuroToBuB nBa HeOOIbIMX (Pakena, KoHan HampaBuiics, ObUTO, BIIYOb MEMIEPhl, HO AKTHOH
CXBaTWJI €T0 3a PyKy. JTa €ro MaHepa XBararTh 3a PYKH Bce OOJIbIliE pa3fpakajia KUMMEpHUHIIA.
Tenepp pyku AkTHOHA omepekanu cioBa. Kyma neBanics TOT Becesblil KOJAyH-Oanaryp, KOTOPHIM
CONIPOBOX A UX B HHKHUE NIpeAebl?.. BopoueM, K CTapoCTH y BCEX MEHSIFOTCS IPUBBIYKH. . .

— Ionoxau, Konan, mogoxan, — 3amentan AKTHOH.

[opsiunii menoT, Tak HE CBOMCTBEHHBIM MpeKHEMY AKTHOHY, 371U KoHaHa He MeHbIle, YeM
CTPEMJICHUE YXBaTUTh 3a PYKY.

— Yero TbI menyenis?! bouibes, 4To MOACTYIIAOT HETONbIpH?!

— Ilonox 1, He CTOUT AAJIEKO XOUTh BIIIYOb 3TOM MEIIePhl!

— Tlouemy?

— Iloxoxe, MBI TONIAJIA B O/IHY U3 MELIEp, TIE. ..

— I'ne — uro? — Herepnenuo crnpocui Konaxn

— CnoBoMm, 310 nemepa Bemnkux Crsimmx... S Hamen 3Haku Ha creHe... llepeHoueBarhb
3/16Ch MOKHO — Y CaMOT0 BX0/1a, HO 00CIIEIOBATh €€. .. HEXKEIATeIIbHO.



[TomeqnuB, KoHaH BHOBB MpHCEN K KOCTPY. Xe€mar CTaparejibHO 3aroTaBIMBall XBOPOCT —
CKJIAJIbIBAJI €70 HEeMOonaa€Ky ¢ TaKUM PacyeToM, YTOOBI XBaTUIIO JI0 YTpa.

— Yro 310 32 Benukue Crsinme?

— HukTo TouHO HE 3HaeT... — AKTHOH MeJJIEHHO moadupai cioBa. — B memiepax, B caMbIX
MOTACHHBIX YIOJIKaX MHOTAA MOKHO BCTPETUTh CHAIIMX TMTAaHTOB... CISNMX WM OKaMEHEBIIHUX. . .
HE 3HaK. JTO HE JEMOHBI, He Ooru... [loxoxe, uto 310 Jroau... [Ipenanus racsar, 4TO OHM KUIU
Ha 3eMJIE 3aJI0JITO JI0 Hac. ..

— A, MOXeT, 3TO MPOCTO KaMEHHbIe H3BasHUA? — XemaT CKYINO MOAO0POCHI B OTOHb
XBOPOCTY.

— Her... OHM U3 IUIOTH. .. U3 OKaMEHEBIIIEH TIOTH... OHM KIYT.

— Yero xayr? — Ha rHoma paccka3z KojayHa Mpou3Bel, Ka3aJloCh, CUJIBHOE BIEYATIICHUE.

— MomenTa npobyx)eHus, €CTeCTBEHHO, — HACMEIIUTUBO MOACHWI AKTUOH, — U OeJia, eciu
OHU MPOOYAATCS paHbIlle BpeMeHH !

— Kpom! — Bockiuknyn Konan. — S nomken ux yBuaetb! He Oolics, kKoyayH, s MpOKpagyCh
THIIIEC MBIIIH... HE Pa30yXKy.

N He cnyias ganbiie 00pMOTaHUN AKTHOHA, OH PEHIUTENBHO ABUHYJICS BINIYOb MEIIEPHL.

— Ipoxkmsatee! — mpobopmoTan konmyH. — Jlydme Obl 1 Hudero He ToBopui! Ecnu oHwm
MPOCHYTCH. ...

— A 4TO0 — TakKoe yxe ObUI0? — TOHKHM T0JI0COM CIIPOCHIT Xerar.

— He B Haie Bpems... Panbuie... 1 nociencTBus oka3anch yKacHBI. ..

Konmyn ccyrymuiicst Ha KOCTpOM, OyITO XOTeNl BIOUTATh B CTaApYECKOE TEJIO >KUBUTEIHHOE
TEIJIO OrHs. Xemnar MOTEPSIHHO MOJ4aj, MBITasCh MPEICTaBUTh MOCIEICTBUS MPOOYKICHUS
rUraira. TUIIMHY Hapyllal TOJBKO TPEeCK KocTpa. OroHb XaaHO MOXHpPAd CyXU€ BETKH —
HaOpachIBajCs, XBaTaj, J13aj, U HE OTIYCKaJI yXe€ J0 KOHIIa, O MOYEepPHEBIICH roioBemKku. Bus
ATUX yIJIEW HaBeBa Ha Xemnara CMEPTHYIO TOCKY.

[Iponuio HeMaJIO BpEMEHU C Te€X MOp, Kak ymen Konadn. ['HOM u KoJayH Mosganu. Xemnar
XMYPHUJICS, HEPBHO CXKMUMas Kylaku. AKTHOH HaBUC HaJl KOCTPOM, TYObI €10 O€33By4HO IIEBEIUIIUCE.

«Yto oH — MonuTCA cBoMM Ooram, — jaymain Xemnar, — WM TBOPUT 3akiuHaHus? bynb
MPOKJISATHI BCE KOJIAYHbI! BCe OHM — HEMOHATHBIE, a, 3HAYUT, OMTACHBIE CO3JAHUSD).

My4duTenbHO-MEUIEHHO TSIHYIOCHh Bpemsa. KoHaH He Bo3Bpamajics. Xenar 3aMeTH MYpaBbs,
CIICIIAILETO K BBIXOMY U3 MEIIEPHI. 3aTeM JPYyroro, Tperbero. CIOKOWHO mpomnoisiia rycenuna. I ae-
TO 3allypllaia Mbllb. MUp KUJT MPUBBIYHON, Pa3MEPEHHOMN KU3HBIO.

W3 ryOuH 3emut pa3fajicst CTpaHHBINA 3BYK. | HOM BCKOUMII, KaK yXaJE€HHbBINA. AKTHOH TOIHSIT
TOJIOBY U MPUCIYIIANICA. 3BYK MPOAOJIKAJICS — HHU3KOE TyleHHe, BUOpaIus, COIporannue KaMHs MO
HOTaMH.

— UYto 310? UT0? — Xemar BbITapaliJI IVla3a TAaK, YTO OHU, Ka3aJIOCh, MOTYT BBINIACTh W3
IJIA3HHUII.

— Sl He 3Ha10... — yCcTaNo cKa3ajl KOJJAYH, — MOXKET ObITh, 3TO MPOOYXKJIEHHUE. . .

3ByKk HapacTall. CBepXy MOCHITAINCH MEIKHE KAMHU. 3eMJIs Ty/iesa TaK, YTO BUOPUPOBAJIO BCE
TEJIO. YIIM 3aKJIaJbIBaIO.

— Yro nemarp? — Metainca Xemar. — Mckare Konana?! Mnm BBEIBECTH KUBOTHBEIX H
MPUTOTOBUTHCA K OerctBy? Uto nenarw? I'oBopu, konayit! — oH motpsc Aktuona. — ['oBopu, 4to
JieJaTh!

— [loxamnyi, CTOUT IPUTOTOBUTHCA K OETCTBY, — MpolIaMKall AKTHOH, — Kak ToJibko KoHaH
MOSIBUTCA, Cpa3y M Oexarb... CKakarhb HO4YBIO... CJIOMarb ceOe Iero... Kak Toibko KonaH



MOSIBUTCSL. .. €CJIU MOSIBUTCHL. ..

— bynp TbI npokisAt! byap ThI...

3ByK MCUE€3 TaK K€ BHE3AMHO, KaK MOSBUWIICS. Menkue KaMHH €lie NPOAOJKAINA ChINAThCs, HO
cTpaHHass BUOpanusi cTuxia. TUIMHA OMTyIMJIA, KaK YIapoM MoJioTa. Xemar 3acTbul, OyaTo
MPEBPATUIICS B KaMEHb. AKTHOH TSKKO B3J0XHYI M TTOIOPOCHUIT B KOCTEP XBOPOCTY.

— bynem xnars. ..

Korna Konan otomen ot kocTpa M 3axer (hakes, OH 3aMETWJI, YTO Melepa cTajia ropasjio
npocTopHel. BooOiue, Bxon, re OHU CUJIENH, OXOIUJ Ha TOpJBIIIKO KyBIIMHA. A cama Ielepa
MMella, TMO-BUJAUMOMY, OTPOMHBIE pasMmepbl. CTalakTUThl W CTAJIArMHUTHI TMOXOOUJIM Ha 3YOBl,
TOpYalMe B MacTU TUTAaHTCKOIO JIpakOHa, TOTOBbIE B JIIOOON MOMEHT COMKHYThCS U CXBaTUTh
HEKJIAHHOTO TOCTS.

[locTenenHo CBOMIBI NEMEPHI NOTEPSIUCH B TEMHOTE, @ CTEHBI PAa30LUIMNCh HACTOJIBKO, UTO CBET
(dakena 10 HUX eaBa AocTaBal. KoHaH JIBUTANCS COBEPIIEHHO OECIIYMHO, HU €IMHBIM 3ByKOM HE
HapyllaJI TUIIMHY 3TOI0 IMOA3EMHOIO KWININA OKAMEHEBILETO BEJINKAHA — €CJIH, KOHEYHO, BEPUTh
Aktuony. llemepa TsHymach OIHMM TpOMaIHbBIM TOHHENEM. MenKkHe XoAbl U OTBETBICHUSA HE
npusiekand BHUManus Konana. I 1e-to Tam, B HeIpax ropel, TAUTCA HEYTO CTpaHHOE... He nemoH,
He OOr... YenoBeK, >KMBIUIMHA B Hayaje BpeMeH. Tak cuuTand KOJAyH AKTHOH. Tak TOBOpHUIIU
MpEeIaHus.

Yero Hukak He oxujan yBujeTb KonaH, Tak 310 00OpaboTaHHOrO KaMmHs. TBOpeHHs pyK
yenoBeka! CaMblii KOHEILl MEUIEPBI, €€ IMOCHEAHSAA CTEHA COCTOsUIA M3 OTPOMHBIX, XOPOIIO
OTECaHHBIX KaMEHHBbIX NIbI0. HekoTopble KaMHM BBICTYNAIW B BUJI€ NMPUMHUTHUBHO BBIPE3aHHBIX
JIPaKOHBUX MOP/I, YXMBUISIBIIMXCS 0€33y00H YCMEIIIKOM.

BHr3y KaMEHHOM KJIAJIKW, IIEPETOPAKMBAIOLIICH IIEHICPy, HAXOAWJIACh OrPOMHAas apka,
yKpaleHHasi 0oJjiee u3sHoN pe3rooi. Eciu 6s1 KoHaH BBIPOC B BBICOTY B HECKOJIBKO pa3, TO U
TOTa OH MOT OBl MMPONTHU B 3Ty apKy, He crubas rojoBbl. J[Bepeil umu BopoT He Obu10. HuuTo He
3anupanock. M Bce ke, Oorareipp Memnui. Kakas-To oxpaHa JOJKHA ObITh... Mu JOBYIIKH.
IIpunercs nourymers. ..

OH nogHsI HEOOJIBIION KaMeHb U OpOCHII €T0 Tiepe]] co00il — TyAa, Kya JOJIKHA CTYIUTh €T0
Hora. Huuero He mpousonuio. Moxet, kaMeHb CIIMIIKOM Mai? [Ipunumochk mOTpyIuThCS U HAWTH
no6Ooibitie. Kpymiblid BalyH BECUJI MPUMEPHO CTOJIBKO K€, CKOJBKO 4esnoBeK. KoHaH B3I0XHYNT U
MOKaTHJI €0 TIepe]] COOOM.

Ecnu cpabotaer JioByllka — a 3TO, CKOpee BCETo, OylIeT CKpbITas iMa — KaMEeHb IIPOBAJIUTCA,
a 4EJIOBEK YCIIEET OCTaHOBUTHCS.

Huuero. Hukakux nosymek. I[Ipoiias apky, Konan yBuaen orpoMHbId KaMEHHBIM anTapb U
JIeXKaIIero Ha HEM OKAaMEHEBILEro uenoBeka. PasMepsl ruranta nopaxainu. Eciau Obl kuMMepuery
pEeLmMIICs JIeYb PSIIOM C TE€JIOM UCIIOJIMHA, OH €/Ba JIM 10CTal Obl €My /10 KOJIEH.

Mennenno obomen KoHaH 3Ty cTpaHHyro ycblnainbHULy. UyThe OBIBIIEIO BOpa TOBOPHUIIO, YTO
3J€Ch MOTYT XPAaHUTHCS COKPOBHUINA MPHU KU3HHU MNpPUHALICKABUME crisimeMmy. Ho rurantckum
ckJien Obu1 MycT. ToNbKO BO3BBIILIAJICS MTOCPEINHE KAMEHHBIM TOMOCT € 3aCTHIBIIMM, OKaMEHEBIIMM
OTPOMHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

[lepBbIit dhaken moropan — TMpUIILIa MOpa Bo3Bpalarkcs. B mocneanuii pa3 Konan oOormen



BOKpyT anraps. HeGonpinas TpemmHa Ha OOKOBOW CTEHE INpHUBIEKIAa ero BHUMaHue. U eme onxa,
IO/ IPSIMBIM YIJIOM, U €LIE.

JBepb! MInu kaMeHb, KOTOPBIA MOXXHO BBIHYTh. 3HAUUT, aJITapb BHYTpU moublii! UTo kK, ecinu
TUTaHT, 3aChlllas, U PELIMJI MPUIPATATh Napy MEIIKOB JPArOlEeHHbIX KAMHEN — JIYYIIETO MECTA,
YeM B HEJIpaxX CBOETO JIoKa, He HalTu! Hy)KHO TOJIBKO CYMETh 3Ty IBEPh OTKPHITh.

KoHaH OCTOpOXXHO HaJaBUJI JIAJIOHSMH HAa KaMe€Hb. M3 Heap ropbl JOHECIOCh BOpPYAHUE.
['myxoii, HeOBOJIBHBIM pOKOT. [Opa 3arymena. Antapb cTajl BHOpUpPOBATH TaK, YTO KaMEHHBIN
BEJINKAH HA HEM TPSICCA, KaK MJIAJCHEI] B JIFOJIBKE, YKAYMBAEMbIA HEPAJIUBON MAaTEPHIO.

CxsaruB ¢aken, Konan 6pocusics k Beixony. KaMeHHBbIe TIIBIOBI HA/T apKOU ITIATAIKCH, OITyCKast
3aBECY MbUIH.

N yxe mpoberas moj apkoi, yCIlblliaJl KUMMEpPHUEI] T0J0C, MOA0OHBIM T'yly ropHOTO o0OBaa.
TsKenno magany 4y>kue U HEMOHATHBIE CIIOBA. SI3bIK, HA KOTOPOM TOBOPUJI TUTAaHT, JaXK€ OTIAJICHHO
HE MOXOJIWJI HU Ha OJJMH U3 SI3BIKOB, 3By4allliX B COBPEMEHHOM MUDE.

He Beigep:kaB, Konan octanoBuics u omiaHylcsl. KapTrHa, KOTOPYIO OH YBUJIEI, IPEKIEC YEM
BHOBb Opocuics Oexarb, HaBEUHO 3aleyarsienach B €ro maMsTu. BenwkaH caauiicss Ha CBOEM
rpOMaHOM JIoke! MeNKkne 0CKOJIKM KaMEHHOW CKOPJIYIBI OCBHITAINCH C HETO, KaK CYXU€ JIUCThA C
TIepeBa.

YeneB nmomymarb, YTO BHYTPHM OKAMEHEBIIEW CKOPJYIIbL, 3TO MPOCTO OTPOMHBIA YEIOBEK W3
MJI0TH ¥ KpoBH, KoHan nmocnenmi o6parHo.

AKTHOH M Xemnar MPUTOTOBUIIM >KMBOTHBIX M YK€ CHUICIH MEX TopOOB CBOMX BEpOIIOIOB,
Korjga u3 Henp neniepsl nospuics Konan. He roBopst HU ciioBa, OH BCKOUMJI B CEIJIO Kepebdlia u
3amep, MPUCITYILUBASICh.

Braavane TummMHA Hapylmanach TOJBKO XparoM KOHS, HETEPHEINBO MEPEeCTYMAOIIETO
KOMNBITAMH, 3aT€M U3 TIIYOMHBI MELIEPhl pa3/lalicsl HESACHBIA IIIyM — OYATO KTO-TO BOJIOKOM TaIllUT
MMOBO3KY, Y KOTOPOW BHE3aIMTHO OTBAIIMJIMCH KOJECA.

— OH npochyics, — cka3an KoHaH, NOBEepHYBIIMCH K AKTHOHY, — Thl MOXKEIIb [10COBETOBATH
4YTO-HUOYNb, KpoMe OercTBa’?

— Kpome OerctBa — HUYETO, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETHJI KOJAYH U TPOHYJ BEpOIIO/a.

[Ilym, ponocsiumiics w3 mnemepsl, Bce Hapactaid. llocipnmanock HU3KOE, HETOBOJIBHOE
BopuaHue. ChImaauch KaMHU, Tynena 3emiis. PaznaBanuck nryxue yaapbl, OyITO KTO-TO OFPOMHBIM
MOJIOTOM MPOOUBAJ CTEHY.

3a KOJJ[yHOM HE€ MeIIKasi, ycTpeMuicsi Xemnar, TpOMKO MOHYKasl JEHUBOro BepoOmona. Konan
TPOHYNI KOHA mnociaegHuM. OTbhexaB Ha pACCTOSIHUE IIOJIETAa CTPEJbl, OH OCTaHOoBwWiCA. U3
«OYTBIIIOYHOTO TOPJIBIIIKAY TEIEPhI TYCTO BBIKATHIBAIMCH KIYObI MbUTH. CIBIIATNCH TITyXUe yIaphl.
[laganu orpomMHble KaMHU. M, HakoHEll, KaK BBIPBABILEECS HAPYXKYy IIaMsi NPU H3BEPKEHHUU
BYJIKaHa, MOSBUJICS C MOAHATHIMU pyKaMU yxacHbIi rurantT. C peBoM OH OTOpOCHII, 3aBaJIMBABIINE
€ro /10 mosica KaMHH, BBIICPHYI HOTY, 3aTEM BTOPYIO M BCTall BO BECh POCT, UCIIYCTHUB TPOMOBOM
BOILIb HE TO SIPOCTH, HE TO JINKOBAHUSI.

Tosibko Teneps KoHaH cMOT OLIEHUTH POCT M MOIIb BearMKaHa. CaMble BBICOKUE JIEPEBbS €1BA
JOCTaBaJIu €My JI0 Tosica. MpIINIbI pyK U HOT B3JIyBAIKCh OIpOMHBIMU Oyrpamu. Koka ruranta
ObLJIa TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOTO 1[BETA, @ HUXKHSSA YaCTh T€Ja TYCTO MOPOCIa BOJIOCAMMU.

C TpymoM moBopauvBasi TOJIOBY, BEJIMKAH HCKAJI TOTO, KTO MOCMEN MOTPEBOXKUTH €r0 COH.
Hakonern, B3misaz ero Hamen Konana. Ha goaruit MUr 4eoBeK M TUTAHT M3 CTApOi 3a0BITOM AITOXH,
BCTpETUIIMCH a3aMu. [{ukyro 3100y nmpounTan KoHnan Bo B3mse BellMKaHa, HEHABUCTD, JKEJIaHUE
yoOuBarb. M3/1aB HU3KUN peB, TUTAHT IATHYI K 4yesioBeKy. [loxoxe, 4To JBUKEHUS, MOCIEe MHOTHX



TBICSY JIET CIISIYKHU, TABAIUCH EMY C TPYIIOM.

Ho Konan He cOMHeBasCs, YTO CKOPO BEJIMKAH PA30UAECTCS, PA30MHET MBIIIIBI, U TOTAA BPSAL
JU OT HETO YyIacTcsl YCKOJB3HYTh Aake Ha KoHe. He Memkas Ooiiee, OH Jan IImOpPHI Kepedily u
yepe3 MTrHOBeHUE JorHai ToBapuineil. Ilo cyacTeio, yke paccBeigo, ¥ MOXHO ObLIO BbIOMpATh
JIOpOTY, HE TI0JIarasich Ha >KUBOTHBIX. Uepe3 MOJIOBUHY KOJIOKOJIa OBICTPOM €371l IIyM M03adu CTHX.
Xerar B3/I0XHYJ C O0JIETYEHUEM:

— Iloxoxe, OH HE CAMIIKOM OBICTPO O€raet, ’TOT KaMEHHBII TUraHT!

Konan nmpomoirgai, a KoJayH, MpadHO IISIHYB Ha pa3BeCEIMBILETOCSI THOMA, CKa3aJl:

— On Oynet Hac npecienoark. [loiiger no Hamemy ciexny. He 3Hato — mno 3amaxy, Wi Kak-To
eIle, HO OH Hac HalaeT U yobeT. OH HE TPOCTUT HEYPOUHOTO MPOOYKIACHUS.

— TlorousiiTe cBOMX JIEHUBBIX BepOMtOA0B, — Mpolypuan KonaHn, — mocrapaemcsi yoparbcs
MOJIAJIBIIIE, TOKA OH €ILE BSJIBIM. . .

— OHn Hegoaro OyneT BJIbIM, — 3aMeTUI AKTHOH, — TMOJIYJIEHHAs ’Kapa pa3orpeeT €ro, a yx
Tormal..

[IyTHUKYU rajgonom CKakaju Mo TPONUHKe, NeTstonei cpeau ckai. Ckopee B ropbl! 3abparbest
MOBBIIIE, TPONUTH Y3KUMHU TPOIMAMHU, CHOYTaTh CIENbl, 3aMaHUTh BEJIMKAaHA Ha KapHU3BI,
HaBHCAONMe HaJ O€3THON, Tyaa, TA¢ OH HEe MPOHIeT — COPBETCS B MPOITACTh WJIM TOBEPHET Ha3a !

['opbl BCTpETWIIM MYTEIIECTBEHHUKOB BOPYAHUEM OTIAJIEHHBIX KAMHEIAJ0B U T'YJIOM JIABHH,
CXOIAIIMX C UCKPALIMXCS CHEToM BepinH. [IpecnenoBarens cibliHo He Obulo, U Aake KonaH moutu
YBEpUJICA B TOM, YTO AKTHOH IO CTapOCTH CBOE€M MOI U OUIMOUTHCS, CIYTaTh MpPENaHHs, WU
IIPOCTO CTYCTUTH KPACKHU.

Ho xonayH BeImIsiAen MpadyHbIM U 03a004eHHBIM. OH YBEpEHHO HAIPaBIIsI BepOIoaa B caMmbie
ONACHBIC MECTA, INI€ IPONAaCTh C OAHOM CTOPOHBI M OTBECHAsA CTEHA, C IPYroM, MONIM ITIOMEIATh
IPOMaHOMY IIPECIIECI0BATENI0 UATH 110 UX CIIEIaM.

Tonpko K Bedyepy peumiu cienarb npuBai. Pacronoxuwincy Ha OOJIBIIOM yCTyIe, HEMHOTO B
CTOPOHE OT TPOIbIL, MO 3AIMTOM OrPOMHOM, HABHCAIOUIEH HAaJ TOJOBAMHM CKaJbl. Y>KUHAIH
KECTKOM COJIOHMHOW U cyXapsMu. M My4uTeNbHO BCIAYLLIMBAJIKUCH B 3BYKH IMOTPYKAIOLUMXCS B
CYMEPKH TOpP.

Bort rme-to ckarmiicst KamMmeHb. 1 OpHBIN KO3€l IpBIraeT Mo CKajiam, Becenurtcs, uiun?.. [ ae-to
MPOKATUJIIOCH 3X0 OT YMNABILETO B MPONacTh BallyHa. KTo ero cronknyn?

KamMau camu mapmaror peako... Berep u Boma HECATKM JIET TOYAT BaJlyHbI, MOIMBIBAIOT
OCHOBaHHUE, CTaparTcs, ObIOTCS, a KaMeHb CTOMT. MHorme roapl TpeOYyIOTCS MPUPOAE, YTOOBI
MOJTOYUTH PAaBHOBECHE, C/IENIaTh €r0 MIATKUM, U TOJBKO TOT/A I0CTaTO4YHO OyAeT CHUIIbHOIO MOpPhIBA
BeTpa, YTOObI BalyH, HAKOHEIll, MOKAaTUJCS, YBIEK 3a cOOOM Apyrux, cosjaaBasi, TaKUM 00pa3oMm,
HEYMOJIMMBII TOPHBII 00Ball.

Hocrarouno mnopeBa Berpa... Mmmu?.. Unm KTO-TO MOXKET NOATOJKHYTH — CIYy4alHO —
KaMEHb. .. KTO-TO OrpOMHBII MOXET 3aJ€Th €10, MPOOUPASICh 1O Clie]aM HEHABUCTHBIX BParoB. ..

— Jlaneko enie 10 TBOEH Ienepbl ¢ MICTOUHUKOM MOJIOIOCTH? — npepBasi Mmojidanue KoHnaH.

Konayn menko mokusai. [IpomenTan 4To-To, mpoiaMkain 6e33y0bIM pTOM.

— Eme 1Hs qBa-Tpu IyTH. .. €CIM HAC HUKTO HE OCTAHOBMT. ..

— 4 mymaro, TUTaHT 32 HAMU HE TPOMIET, — MOAAI rojoc Xenar, — COPBETCS B IPONAacTh!



— EMy He 00s13aTesIbHO UTH TOYHO IO HAlMM ciegaM! — oTpe3all KOJIIyH, 3aTeM J0OaBUII:
— Ho s umen B Buay npyrux... Ilemepsl, Kya Mbl HalpaBiasieMcsl, CTEPETYT CUIIBHBIE IEMOHBL. .. a
A yKe CcTap... He 3Har0, CMOTY JIH A...

— O 6oru! — Cunue maza Konana nospixayau oruemM. — Tak Thl orripaBuiicst HaoOym?! T
HE YBEPEH B CBOMX cuJIax?!

— S monpoOyro ux 00y3ark, — cka3ai AKTHOH, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, — IOMPOOYIO. ..

— A KTO-HUOY/b e1ie, KpOME JEMOHOB, CTEPEXKET COKPOBUINA? — cripocui Xenar.

— CoxkpoBulla? — HENOHUMAIOILIE MEPECIPOCUIT KOJAYH. — A, HY Ja, COKPOBHUILIA B
cocenHeln nemepe. .. Mx ctepexer ApakoH... KaK BOAUTCS.

— JleMonbI 1 qpakoH, — npoBopuai Konan, — Beceioe y Hac OyJeT ImyTelleCTBUE. . .

Houb npomnuia criokoitHo. [lyTemie cTBeHHUKY ApEMaH, 3aBEPHYBIIMCH B O€sJIa. TOIBKO Mepes
pPacCcBETOM HaJ TOPHBIMH BEPILIMHAMU 3XOM IIPOHECCS PEB KAKOTO-TO 3BEPSL.

[lemmepHslii JieB cooOIIaeT o HeygauHou oxote? Kpome Hero HUKTO B ropax He o0nagaeT TakKuM
rOJI0COM... TOJIBKO OH, OIPOMHBIN KEITHIA 3BEPb, C PA3BEBAIOLICHUCSA IO BETPY YEPHOU I'PUBOM,
MOXET TaK ppyars... Mmm?..

Becp cnemyronmi JeHb INPOABUTAINCH MO €1Ba 3aMETHOM TPOINMHKE, INETISAIOMEN CpPEeau
HArpOMOXJICHUA cKaJ. [lemepHslil 1eB mogaBall rojioC €ne HECKOIbKO pas.

— Hac npecnenyrot, — cka3zan AKTHOH, — OyAeM HaJesAThCsl, YTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIIb JIeB!

Konan u Xenar npomonuanu. HactpoeHune y BCeX HCITOPTUIIOCH OKOHYATEIBHO.

K Bewyepy nmyTHHKH 3a0pajiiCh TaK BBICOKO B IOPbBI, YTO MOCTOSHHO JaBaj o cede 3HaThb cebe
xosof. Cka3pIBasiach ONM30CTh JIEAHUKOB. Xemar, Kyrasch B Iuiail, Bopuai. CeToBan Ha XoJof, Ha
BETEp, Ha MpeCieOBaHUs JIbBa, HA OECCMBICIIEHHOCTh MX noxofa. Konan muumb ycmexancs. Ho
AKTHOHY HaJIOEJ0 HBIThE THOMA, U OH MPOLINATIENT:

— Ecnu ThI HE IpeKpaTuillb BOPYATh, 1 NOTpady Ha T€0S OHO U3 3aTOTOBJICHHBIX 3aKJIMHAHUN !

— W 410 Torma? — ¢ BBI30BOM CIPOCHJ XeTar.

— Torma Tel mpeBpaTUIbCS B JISTYIIKY!

Konan 3axoxotan. OH J100UJI TOPBL, OH BRIPOC B TOpax U HE MOT JIOJITO MPEIaBaThCs YHBIHUIO,
KOTJ[a BUJIEN, KaK CBEPKAIOT B JIydax 3aXOIIETO COJHIIA BEJMYECTBEHHBIE JIETHUKHU.

— Her, konmyH, — cka3aj OH, BCE €Ille yCMeXasiCh, — MOOEperu 3akJIMHAHMUE JJIsl HaIlero
apyra ibBa! CerofHs HOYbIO OHO T€OE, 1 YyBCTBYIO, TIOHAI00UTCSI.

AKTHOH Kak-TO CTpaHHO nmocMoTpen Ha KoHana m Hudero He ckasan. M oH He Bepui B TO,
YTO UX MpPECIeAYyeT UMEHHO JIEB, WM Y HETO HE ObLI0 HUKAKUX 3arOTOBIEHHBIX 3aKJIMHAHMII.

JleB Hamas HOYBIO. [ POMOBOM PBIK BBIpBAJI MYTEIE CTBEHHUKOB U3 O0BSATUN ClHaKoi qpemMbl. B
MraoBeHue Konan Bckoum, fepka nepes co0oit Mmed. AKTHOH U XeraT BbIXBaTUIIW KUHKAIBL. Tpoe
BCTAJIM CNMHOM K crnuHe. [lo cuacThro, CBeTWJa IOJIHAA JIyHA, W IUIOIIAJKa, HAa KOTOPOW OHHU
HaXOJIMJINCh, XOPOILO MPOCMATPUBAIACS.

JleB BbIIIEN HU3-3a BalyHa U, U3/1aBasi HU3KOE PhIYAHUE, HANIPABUIICA K CTOSHKE. [IpuBsizaHHbIE
K BBICOXILEMY JEpPEBY *UBOTHBIE B CTpaxe IMbITAJUCh MOPBaTh Y3/IEUKU. 3areM, COMIIUCH B Kyuy,
UCIIYTAaHHO NI Ha npuOnmxarwoleecs uvygoBuile. llemepHslid JeB-BelIMKAaH IO pa3Mepam
HaMHOIO TPEBOCXOAMJI CaMyl KpyNHYKO Jomaas. Ero orpoMHas ronoBa, oOpamMiieHHas
BEJINKOJICITHOM YEPHOU TPUBOM, IOBEPHYIACH B CTOPOHY )KUBOTHBIX.

MrHoBeHuE JIEB pa3ayMbIBaJl, 3aTEM BCE K€ PEILIMJ BHAYAJIE IIOKOHYUTH C JIOJbMU — 3TUMHU
MQJIICHPKUMM CYIIECTBaMH, JIEpXKallMMHU B MEPEAHUX Janax JJIMHHBIE, OCTpbIE IIMIIbI,
JOCTaBJISIOIIME HEKOTOPbIE HEMPUATHOCTHU. JIeB HE pa3 uMen JeNo ¢ JIAbMU U BCErla Mo0ek1a
ux 0e3 0CcoObIX XJIONOT. BOT TONBKO IIMIIBI HHOTAA TPUYUHSIN OecrokoicTBO. [Ipuxoaunock 101ro



3aJIN3bIBATh 1[APATUHBI.

KoHnaH 3acThU1, HampaBuB JIE3BUE Me4a Ha 3Beps. Xenar U AKTUOH TeNepb CTOSUIM Y HEro 3a
CIIMHOM, TOTOBBIC, TPU HEOOXOANMMOCTH, MYCTUTH B X0 KUHKAJIbI.

JleB ocTaHOBUIICA M TIpUCEN IS IPhDKKA, XJemna ce0s mo 60kaM JJIMHHBIM XOCTOM C UTPUBOM
KMCTOYKON Ha KOHIIE.

KonaH cieaui 3a orpOMHBIMH MbIIIIaMHU JibBa. BoT Hanpsimiuck 3agaue Horu. Heckolbko pa3
JIeB TIEPECTYNUJ C HOTU Ha HOTY, KaK ATO JEJIal0T BCE KOIIKM MEepeJ]] MPBDKKOM, 3aT€M KOITH
YUPKHYIIM IO KaMHIO, U OH IPBITHYI. Bpocusl orpoMHOE, COCTOSIIIME U3 YIPYrUX MBI TEI0, Ha
ATHUX KAJIKUX JIIOAUIIEK, OMUHOKO M MOTEPSIHHO CTOSIBIIMX IEpell HUM B OXKUJAHUU HEMHHYEMOU
CMEpTH.

B MOMEHT mpbDKKa, a TOYHEE Ha JOJI OJHOIO MIHOBEHHS paHEe, KOIJa MBIIIBI HaYalu
MOJHUMAaTh OTPOMHOE TeJl0, KOHaH CKOJB3HYI BIIEpe] M B3MaXHYJI MEYOM.

[Iposietast Ha/1 YEIOBEKOM, JIEB BAPYT MTOUYBCTBOBAJ Y)KaCHYIO, HETIEPEHO CUMYIO 00JIb B OpIOXE.
Takoli 00 OH HE OILyIAJI HUKOTJa B CBOEH JOJTOM U ylauauBoM ku3HU. OH cam MpUYUHSIT 00
BCEM JXKHMBBIM cyiiecTBaM. OH pa3pbIBajl MJIOTh, OH TEP3aJl, OH YIHUBAJICI BKYCOM U 3alaxoM KpOBH,
OH 000aJl YyBCTBOBaTh arOHUIO0 YOMBA€MBbIX UM CYILIECTB, HO HUKOIJIAa OH HE UCIBITHIBAT TOTO, YTO
YyBCTBOBAJIM €ro keprBbl. WM BoT Temepp... OH 3apeBesl OT JTOW, CBOMIIEH C yMma,
BCEINonIomaronei 6ou.

VYnap meua Konana paccek JbBy Oproxo, Kak Oypaiok ¢ BUHOM. W kak BUHO u3 Oypnroka, u3
pPacKpOEHHOTO Oproxa YyJOBHINA XJIBbIHYIAa KpOBb. A, Majaas Ha 3€MJI0, B TOM MECTE, Ile elle
HEJIaBHO CTOSUIM €r0 MCIYTaHHBIE JKEPTBbI, JIEB YBHUJE], UYTO KHUIIKH €ro JOCTUIIM 3€MJIU
3HAUUTEIBHO paHblle ero camoro. Ormiamas OKpeCTHOCTH YKaCHbIM PEBOM, OH TOMbBITAJICS JIU3aTh
paHy, HO OHa ObUIa CJIMIIKOM OOIIMPHA W CJIMIIKOM KPOBOTOYHUJIA, YTOOBI OXBAaTUTh €€ A3bIKoM. U
BIIEPBBIC JIEB MMOHSI, UTO €T0 MOOEUIN.

JpeMydrm, MaJIeCHbKUM MO3IOM XUIIHUKA, MHCTUHKTOM 3BEps OH MOHSJI, YTO €r0 YyJauuBasi,
MPUBOAAIIAS K CMEPTH BCEX, C KEM OH CTAJIKMBAJICS, )KU3Hb — 3aKOH4YMIack. OH 3apblyaj CKopee
Ka00HO, HEKEJIU TPO3HO U C TOCKOM B JKEJITHIX I1a3aX, B KOTOPBIX OTpakajach XOJIOAHAs, TTOJIHAS
JyHa, TJISTHYII Ha CBOETO YOUHILY.

becurymHol TeHbIO CKOJIB3HYI KOoHaH 3a CIIMHY MOBEPKEHHOTO BEJIMKaHA U TOYHBIM YIapOM
MpeKpaTuil MyKH XUIIHUKA — TMPOH3UI MEYOM €r0 OTPOMHOE CEp/IIIe.

— Hano HacoOuparpe qpoB, — XpHUILIO CKa3aj THOM, — CETOHS Y HAC CBEXKEE MsICO. ..

— Brneuarnser... — nomonyaB, ckazail AKTHOH. — S Bce Oouibllie yO€XJaloCh, YTO ThI
HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN uenoBek, Konan, u cynp0a y Te0s Oynet HeoObIKHOBeHHas... He 3Hato, 1o0ynem
JI1 MBI KOPOHY, HO KOPOJIEM ThI CTAHEIIh B JIFOOOM cly4ae. ..

A KonaHn, 3agymMaBIIMCh, BCE CTOSUI HAaJl TEJIOM ITOBEPKEHHOIO JIbBa, U C OFPOMHOIO Meya
Karaja Ha KaMHHU TeMHasl B IyHHOM CBETE KPOBb.

Msico craporo JibBa OBUIO >KECTKMM, KakK CyIlleHas COJIOHMHA, U HEBKYCHBIM, HO Xerar,
KOTOPOTO 00sI3aJIi Pa3BeCTH KOCTEP U MOKAPUTH JIYUIIUE KYCKH, €J1 C OOJIBIIIMM YIOBOJIBCTBUEM U
HaXBaJMBaJl CBOE MOBAPCKOE HCKYCCTBO. AKTHOH, C TPYIOM MpOINarhiBas IJIOXO0 MPOKApPEHHbIE
JIOMTH, YrproMo Mojyaj. KoHaH Tak)ke He CKJIOHEH ObLI pa3roBapuBaTh B TO BpPeMs, KOIJa €ro
KpenKue 3yObl pachpaBiLIUCh C TBEPABbIM, KaK JEpEeBO, MICOM. DTO JaBajio MPOCTOp Xemary,
CTaBILIEMY MO CJIE MEPEKUTOIO YKaca Ha YIUBICHUE CIIOBOOXOTIIMBBIM.

— Korma oH mnpbIrHYI, S TPUTOTOBHIICS OpPOCHUTH KHHXaJ, — HEBHSATHO TOBOPHJI OH C
HaOUTBIM PTOM, — S L[ENUJ B IJIa3 JIbBY U KOHEUHO Obl momnayn. KoHan mMeHs omepenui, a ToO... 5
OBbl... — ¥ OH OpaJ HOBBIA JBIMSIIMHCS KYCOK.



HekoTopoe BpeMsi THOM KeBajl MOJI4a, HO JI0JITO MOJIYaTh ObUIO BBIIIE €r0 CHUJL.

— Ts1 Benp 3HaAEHL MOW KUHXKaN? — oOpalmayicsi OH K yrproMoMy AKTHOHY. — S Kak-To
Oopocui ero B UTuiuio u 4yTh HE YOUII. ..

BcniomuauB Utunuto, rHom 3arpyctud. [ ie-T1o oHa cetuac... KoHan cka3ai, OHM HaJI0€IH Jpyr
npyry... Emy, Xenary, mocinennemy... U3 KjaHa... OHa Obl HUKOIJIa HE HAJ0€Ia. .. HUKOT/IA.

— A 11e ceifyac Hama kpacaBuiia Utunusi? — cripocui KoJIayH, OpOCUB MBITIUBBIN B3IVIS]] Ha
Konana.

— Iloexana 3aBOEBBIBATH KKHBIE KOPOJIEBCTBA. .. — HEIOBOJBbHO ITpoBOpUYai KoHaH.

N konayH, ¥ THOM, KU TTPONOJKEHUS, HO TaK U HE JOXKAaInCh. KoHaH mogait.

HacpeiTuBImMCh, TPOE CIYTHHUKOB BBITSIHYIIMCh y MOTYXAKOLIEro Koctpa. Bocxomsiiee conHue
OCBETWJIO ATy CTPaHHYIO TPOWILy — BOHUTEIS B OOTaThpCKOM JIOCI€Xe, THOMa C JJIMHHBIM
KPIOYKOBaTbIM HOCOM, YBEHYAaHHBIM JBYyMsI OOpolaBKaMH, U JpsIXJIOT0 CTapUKa-KOJIyHa C
pacTpenaHHbIMU CEAbIMU KOCMaMH.

Crnenyronmii 1eHb HEOOJBIION KapaBaH MEIJICHHO W OCTOPOXKHO IMPOJBUTAJIICS O TOPHBIM,
KO3bMM TPOIIaM, HAIIPABISSACH B CAMOE Cceple TUKUX Ke3aHKHNUCKHUX Top.

[IpeononieBanu nepeBaibl, COYCKAIUCh B JIOJKHBI, IPOOUPATUCH 110 TPONUHKAM, TAE KaXKIbIi
mar rpo3ui HeMHuHyeMou ruOenpio. HakoHer, AKTHOH TOPKECTBEHHO OOBSBUJI, YTO CKOPO OHU
BCTYIIAT B OXxpaHsemble npenensl. Ha npocsOy Xemara pacckasark moupoOHEH, TOJBKO ycMeXascs
HENPUATHOU, MOKPOM YCMEIIKOM.

Ha HOYb OCTAaHOBWIMCH IO HMCKPUBIECHHBIMH, TOPHBIMM COCHAaMH, YyJOM pPOCIIMMH Ha
KaMHSIX.

— Bort oHna, cuia xxu3Hu! — cTapblil KOJIyH JIACKOBO MO KOpsiBo€ AepeBo. — JKuser,
pacrert, Bonpeku BceMy! Ha kamusix, oTkpbiToe BceM BeTpam! Urto ckaxenb, Konan?

Ho Konan, nocnennee Bpems K 4eMy-TO HaNPSKEHHO MPUCTYIIMBAKOIIMKCS, 3aTOBOPUIT HE O
CUJIC )KU3HU.

— Kro-To mpubnmxaercs... OcpinaroTcs kaMmHu. .. U Bce Ommxe.

AXTHOH TIOONEeIHEI U MPOIIEITAI:

— 4l roBOpHII, YTO OH HAWJET HAC. ..

— DTOro HEe MOXET ObITh! — APOXKAIIMM T0JI0COM BOCKJIUKHYI THOM. — ] HUUYEro He CIIBIIY!

— 3aro CKOpO YBUJHIIb. ..

TemHOTAa e1le HE ycrnena HaKPBITh Ja)Ke TOPHbIE YIIEIbs, KaK Ha (JOHE OrPOMHOTIO 3aXOJSIIETO
COJIHIIa YYJOBUIIHBIM IMAyKOM MOSIBUJICS TUTAHT, HA YETBEPEHbKAX MPOOUPABIIMIKCS MO TOPHBIM
BepUMHAM. ['pOXOT kKaMHenaja CTAHOBWJICS HECTEpPHNUMBIM. [IpyM KaXIOM IIare BEJIMKaHa BHU3
CpbIBajach HECKOJIbKO KaMHEH, KOTOphIe, yBJIeKas 3a COOOW IPYrux, OOpyIIMBAIKMCH B MPOIMACTh
CTPEMUTEIBHOU TOPHOM JIABUHOM.

— UYto OyneM nenarb? — mpayHo cipocuit KonaH.

AKTHOH COCPEIOTOYEHHO MOJTHaI. XEMar JICPHYI €ro 3a PyKaB:

— Kaxk tam TBoM 3akiauHaHus? Thl CMOXKeEIb, XOTh YTO-TO CAEIAaTh?!

— He 3Haro... 1 NONbITat0Ch, HO CUJIBL. .. S CJUIIKOM CTap...

C TOpHBIX BEpHIMH THUTAHT YBHUJAECH HEHABUCTHBIX JIOAcH. M31aB JMKYONM BOMJIb, OT
KOTOPOTIo y Xermnara 3ajJ0KHUJI0 YIH, OH CTall OCTOPOKHO cycKarbes. KaMHU ¢ TpOXOTOM ChINAIIUCH
B mnponacth. ConHIE BCE €me OCBEM@AIO 3Ty YKACHYI0 KapTUHY — CIIYCKAlOIMHCS Ha
YETBEPEHbKAX OTPOMHBIN YEIOBEK, ITOXOKUM HA CTPAILHOTO, HEECTECTBEHHOIO, YPOUIMBOIO I1ayKa,
IJIETYILETO HA TOPHBIX BEPIIMHAX CBOIO OTBPATUTENIBHYIO, JINTIKYIO CETh.

Orcrynars Obuto Hekyna. [lo3zagu — Oe3q0HHAs nponacTk. Briepeayu — crycKaroumiics ¢ rop



BeNMKkaH. [lyTelecTBEHHUKN OKa3ajauch Ha HEOOJBIIIOM KapHH3€, HABHCIIEM HaJ MPOMNacCThIO.
bexxarp Bnepen wim Hazaj mo kKo3ped Tpore? JloroHuT B ABa-Tpu mara... KoHaH Buaen, 4To
WCIOJIMH JIBUTAETCSA, HA CEMl pa3 MpOBOPHO U JIOBKO. [lombiTarbest mopasuts Meuom? Ho Bpsig iam
yAacTCs MOAOUTH K HEMY Ha yaap...

['"MranT OCTOPOXKHO CITYCTHJICS HAa YCTYII, HA KOTOPOM PaCTIOJIOKUIMCh HA HOYEBKY MyTHUKU, U
MpUCENT HA KOPTOYKHU, CTAPASICh JyUlle pa3mIsiAETh CBOUX HUUYTOKHBIX NPOTUBHUKOB. BOoT omuH
3aMep ¢ medom B pykax. JKankmil Kycok Msica! B OrpOMHON TOJIOBE TSIKEJIO BOPOYAIIHUCH
cymepeuHble MbIciu. JKankue Kycouku ceiporo msica! I[locmeBume pa3OyauTh €ro paHsblie cpoka!
On He Benai, KOTaa AOKEH ObUT MOJOUTH CpoK IpoOyxaeHus. Ho oH 3Hal, 4TO MOYyBCTBOBA ObI
ero! Kak mouyBCTBYIOT €ro Oparbs, KOTOpbIe OyIyT cHarh €lie O4€Hb JOJIT0 U MPOCHYTHCS, KOTAa
3EMJISI PACLBETET, a JIOAM HaMepeHo pacmiomarcsa. Korma mcuesHeT, yuIeT B MHbIE MHUPBI paca
nemoHoB. Korga Ooru mepecTtaHyT BMEIIMBAThCsl B JIIOJICKUE Jena. Torma ero Oparks BOCCTaHYT,
4yTOOBI BJacTBOBaTh! Torma oHu caMu cTaHyT 6oramu! A oH — Onaromapsi ToMy MajJ€HbKOMY KYCKY
Msica — yxe He ctaHeT 6orom! OH pa30yKeH paHbIlle CPOKa U TEHEPh TOJIBKO MECTh, MECTh BCEM
JIOISIM CTaHET LIEJBIO €TO KU3HU !

Konan, cxkumast pykosiTb M€4a, CTOsUI, TOTOBBIM K HEMEJICHHOMY JelCTBUIO. Kak moctynut
BennkaH? [lombiTaeTcs ux pa3naButh? Wi BBIAEPHET COCHBL, K KOTOPBIM ITPUBSA3aHbI )KUBOTHBIE, U
UCIIONB3YET UX, KaK TyOUHBI?

AKTHOH YTO-TO COCPEIOTOYEHHO OopMoTall, JAejas pykaMu IUIaBHBIE MAacChl. Xemar ¢
3aTPaBJICHHBIM B3IVIAI0M CYIOPOKHO CKUMAJ KMHKAI.

['vrant BOpYr ONIYyIIIMTENBHO 3axoxoTand. Hacnaxkmasch pacTEpSHHOCTBIO CBOMX KEPTB, OH
MPOTSHYJ OTPOMHYIO JJIaHb M CXBAaTWJI OMHOTO W3 BepOmtonoB. IlogHsnm u ¢ cuioit Opocun Ha
kaMHHU. JKMBOTHOE OCTaJl0Ch HEIBMXXUMBIM. TO K€ MPOU30LUI0 CO BTOPHIM BepOIIOIOM. 3arem
BEJIMKAaH MOAHSI BOPOHOTO kepebita. Heckoabko MrHOBEHUN CMOTpEI Ha HETO B3MJISJIOM, TTOJTHBIM
HEHABUCTHU, TTOTOM JPYrol PyKOM 0OXBaTHI €ro ToJIoBY. Pa3gancs rpoMkuii XxpycT. Mex OrpoMHBIX
najblieB OphI3HYIIA KPOBb BIIEPEMEKKY C KOCTAMH M MO3TOM OJTarOpPOIHOTO >KMBOTHOTO.

B stor MmomenT Konan Opocursics Brepel, K HOraM TMT'aHTa U HAaHEC €MY Y)KACHBIN, pyosie-
PEXYIIMI yIap 4YyTh BBIIE MATKUA. DTOT CTPAlHBIA yaap «C MOTSATOM», KOTAa M€Y B MOMEHT
CONPUKOCHOBEHHS C TEJIOM IMPOTUBHUKA TSHETCS Ha cedsi, HE TOJBKO pa3pydas, HO U paszpesas
IUIOTh, BO3BIMEN CBOE JielicTBUE. BennkaH 3aBbUl Tak, 4yTo y KoHaHa 3a0Kuil0 yim, Korga OH
MPOBOPHO OTOETal 32 MPEAEIbl JOCITaeMOCTH PYK TMTaHTa.

C rpoxoToM, OTpOMHBIN, KaK CKajla, JOUCTOPUYECKUI YEIIOBEK, PYXHYII HA 3€MJII0, KOPYACh OT
6omu. JlamoHsMU 3akMMajl OH CTPAIHYIO paHy, W3 KOTOpoil (oHTaHoM Omia kKpoBb. Ho korma
Konan momsITancs emie pa3 npuOIU3UTHCS K BEJIUKaHy Ha yaap Meda, TOT MPUTOTOBHUIICS CXBATUTh
HEHABUCTHOTO YeJIOBEKa, OCMEUBIIETOCS MPUYUHUTH €My Takyi O00ib. ['MranT cujen, omHOMN
PYKOM 3aXKuMasi paHy, a APYIOM — MbITaACh ITOWMAaTh YCKOJIB3ArOUIEI0 MPOTUBHUKA. KoHany
MPUIIIOCH OTCTYIHUT.

B stor MmomenT Xenar MeTHYI KMHXajl B OTPOMHYIO CIIUHY BeiaukaHa. [I[pomaxHyThCsi OBLIO
HEBO3MOXXHO. DaMUIBHBI KUHXKaJI THOMa NIyOOKO BOH3WJICA B IUIOTh ucnonnHa. HMcmyctun
3JI00HBII PEB, TUTAHT TOMbBITANICS CBOOOIHOW PYKOUW AOTSIHYTHCS JO KMHXKaa.

KonaH moHsUI, 4TO HacTaja eme OOuH OmaronpusaTHBIH MOMeHT. OH OpocwiIcs BHepes, B TOT
MUT, KOT/Ia pyKa BEJIMKaHa Iapuia 3a CIUHON, U, pa3MaxHYBIIMCh, OOPYIIFII BCIO TSDKECTh Me4a Ha
KOJICHHYIO YalleyKy 3J0pPOBOM HOTI'M CBOETO YYIOBHUIHOIO IPOTHUBHHUKA. Telnepp BEIWKAH pEBEI
HenpepbiBHO. JIOTSHYTBbCS 10 KHMHXKaJla €My Tak W He ynanochb. KoiieHHas damieyka Oblia
paspyOneHa HaJBOe, HarsHyTas KoXa pa3JBUHYach, OOHa)kass JBe OeJible TOJIOBUHKHU



pa3pyOneHHON KOCTH.

N3nemorast oT Ooyiv, W3AaBasi HEMPEPHIBHOE TPOMOBOE pbHIYaHWE, BEIHMKAH TIOMON3 K
otOexaBieMy Ha Oe3omacHoe paccrosHue Konany. OH Oosbllie HE 0Opalliajl BHUMaHHUSI HAa PaHBbI,
eMy TpeOOBaJIOCh OTHO — CXBaTUTh M Pa3JaBUTh ITOTO YEJIOBEKA, MPUUYUHSIONIETO TaKyl OOJIb.
[loiimMarh, CIaBUTh TaK, YTOOBI KPOBb OpBI3HYJIA B CTOPOHBI, UTOOBI 3aTpeliajii CMUHAEMbIEe KOCTH,
4YTOOBI OH MPEBPATUIICS B KPOBABOE MECHUBO!

[lono’)kxeHne CTaHOBUIIOCH YTPOXKAIOILIM.

Ha mneOonpmoit momanke KonaHy TpyaHO OBUIO yBOpauMBarbcsl OT —3arpedaronmx
OKPOBABJICHHBIX PYK TMTaHTa. A OH BCE MOJI3 BIEPE, OMUPAsICh HA 3JI0POBOE KOJIEHO, HEMPEPHIBHO
HAJICA/IHO BOsI, U XBarasi BO3/IyX B TEX MeCTaX, II€ TOJIbKO 4TO Haxonuiics KoHnaH.

AKTHOH B T€UEHHE BCEH CXBATKH YTO-TO OOPMOTAJ, pAaCKauUBasiCh U pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMu.

— Konan! — oH nomnsITasncs nepekpuyarb peB Besnrkana. — S orBopui eMy kpoBb! Ckopo oH
HCTEYET KPOBBIO!

N nelicTBUTENIBHO, U3 paH TUTaHTa OWJIM MOIHBIE TEMHO-KpacHble (poHTaHbI. Jlake KUHKaJ
rHOMa, TIYOOKO BOH3UBIIMUCS B TEJIO, ObLUT BBHITOJIKHYT HAIlOPOM KPOBU M OTOPOIIEH IaJIEKO B
CTOPOHY.

Bces kaMeHHas mionaika Tenepb Obuia MOKpPOM OT KPOBU. PUCK MOCKOJB3HYTHCS U MOMACTh B
nanbl BenukaHa g Konana BO3poc HEMMOBEPHO.

— Yxonu Ha Tpony, KonaH, Ha Tpomy! — kpuyain AKTHOH, pa3MaxuBasi pyKamu.

VYenplan ero KiMMeEpHell, WIM HET, HO y3Kas Tpora B J000M ciydae Oblla €IMHCTBEHHBIM
BO3MOXKHBIM MECTOM Il OTCTyrjieHus. KoHaH OCTOpOXKHO, CTapasich HE IMOCKOJIb3HYThCH,
noGexaln K Tporle, NeTISIome y ckail. Belrukan CBEpKHYI Ila3aMH U TOMOJ3 cieaoM. HecmoTps
Ha paHbl, U (POHTAHOM OBIOIIYI0 KPOBb, OH COXPAHUJI CUJIBI U TIEPEABUTAIICS JOBOJBHO OBICTPO.

Konan ckonb3nyn Ha Tpony. C OIHOW CTOPOHBI — MPOMNACTh, C APYIOM — OTBECHAs ckana. Ho
MEePE/IBUTATHCS IO Y3KOMY KapHHU3Y B HAMOKIIMX, HAMUTABIIMXCS KPOBBIO M CTABIIMX CKOJIb3KUMU
carnorax o6su10 HEebe3onacHo. OctopoxHo KoHan mpobuparcs mo Tpore, crapasich yUTH KaKk MOXKHO
Janblle, TOKa TUTaHT €1Ie HE MOT JI0 HETO JOTSHYThCA.

Buns, uto noOblua yckosib3aeT, BEMMKaH claefiajl OT4asHHBIM pbhiBOK. OcTapiss 3a coOou
KpPOBaBbIi1 Clie/l, OH OpOCHIICS BIEPEM, IPOTAHYI PYKY...

KonaHn ycmen yBepHYTbCS U MpOOEkKaTh MO TPOMUHKE €Ie HECKOJIbKO JECSTKOB IIATrOB...
['vranT, HEMpephIBHO M3/aBasi HU3KOE, 3JI00HOE phlUaHUE, MOMBITAJICA MPOTUCHYTHCS BIEPE... HE
YIIYCTUTb 3TOTO HEHaBHCTHOTO 3JI0/1€5, IEP3HYBIIETO pa30yIuTh €10 U HAHECTU TaKue 0OJIE3HEHHbBIE
paHsbl!..

Konan yxomms BBepX 1o Tporme... McmoauH OOKOM BTHCKHBAJI OTPOMHOE TEJIO Ha Y3KHI
KapHU3... €I¢ HEMHOTIO... CTOUT TOJIbKO NOJAJIbIIE MPOTSIHYTh PYKY... DTOT KaJKUW YEIIOBEUUIIKA
CO CTPaxXOM OIJIAJILIBACTCS. .. OH 3HAET, UTO €0 ceiyac pa3JaBuT Kylak...

XpUIUIBIA KPUK TMaJaloliero B MPONAcTh THUTAHTA 3XOM pa3iuicsa 1Mo yieiabsiMm. KoHaH,
HamnpapiIssCh Ha3ajl, OCTOPOXKHO CTYIUJI HA CKOJIb3KUE, YEPHBIE OT T'YCTEIOLIEW KPOBU BEJIMKAaHA
kaMHHU. [Ipoiiien omacHoe MecTo U y)xe 0OBIYHBIM, CITOKOMHBIM I1IaTOM TOIONIEI K TOBAPHUIIAM.

Xenar OTTUpaJl KUHXKaJl. Pyku ero ciierka JApoXKajid, a HOC W3JaBall HEBHSTHOE COIICHUE.
AKTHOH, 1IaTasiCh OT YCTAJIIOCTH, CKa3al:

— IIpomacTe B 3TOM MecTe Oe3/0HHA... EMy He BBDKUTH, Jake €CIM Obl 51 U HE OTBOPHUI €MY
KpPOBb. ..

— OTBOpPUTH-TO OTBOPHUJ, Ja TOJBKO OH Yyclel Obl BCEX HAC MNEPEeAylMTh, MOKa Obl
obeccuien... — Opocuit Xenar.



— Hy, s cnenan Bce, 4TO MOT... — KOJJYH B U3HEMOXEHUU Mpuces Ha KameHb. — U Bce-
TaKH... €ClAu Obl OH HE HCTEKaJl KPOBBIO M €r0 JIBUKEHUS HE 3aMEJIUIINCH... OH MOoWMall Obl
Konana!

— COMHEBAKOCh. .. — FHOM 3aCOIEJl CUIIbHEE OOBIYHOTO.

— Jlamno, — KoHaH ¢ TpycThI0 MOCMOTPEI Ha OCTAaHKH KHBOTHBIX, — TEIMEepPh HaM MPUJIETCS
BCIO MOKJIaXXy HECTH Ha cele... Janeko emre 70 TBoel BOJIIIEOHOM nemepsi?

[IyTHUKH CTOSIM TIepel] U3PE3aHHOU TPEeIMHAMHU OTPOMHOM CKajion. BepumHa ee kyranace B
oOnaka, Kak B 6enoe, mymnmcToe oaesuio. Cama ckana ropJio CTosia B HEOOJIBIIIOM paclaake, MEXIy
3aCHEKEHHBIMH BEPIIMHAMHU U U3JIy4asla CIOKOMHOE BEJIMYHE.

— Bor ona, «Ckana cemMu JEMOHOB», KaK €€ HAa3bIBAIOT MYJPELbl U Maru, — AKTHOH C
O1aroroBeHHEM MPOCTEpP PYKH, — s BUJEI €€ TOJIbKO Ha pUCYHKax... Ho myTh Kk HeW s 3HaA’ C
caMoro aercrsal

— Bce 310 x0poio, — Opocun Konan, — uto gansbiie?

AKTHOH TIO)KeBaJl CMOPIIEHHBIMU Ty0amu. [lomouan, OyaTo mpumoMuHas 4To-To.

— Janwime? Janpiie s JOJHKEH MOATOTOBUTHCA... 3aT€M B OJIHOM M3 paclICIMH Mbl HalJieMm
poxoA... B camelie Heapa rop...

— A KaK Tam Hac4eT TEX CAMBIX CEMH AEMOHOB? — BCTPsJT XeIar.

— S nonbITarOCh UX YKPOTUTh. ..

KoHaH KpsIKHYIT ¥ COpOCHII C TIIed OObEMHYIO CYMKY.

— CKOJIBKO BpEMEHU 3alMET MOATOTOBKA?

— Jus, nBa-Tpu...

— 3Ha4YuT, pa300obeM Jarepb BOH MO/ TEMU JIEPEBbIMU. . .

B Teuenue cnemyronmx gHed AKTHOH HENPEPHIBHO OOPMOTAN 3aKJATHS, BapUI B KOTEIKE
rycToe, IYpHO TaxHylllee 3€ibe, pa3MaxuBall pPyKamMH, Bce Ooiibllle TOXOAs Ha OyWHOTrO
cyMaciueaiero. Xemnar 3aroTaBiuBall CMOJMCThIE (hakelbl Uil JUIMTENBHOIO MOX0Aa B Heapa rop.
KonaHn cnienan HECKOJBKO BBUIA30K, OOCIEAyd TPEIIMHBI B CKajie, 100 AKTHOH HE€ 3Hall, B KaKOoh
MMEHHO PACIIEIMHE COKPBHIT MYTh B BOJIIICOHBIC MENIEPhl. YUUTHIBAs, YTO TPEUMH B OIPOMHOMI
CKaJie ObUIO MPEeIOoCTarovyHo, padoTa mpeacTosuia Oonbiuass. HekoTopble pacuieanHbl TAHYIUCh Ha
JIECSTKU METPOB M TOJBKO 3aT€M 3aKaHYMBAIKNCH TYNMUKOM. [[pyrue ObUIM HE Tak IIIyOOKH, HO
VMIMEJIA MHOTOYMCIJICHHBIC Pa3BETBICHUS.

Hakoner, B KoHIIe OJHOTO JUIMHHOTO WM3BUIMCTOTO Xona, KoHaH oOHapyXuj TOHHENb, SBHO
HCKYCCTBEHHOTO mNpoucxoxieHus. CTeHa TOHHENs, Ha BCEM €ro MpOTsSHKEHUH, ObUla HCHelpeHa
CTPAaHHBIMH, HEMOHSATHBIMHM 3HAKaMU. [[ecATh IAaroB B IJIWHY UMEJ A3TOT KaMEHHBIA KOPUIOP H
3aKaHYMBAJICS JIECTHULIEU, KPYTO YXOISILIEH BHU3.

Bepnyncst Konan qoBosibHbBIN. Xenar, BOSOMHUBIIMKN ce0sl XOpOIIMM MTOBAPOM, BapyJl B KOTEIIKE
MOXJIEOKY M3 JKECTKOTO IMPOCOJICHHOTO MsAca. AKTHOH CHJEN C OTPEUICHHBIM BHUJIOM, BIIEPUB
0e3yMHBIN B30p B O0JaKa.

— KonaH, — mpomenTan rHOM, OTOPBABIIMCH OT TAMHCTBEHHOIO MPOLECCA MPUTOTOBICHUS
MUIIM, — MHE KaXXeTCsl, YTO KOJAYH colena ¢ yMa... Hukakux cokposuin HeT! OH OpoCTO 3aX0TeN
BEPHYTh MOJIOAOCTh U IPUIYyMaJl 3Ty NELEpY. ..

— MoXeT u Tak, — pacCyauTeNbHO npon3Hec KoHaH, — HO KOe-4TO 5 HalleN.



Xenar ¢ 3aropeBIIMMHUCA INa3aMH MPUTOTOBWICA ciymarb. Ho KoHaH B HECKOJIBKHX CKYIBIX
CJIOBaX COOOIIMJI O TOHHENE ¢ 3araJlOYHBIMHU MTUChbMEHAMHU, 3aT€M TPUJIET MO/ JEPEBOM U 3apemMall
B OKUJIAHUM 00e/a.

B 3TOT MOMEHT AKTHOH BCTaJ, paCIPaBUII CYTYJIbIE TIJIEYA U TOPIKECTBEHHO MPOU3HEC:

— S roToB! S Mmory ycMupuTh IeMOHOB! MBI MOXXEM OTHPaBUTHCS HEMEIJICHHO!

— Bnauane noobenaem, — ckazan KonaH.

[locne TOoro, KaKk KOTEJOK OIMYCTEJ, CIIYTHUKHA OCTAaBUJIM B Jarepe, 3aBajuB KaMHSMH, 4acTh
MOKJIaXKH, & CAMU HAJIETKE OTHPABUIIMCH K BEJIMYECTBEHHOU CKaJle.

Yepes moJIOBUHY KOJOKOJIAa AKTHOH COCPEAOTOUYEHHO paccMarTpuBall HAJIMCH, BHIOMTHIC Ha
CTE€HE TOHHEJIS.

— He nonumaro... — 6opMoTan oH, — He MOHUMAIO. ..

Opnako KoHaH 3amMeTwi, 4YTO KOJIIYH CIIMIIKOM JOJIO pPacCMarpuBaET YYXKIbIE CJIOBA H
CTpaHHbIC 3HAaKW, BOAMUT TMajblleM, KaK 4YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM BCE K€ pa30UpaeT TEKCT, XOTS U C
TpynoM. HUKTO He OyJIeT Tak J0JIT0 U C TAKUM TIIAHKUEM pacCMaTpUBaTh HAMHUCh, IJI€ OH HE MOXKET
ITOHSTH HUA OIHOTO CJIOBa!

OTtopBaBUIMChH, HAKOHEII, OT CTEHbI, AKTHOH CBEPKHYI IJ1a3aMH:

— MEI MOXXEM OBUTATHCS.

Ho Konan GecriepeMOHHO TIpuaepKall €ro 3a BOPOTHHK.

— Yto THI IpoYnTAI?

3amMeTuB, UYTO B CHHHMX IVla3aX KHMMEpHUMIAa 3aXIIUCh HEAOOpble OTOHBKH, AKTHOH
3a00pMOTaI:

— 5 He Bce moHsu... Hy... Tam m0po JE€MOHOB, OXPAHSIONIMX COKPOBHIIA... CIIOBOM,
npenynpexaeHue. Ho MbI-To 00 3TOM yxke 3HaeM. ..

— U Bce?
— Bce, 9T0 5 cMor pa3o0pars...
— Cwmotpu, konayH!.. Jlyame tebe He mbiTarbest oOMaHyTh Hac! — Konan B3su1 y Xermara

(daken ¥ mArHYIT BHU3, HA JIECTHUILY, YBOIAIIYIO B HEMIPOTIIAIHYIO THMY.

Kazanocek, uTo cryneHu He KoHUarcs HUKoraa. daken ocBeman HeOOoIbIIONW Y4acTOK MyTH, MO
KOTOPOMY CITYCKQJIUCh MyTElIeCTBEHHUKH.

Brnepenu u no3anu — aOCcoyOTHBIM Mpak. TeMHOTa CTOJIb rycTas M 3arxjias, 4TO HauMHaJo
TE€CHUTH JIbIXaHUE, IEPLUIUTH B TOPJIE, IOCTOSHHO XOTEJI0Ch OTKAILISTHCS.

— MbI 10 3TOM JECTHUIIE CIIYCTUMCS B MPEUCHONHION, — MpoBopuyan KoHaH, — cTOMIIO
3abuparncs mon o0maka, YToObl MOTOM CITYCKAaThCsl K CAMbIM KOPHSIM T0p!

— Jpyroro nytu HeT! — Becelo cka3ain AKTHOH, U KOHaHy MOYyIUIIOCh, UTO PSIIOM C HUM HE
CTapuK C OE3yMHBIM B30pOM, a MPEXHUM BECENbI KOJIIYH — YBEpPEHHBI B cebe Oamnaryp,
JTOOUTEINb ONACHBIX TPUKITFOUCHU.

daken cTal YaauTh, MUTaTh. SIBCTBEHHO OLIyLIAJICSA HEJAOCTAaTOK BO3/lyxa. ' HOM, KOTOpBI Hec
Ha CIIMHE OIPOMHYIO OXAaIllKy 3alacHBIX (pakesaoB, BCIOTEN TaK, YTO Kamajao ¢ HOCa. AKTHOH CTaj
XpUIIETh W 33JbIXaTbCd — CKa3blBaJlach CTapocTh. M Tonbko KoHaH BBINISZEN MO-NPEKHEMY
OOZIpBIM M CBEKUM, Oy/ITO HE IIaraja B TEUCHHE HECKOJIBKUX YTOMUTEIbHBIX KOJIOKOJIOB 110 MPAaYHOU
JIECTHHUIIE, a BBIIIET pAHHUM YTPOM Ha JIETKYIO MTPOTYJIKY.

— Onu... — xpunen AKTUOH. — OHU NBITAIOTCS HAC 3aAyIIUTh. ..

CroTblkasicb, OH eABa BoJo4YMI HOru. KoHaHy mnpumuioch OTAarh (aken THOMY U
MOJIEPAKUBATH CTAPOTO KOJIYHA, TOBUCIIETO HA HEM, KaK IJIAIl HA CyYKE JEPEBA.

JlyxoTa CTaHOBWJIACh HEBBIHOCHUMOW. AKTHOH TMOJHOCTBIO oOeccuiien. Xemar Jbliall



HaJICaIHO, CO CBUCTOM. [Iprcenn Ha CTYIIEHbKH.

— Ecmm 310 paboTa geMoHOB, — Hayaja Xemar, — TO Thl MOT Obl 4TO-TO ciaemarb! Tel ke
TOTOBMJI 3aKJIMHAHUS !

AKTHOH BCTPEIECHYIICS.

— Jla, na... KOHEYHO... — OH CTaJl YTO-TO OOPMOTATh, YBEIMYUBAS TEMII.

[Io Mepe TOro, Kak KOJJIYyH YMTAJ 3aKJIWHAHMSA, JBIIATh CTAHOBUJIOCH Jerde. Dakea BHOBb
BCOBIXHYI BecelabiM CcBeTOM. KoHaH u Xemar B3JOXHYIM, HAaKOHEM, IMOJHOW TPyAbl0. AKTHOH
3aMoJT49ajl U IPUBAJIAIICA K CTEHE.

— Ilpuagercs HEeMHOro OTAOXHYTb, — cCKa3al KoHaH, misas Ha 00€CCHJIEBIIEIO CTaporo
KOJIJTyHA.

— Kak noro eie cryckarbesi? — crpocui Xenar

— Tenepp yxe HE 0ATO0, — OTABIIIABIIMCH, TpoIIenTaal AKTHOH, — CKOPO MbI BCTYIIUM B

«3arepsiHHBIC TelEepb». [ 71e-T0 TaM JPakoH CTEPEKET COKPOBUINA... M TOIBKO MOOETUB €ro, MbI
CMOXXEM MPOUTH JajbIlle — K UCTOYHUKY MOJIOTIOCTH U KOPOHE aOCOIIOTHOM BIIACTH. ..

— 4 npaBunbHO mnoHsN? — KoHaH crnerka ycmexHyincs. — BHaudanie Mbl 3aBnajeem
COKpOBHIIIAMHU ?

— Ja... ecnu mobGeaum apakona... Ho Te1 qomken moobemiars, Konan, 4to He OpocuIib MeHs,
KOTJla COKpOBHIIA OynyT y TeOs B pykax... Beap Tebe HykHa eme u KOpoHa... Thl TOJDKEH CTaTrh
koposuieM, Konas. ..

Kummepuen ponro momgan. IlpuciaynmmBancs k cebe. Xmypun OpoBu. Xemar ¢ TPEBOIoi
HaOMo1al1 32 HUM. AKTHOH C HETEPIIEHUEM OXH/JIall OTBETA.

— Kusinyecs Kpomowm, s He Opomry Teds U momMory 1o0parbcsi 10 UCTOUYHHMKA! — CIOKOMHO
cKasaJs, HakoHel, KoHaH. — A Hac4eT KOPOHBI... IOCMOTPHUM.
— Hy a cokpoBuil HabepeM CTOJIbKO, CKOJBKO CMOXXE€M YHECTH, — J00aBUJI THOM OOIpHIM

TOJIOCOM, — $I IaBHO XOT€JI KYITUTh HEOOJBITION ABOPEI] U KUTh TaM TUXO-MHUPHO.

CHnyTHUKH TOAHSUIMCh W 3alllAaTAIM O CTylneHbkaMm. CKOpo JIECTHULA JEHCTBUTEIBHO
KoHYMIack. HeOombiol mnpoxom Bed B OrpoMHYIO Tmeliepy. Pa3HOIBETHBIE CTAlaKTUTHI B
OecropsiaKe CBUCAIN CO CBOAOB, U IJIaMs (pakesna OTpakaloch B KaJI0M HeOombIIoi paayroil. [1o
IHY TEIIEPBI BECEIIO )Kypyall pydeeK.

— OTO0 SBHO HE TOT, UTO HaM HYXEH, — MpoOopmoTan Xemnar, MpoOysd Ha BKYC YHUCTYIO
JEJSHYIO BOLY.

[IpuceB Ha kKaMeHb, AKTHOH HAXMYPHJI CE/IbIe OPOBH.

— Tenepp, cpeau coHMUIIA MHEMIEp Mbl AOJDKHBI HAUTH HYXKHYKO... S 3HAI0 HEKOTOpOE
MIPUMETHI, HO, TIOXOXKE, YTO HAM MPUIETCS U3PSAHO MOOPOAUT. ..

— A 1eMoHbI? — cripocui Xenar.

— BHauane, s ;yMaro, Mbl BCTPETUMCS C APAKOHOM. ..

Konan nomgusn daken u ocmotpencsa. Konen ;iMHHON memiepsl yronaia Bo Mpake. B kaxmoi
CT€HE BUJIHEJIOCHh HECKOJIBKO OTBEPCTHH, BEAYIIMX B COCEIHUE MEIEphl. A oTTyna — ganbiie. U
Tak 0e3 KoH1a. biy)x1ark B 9TUX JaOUPUHTAX MOXXHO OBLJIO BECh OCTATOK JKU3HHU.

— Mpe1 He MoxkeM Oponuth Hayraj! — Konan mocmotpen Ha Aktuona. — Jlymait! Jymaid,
BCIIOMMHAM, KOJAYH, HO ThI IOJKEH yKa3aTb HAM TOYHBIN ITYTh!

AKTHOH NOJHSJ CKPIOYEHHBIN MaJiel], OMHOBPEMEHHO C POXKJIECHHUEM 3BYKA.

— OH cam Ham ykaxet! Temepb s MOHsUI, MOYEMY B CBUTKAX HE YKa3bIBaJlud TOYHbBIC
OpPUEHTHUPHI!

3ByK HapacTai. Tenepp CcTamo MOHATHO, YTO 3TO APOCTHBIM PEB OTPOMHOIO KMBOTO CYIIECTBA.



Pa3 3a pa3oM »XOM MpOKaThIBaJICS MO MEIIEPaM ATOT 3J0BCIIMU PBIK, HICTOPra€MbIi YyJOBUILHON
IJIOTKOW M OTPOMHBIMH JIeTKMMU. Ho Tociie MHOTOKpaTHOTO 5Xa TPYAHO OBLIO OMpPEAeIuTh MECTO,
IJIe€ HaXoAWJICA JpakoH. Xemar W AKTHOH SPOCTHO 3acnopwiau. Kaxaplii mokasbpiBajd B APYTYIO
cTopoHy. KoHaH mocrapasncs BCHOMHUTh MOMEHT CaMOT0 3apOXIEHHUS 3ByKa... C KaKOW CTOPOHBI?..
Otkyna mpumen 3ToT peB? Kaxkercs, mpa Obul Xemar — OH IOKa3bIBaJl, MOX0XKE, B HYKHOM
HanpasieHuU. Kpome Toro, rHOM JydIle JI0AEH TOHUMAET NEMEPHI. . .

— 4 cornacen ¢ Xemnarom, — O0pocun KonaH, — nomuiu!

B TeueHne HECKOIBKUX KOJOKOJIOB MYTEHIECTBEHHUKUA OpPOIUIN MO MeIepaM U IMepexoiam.
CBopauuBany B HEOOJBIIME OTBETBICHUS, TPOOUPATUCH Y3KUMU TOHHEISIMU C T€M, YTOObI BHOBb
BBINTH B OIFPOMHBIE MEIIEPhl, U3YKPAILICHHBIE PAa3HOLBETHBIMU CTAJIAKTUTAMM M CTAJIATMUTAMU.
Eme HeckoNbKO pa3 ChblIAiICs peB OpakoHa, TEHeph ropasno Ommke. ITO MOMOrajlio BbIOUpaTh
MIPUMEPHOE HAPABJICHHUE.

— JIpakoH MOYYBCTBOBAJI HAC W IOYTH IMPOCHYJICI, — CKa3zal Kak-TO AKTHOH, — OH cHall
JBECTH MATHIAECCAT JIET. ..

— A nouemy He IATbCOT? — MOJII0OONBITCTBOBA THOM. — OTKyna Takas TOHHOCTh?

— B TaliHbIX CBUTKax, JIOCTYMHBIX TOJBKO H30paHHBIM, S YUTAJl, YTO MOCJIEIHUUN pa3
MBITATACH JOOBITH COKPOBUIIA IBECTHU MATHACCAT JIET HA3a.

— A 4eMm 3TO Bce 3aKOHUYHMIIOCh — SICHO, — MpoBopyai KoHaH.

— Jla, HO ¢ HUMH He ObUIO BEeJMKOTOo BoMHa KoHaHa M BETMKOIO KOJIIyHA... — AKTHOH
3aKalUIsUICs, 3aTEM YK€ IIETIOTOM 3aKOHYMII: — Benukoro konayHa AKTHOHA.

Ecnu 5TON peubto OH HAAEICS BOOAYIIEBUTH TOBAPHUINEH, TO JOCTUT MPOTHBOIOJIOKHOTO
pe3ynbrara. KoHaH yrproMo ycMeXHyIIcsl, a Xemnar ¢ Ipe3peHrueM MoCMOTpeN Ha COTOEHHYIO (QUTYpyY
«BEJIMKOTO KOJITyHa» U TPOMKO, YTOOBI BCE CJIBIIIIANIN, CO CTOHOM B3JIOXHYIL.

3aHoueBaTh PELIMJIM B HEOOJBION TyNMUKOBOM meiepe. Konan paccrenui ofessio, ckopee, 1o
MIPUBBIUKE, HEXKEIU OIACasIiCh YEro-TO, MOJIOKUII M€Y Y IPABOW PYKHM M MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYI. Xemar
JI0JITO YKJIAJIBIBAJICS, BOPOUYAJICS, MOCTHJICS. 3areM, MOJ0XIaB, IOKA MPUTKHETCS y CTEHbI AKTHOH,
3aracuii (paKes v MPUTOTOBUIICS MTOTPY3UTHCS B COH.

Bcenomomaromas TEeMHOTa Bpa3 HaKpbUla €10 YEPHBIM IOJOTOM. B 3TuX nemepax He pociu
CBETSIIMECs pacTEHUs Myro, U TeMHOTa ObUTa adcomoTHON. UTO OTKpOEIh 11a3a, 4To 3aKpOoeIlb. . .
Moxenb 1aXe BBIKOJIOTh — HHUYEr0 HE M3MEHHUTCA... BBIKOJIOTH IMa3a... MHTEPECHAs! MBbICIb. ..
Yro ecnu ans mpoObl BBIKOJIOTH Mia3a AKTHOHY? Kak oH OyneT OpuMeHTHpOBarbCs B memiepax?
MBeICIb HACTOJBKO 3aXBaTWJIa THOMA, YTO, IPUIIOJHSIBIIMCH, OH HAIyNaJl Ha Mosice KuHx)ajl. HyxHo
TOJIBKO YMPKHYTH TIAPY pa3 Mo IiiazaM — U 3areM HaOmonats... Ho KonaH... oH He 0mo0puT Takoe
noseaieHue. .. [lpuaercs unpkHyTh U eMy... Hudero, moTom s ero BeiBedy, U Oyay 3a00TUTHCS O HEM
710 KOHIIa )u3HHU... Hudero... ['1a3za emy u He moHAI005TCH. . .

Xermar, BbITAUMB KHUHXKaJ, MBITAICA COOOpa3uTh, B KaKOM CTOPOHE CHAT €ro TOBAPUILM.
CHauana Hy)KHO HalWTH AKTHOHA, 3ateM KoHaHa...

AKTHOH, IPUKABIIMCh K CTEHE, MBITAICS 3aCHYTh. B TOJIOBY JI€3/IM CTpaHHBIE, UY)KUE MBICIIH.
KT0-T0O HacTOM4YMBO COBETOBANl YOUTH CIYTHUKOB U CAaMOMY 3aBJIaJIETh KOPOHOUM U COKpoBUIlaMu. B
camoM Jgene — 3adeM Konany kopona? OH — BapBap! Kakoil u3 Hero kopoisib? XOTs, HET...
KOPOJb-TO W3 HEro, Kak pa3 moaydutcs... Ho oH M Tak cTaHeT KoposieMm... be3 BommeOHOM
KOPOHBI... A BOT, €My, BEJIUKOMY KOJJAYHY AKTHOHY, IOCJE TOTO KaK OH BEPHET ce0e MOJIOAOCTH,
KOpoHa OyzeT B camblii pa3! AOGcomroTHas Bi1acTs! Pa3Be He 00 3TOM MeuTaeT KaXKIblii CMepPTHBIN ?!
Bnacte Hajg HUYTOXKHBIMHU, XKAJTKUMHU TPECMBIKAIOUMMUCS, KOTOpPbIE HA3bIBAIOT ceOsl JtoapMu!
JlaBUTh MX, cOOMparh HAJOTH, BEIIATh HEMOKOPHBIX, OTPYOaTh TOJIOBHL... PYOUTh, pyOUTh cabinei,



MedoMm, Toropom!.. I'ne Tam 3ToT HeHaBUCTHBIA THOM?! B3nbixaer! OH MeHa — MeHs! — cuuTaer
OpsixiibiM cTapukoMm! Hudero, y MeHsl ellle XBaTUT CUJI BBINYCTUTh €My KUIIKH. Emy, a 3ateM u
ATOMY CaMOHaJeIHHOMY KumMepuiny! OH, KOHEYHO, BOMH—C 3TUM HE MOCHOpHllb... Ho 3auem
oH MHe? Y MeHs OyJIeT KOpPOHA... Y MEHsI OyZIET MOJIONOCTh... COKPOBHUIIA... [ 1e MO KuHkamn?

B 3TOT MOMEHT BCIIBbIXHYJI OTOHBL. KOHAH CTOSI, BRICOKO MOAHSB (hakell, U MOoI4a CMOTpeJI, Kak
JIBa CYILIECTBA C HMCKAXCHHBIMH JIMI[AMU, B KOTOPBIX YK€ HE€ OCTAJIOCh HHYETO YEIIOBEYECKOTIO,
ITOJIBYT APYT K APYTY.

— OnoMHUTECh! — pPSIBKHYJ OH, NMHAasA AKTUOHA B OOK.

KonayH onpoknHyIcs HAB3HAYb, U IMTOCTENICHHO I71a3a €10 CTaJd OCMBICIICHHBIMU.

— A 117! — Konan crpe6 Xemara 3a IMBOPOT W MOTPSIC TaK, YTO TOT YPOHMJ KUHXKAI U
IPOMKO JISI3THYI 3y0aMu.

— Yt0 370 OBLTO? — TpolenTan AKTUOH. — DTO UyXKUE€ MBICTH... S moHuMaro... [IpakoH...

Xemnar Bce ele 0eCCMBICIIEHHO Tapaluics Ha OTOHb, Korna KoHaH CrioKoWHO cKa3al:

— S moutu cpa3y Mo4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO B TOJIOBY MHE KTO-TO Jie3eT. HaBepHOe, U K BaM TOXE.
Jlaii, tymato, 3ananto (akes, moka OHU JAPYT Jpyra He nepepes3anu!

— O 06oru! — cronan konayH. — S nmognancs! S monjmancs BHyHIEHUIO ApakoHa... Kak 3to
MOTJIO CyduThesa?.. S ctap... S cnumkom crap...
— Konan, a uto Tebe HamenThBal ApakoH? — Xemar MpHUIliesl, HAaKOHEll, B ce0sl, crpsTal

KUHaJ ¥ CMOTpEJ Ha Ipyra, BAHOBaTbIMU, COOAQYbUMH TJIa3aMH.

— HeBaxno! — oTpesan kummepuen. — BaxkHo, 4To 1 He nogaancs! A Bbl — MOAIAINCH!

— JlaBHO M3BECTHO, UTO JPAKOHBI YMEIOT YrOBapuUBaTh, — MPOIIEHTAT KOJJIYyH, — TEINEpPh 5
3HAalo, KaKk 3TO OBIBAET. ..

— Orpaitte-xa MHE KUHXaJbl! YTpoM moiydnte Hazan!

Konan mnonoxun opyxue ToBapuiei cebe moa OOK, W UYTO-TO MPOBOPYAB, BTOPUUYHO
MPUTOTOBUIICS IOTPY3UTHCS B COH. Xemar 3aracuil pakes, u neiiepa BHOBb MOTPY3UIach B TEMHOTY.

YTpa B TeMHOTe, ecTecTBeHHO, He Obuto. IlepBbiM mpocHyics Konan, 3amamun daken u
MPUAUPUYABO OCMOTPEI CISLMX TOBApUILEH. BipoyeM, OH yKe 3HaJI, YTO HOYb IIPOLUIA CIIOKOWHO.
JIpakoH He cTaj MOBTOPATHCS. JTO CIEAOBAIO 3aIOMHUTH. OYEBHUIHO, CTAPBIA, MYIOpPbIA JPAKOH
MPE3UPAET MOBTOPHBIC MOMBITKHU.

PacronkaB kongyHa u rHoMa, KoHaH moaHsyi KuHKaibl. Ecnu crapuHHBIA (aMHUIbHBINA
KJIMHOK THOMa OBLI €My YK€ 3HAaKOM, TO Ha OpyKHe AKTHOHA OH BO33PHWJICS C YIAUBJICHUEM.
M3simmas w rpo3Has BenMia C JUIMHHBIM TPSMBIM, Y30p4arbIM KJIWHKOM, W3PHUCOBAaHHBIM
3araJlOY4HBIMM 3HaKaMu. HaMeTaHHBIM TI71a30M BOWH OINPENETUJ, YTO KHHXaJd KOJAyHa OBLI
M3TOTOBJIEH BO BPEMEHA TAKOW CENOM APEBHOCTH, KOIJA, BEPOATHO, €UIE AK€ HE 3apOIMIIach
coBpeMeHHas IuBuian3amnus. OT KJIWHKa BESJIO CUJIOW, CIIOKOMCTBUEM, YBEpEHHOCThIO. Ha Hew,
Ka3aJloCh, OCTAJIUCH KalleJIbKu KPOBU O€CUUCIEHHBIX KEPTB 3TOTO TPO3HOTO OPYKHS, OTYETO OH
OrnecTen u repenuBaics B cBeTe (hakesaa pa3HOIIBETHBIMU OTOHBKAMM.

Ha mMur Konany mouyauioch, 4To KMHXaJl HE MPOCTO OTOpAChIBAE€T CBET, HO U CaM HM3JIydaeT
cnaboe, Mepuaroniee ceeueHue. VICKyCHO BbIpe3aHHas U3 KOCTH PYKOATKA Kazajlach BO3AYIIHOM, a
CBEpKAIOIME OTPOMHBIC JAPATOIIEHHbIE KAMHHM TOpelid MpPayHbIM CBETOM M CaMu MO ceOe SIBISUIU
1[€JI0€ COCTOSTHHE.

Co cTpaHHOI HeoxoToU NMpoTsHYT KoHaH konayHy ero opyxue. [lanbibpl He kKenanu oTAaBarh
KUHXKaJ, IPWIKNAIN K HEMY, IBITAINCH TTOKpENYe yXBaTUTh, 3a0paTh cede, CIpsTarb, COKPHITH,

YKPacTh.
AKTHOH, KOHEYHO, BCE TOHSUI U CIOKOMHO HaOmonan 3a 6oprooit B ayme Konana. OH 3Han



CBOMCTBa CBOETO OpYXHSI — DOTOTO JPEBHETO KOJJOBCKOTO apTedakTa, O€CUNCICHHBIMU
THICSYETIETUSIMUA MEPEJABABILETOCS OT YYUTENS K Y4eHUKY. M ¢ OnaromapHOCTHIO DISIHYI B IJla3a
KUMMEpUila, TpuHUMas opyxue. OH MOSICHUI:

— S 3Haro ero cmoiicTBa... Ho, moBeps, BIajgeTh UM MOTY TOJIbKO s. JIt0oOoro apyroro oH
YHUUTOXMUT.

[lepenaB kuHKaj 3aKOHHOMY Biajeibily, KoHaH modyBcTBOBaJ oOierdeHue. BeTpsixHyB
TOJIOBOM, ITPOTHAJ OCTAaTKWA HABAXKJICHUS.

— Kro e u xorma ero n3roroBui? Kakoi Benmkuit mactep?

— Wmsa mactepa gaBHo yrepsino, Konan. 1o mpenanuio mepBbpIM BiaJeablleM KHHXada ObLT
BEJIMKUI Mar... — U AKTHOH Ha3BaJl CTPaHHO 3BydJalee uMs. Takoro couetanus 3BykoB HU KoHaH,
HU Xenar HUKorga He ciplmand. — OH W [OMOr MacTepy H3TOTOBUTh KIMHOK. I[lomor
BOJIILIEOCTBOM, CUJION Maruu. Tak 4To, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO OH €0 U CAeNall... DTO ObUIO 3a]10JIT0
710 BOBHUKHOBEHUS [IUBWJIM3AIIMNA XalOOPUUIIEB... DTOT KUHXKaJ BUJIeN Takoe... Eciu Obl oH ymen
TOBOPHUTH. .. — CTapbli KOJAYH 3a00pMOTal, 3allenTan 4To-To, U KoHaH 3aMeTu1, 4To B €10 mia3ax
3a0necTenu cies3bl.

PeB npakoHa BepHYNT AKTHOHA K JICMCTBUTEIBLHOCTU. Tenepb HE COCTABIISUIO OOJBIIOTO TPya
ONPEIEIUTh HaNpaBieHUE. YyTOBUILE HAXOAUIOCH TAE-TO PAIOM.

MpauHO nepenIsIHYBIIMCh, TOBAPUILM JIBUHYIUCH B HY’)KHOM HarnpasieHuu. [locie HeCKonpKuX
MEepPEexoioB uepe3 OoJbliMe Menepbl U JOBOJBHO Y3KHE TOHHENHM, OHM BBIIUIM K HEOOBATHOU
nemepe, CTeHbl KoTopoi K ynuBieHuto Konana Obuin 00paboTaHbl HCKYCHBIMH KamHeTecamu. Ho
KaKUM € POCTOM 00ajjaiu 3TH MacTepa-KaMHETEChl, YTOOBI BhIpE3aTh U3SIIHBIE Y30phl HA CBOJIE
MEIIEPbl, B BBICOTY JOCTUTABIIEN TPHUALIATH-COPOKa JIoKTel?! OmHa cTeHa memepbl — HCKYCHO
OTHOJIMPOBaHHAs — OTpakasia CBET (pakesa, mepeauBasCh BCEMU IBETaMU pajayrd. B HeCKOJIbKUX
MecTax B CT€HE BHUJIHEIUCHh OTPOMHBIE KYCKH XOpOIIo 0OpaOOTaHHOTO KBapiia. BUThbIe KOJOHHBI
yKpamanu Apyrue creHbl. [lo yrmaMm BBICMIIMCH OTPOMHBIE KaMEHHBIE W3BasHUS YyJOBUILL
HeBeposTHBIX pa3MepoB KaMEHHBIN BEJIMKaH, TOXOKUH Ha TOTO, KOTOporo pa3oyamn Konan, Bo3aeB
PYKH, TOIACp>KUBAJI CBOA B OTHOM yrny. B npyrom — kojoccaibHasi 3Mes OOBUJIACh BOKPYT
KOJIOHHBI, U CMOTpEJIa CBEPXy HEMUTAIOIMMU pyOUHOBBIMU TiazaMu. CleAayrolnmii yroy ykpamiain
BCTABIIMA Ha JBIOBI OTPOMHBIN CJIOH, Y KOTOPOTO M3 MAaCTH TOpYAJIM HE JiBa, a 4yeThipe OuBHs. U,
HAKOHEI], TOCIEIHUIN YIOJl — TOT, Y KOTOPOTO, BBIMAS U3 TOHHENS, CTOSUIM MyTEIIe CTBEHHUKH, —
ObLI yKpallleH JAPaKOHOM, MOJCTAaBUBIIMM 3MEUWHOE TEJIO TMOJI CBOJl ATOM BEJIMKOJECITHON MeIlepHl.
Kpome TOro, B camMoM NEHTpPE TakXe€ BBICWICA WCIOJMHCKHUNA KAMEHHBIA JIPAKOH, C
pacpoCTEPTHIMUA KPBUIbSIMA U BBITSIHYTOW IlI€€i, YBEHYAHHOW TOJIOBOM, BEJIUUYMHOU C OOJIBIIYIO
KPBITYIO TIOBO3KY, KOTOPYIO CMOTYT CIIBUHYTh C ME€CTa TOJIBKO Mapa XOPOIIMX OBIKOB.

AXTHOH OBICTPO MPUIIOKKUI TIAJIEl] K TyOaM, 3aTeM IIeTTHYII:

— ToT, 4TO B LIEHTPE — HE KAMEHHBINA. ITO CTOPOXK. TOT CaMBblIii. ..

Bce Tpoe nonsatuiauchk U yKphUIMCh B TOHHEJNE, OTON/I1 HAa IPUJIMYHOE PACCTOSIHUE.

— Ho s roToB mOCHOpPUTH: OH TAaKOW k€ KaMEHHBIA, KaK U T€, 4TO MO ymiaM! — HErpoOMKO
BOCKJINKHYI KoHaH.

— Te, uro mo ymiam... ['uranra Tel, HaAewOCh, y3Han? OHU TOXE... OHU CHOSAT, MOKPBITHIE
KaMEHHOM CKOPJIYTIOH, U Oojiee TIIyOOKMM CHOM, Y€M TOT, Hall... V3 HUX clenanu yKpaiieHus, HO
JIPaKoOH CMOXKET pa30yauTh UX B IIOOOH MOMEHT... A caM OH, — AKTHOH CTap4eCKUM JBUKEHHUEM
royecas COTHYTYIO CIIUHY, — CaM OH... Kak Obl B moayrapeme. Ho Hac-TO OH MOYyss eiie HOYBIO. ..
BeposiTHO, mepruoanye cCKUM peBOM OH YK€ Hadalsl UX MPOoOYKIaTh. ..

— U cxopo, crano ObITh, HaM KJaTh pakoHbero ¢akena? — Konan Haxmypui OpoBu.



— He 3nar0, KaK CKOpo, HO (hakelr OyfeT. . .

— Hy a re cokpoButia-to? — nepedun Xenar. — MoXeT ObITh, MbI TUXO ITPOKPAAEMCS U...

— IIpenaHus TOBOPSIT, UTO COKPOBUIIA O HUM. OH CUJIUT HA ILUIUTE, MOA KOTOPOH HAXOASATCSA
T€ CaMbI€ HECMETHBIE COKPOBHIIA JPAKOHA.

— Tak Ham Tipuzercs emne U IUIMTY NogHuMarb?! — cmpocun Xemar, Kak OyaTo Bce
OCTaJIbHOE — JIEJIO YK€ SICHOE U PELICHHOE.

B3msin Konana 3actaBuil €ro 3ackydarh W 3aHSATHCSI MOATOTOBKOM cliienyromero dakemna. U
BHE3AIMHO BCE COOOPA3UIIN, UTO MEIIepa HEIIOX0 OCBEIAIach.

— Jla, — cka3an AKTHOH, — 3TOT CBET Jal0T HEKOTOpble MUHEpaJbl... S ceilyac MOHsII...
Tak 4T0, (pakesbl HAM MOKa HE TTOHAI00ATCSI.

— Hy, xopomo... — Konan nockpe6 nogboponok. — Kak Ham omoneTs apakoHa? Moxer,
MTOIBITATHCS, IOKA OH HE TPOCHYJICA OKOHYATEIBHO. . .

— IloaOexare U OTPYOUTH TONOBY? — C MpauyHOM yCMENIKOM 3akoH4YMJI AKTHOH. — Jleno B
TOM, YTO TOKa OH CIIUT — OH KaK KaMEHHBIM, M€Y HE BO3bMET. A KOIJIla Pa3orpeeTcs, TOraa
MOJIOMTH K HEMY OyAET CIOXKHO. ..

— Taxk kakoro n1eMoOHa Thl Hac croja npusei?! — KoHaH Hayan He Ha IIYTKY CEPIUTHCS.

— W e tBou 3aknmHaHug?! — nobOaBmi Xenar.

— 3akJMHaHUS TPU MHE, — CIIOKOWHO CKa3all KOJIyH, — MompoOyeM Tak: OH Oyaer
pa3orpeBarbesl, a sl MOCTAPAKOCh YAEPKATh €10 B MOJIYCOHHOM COCTOSIHUM JI0 TE€X IOP, MOKA IIOTh
€ro He MPOrpeeTcs JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI MOXKHO OBLIO B3SITh €€ MEUOM.

Buezanno Konan 3ametrun cTpaHHble AeWcTBUS THOMA. OmHOM pykod Xemar MbITAJICS
BBIXBATUTh KMHXKAJ, @ JPYroil — BOTHATh €ro oOpaTHO B HOXHBL [Ipu 3TOM OH YTO-TO >KAJIOOHO
OopMoOTaJl, CTOHAM, M U3 IJ1a3 €r0 KaTWJINCh KPYITHBIE CIIE3BI.

— JIpakoH OnsTh Ha4aJl CBOU UTPbl, — AKTHOH TOXE 3aMETHJI COCTOSIHME XeIara U, CACaB
HECKOJIbKO TIJIABHBIX MACCOB, MIETKHYI Majdbl[aMU HaJl BOJIOCATHIM YXOM THOMA.

— A? Uto? Omsare? — 3ametancsa Xenar. — OH NpUKa3bBal MHE YOUTh... S mepxkancs u3
MOCJIETHUX CUII. ..

AxTuoH nocmotpen Ha KonaHa, nokeBan ryoamu.

— Tebe npupercss IpucMOTPETH 3a HUM... OH caMblil c1a0bIil. ..

— IlpucMmotpro, — yrpromMo OpoCul KUMMEpHUEI] U, B3sB JIpyra 3a BOPOT, MOCTAaBUJ €ro, KaK
KYBILIMH, PSAJIOM C IIPaBOU HOTOU.

— Teneps Tak, — AKTHOH BBIIPSAMUIICS, IJa3a €r0 TOPEJM, JBHKECHHUSA CTAIA TOYHBIMU M
YBEpEHHBIMH, — s Oyy JAeprKaTh JAPaKoHa, MOKa €T0 MJIOTh He CTAHET MSTKOM... Kak Toibko gam
3HaK — Toraa Brepea! Ho s yke moMo4b HUYEM HE CMOTY.

Konmayn cocpenoToumsicss ¥ MOHOTOHHO 3a00pMOTall 3akJWHAHUA. 3areM, Jelasl IIaBHBIC
MAaru4ecKue *KecTbl B CTOPOHY MEIIEPhI, HaYall YTO-TO HaneBarb. COHHas BOJHA yIapuiia B TOJIOBY
Konana. Xemnar 3acHyJ1 MTHOBEHHO. AKTHOH OTCBHUIQJI COHHBIE 3aKJIMHAHUA B CTOPOHY JApaKkoHa, HO
MOIIp X ObLIa TaK BeJIUKa, 4To KoHaHy MPUXOAUI0CH TPSICTH TOJIO0BOM, paCTUPATh JIULIO JAJOHSIMH,
MPOXaXKMUBATHCSI B3aJ-BIIEpE]] O TOHHEINIO, CJIOBOM JieJlaTh BCe, 4YTOObI HE MOIAAaThCsl 4Yapam,
HABEBAEMbBIM Bpa3 MOMOJIOACBIINM KOJITYHOM.

TpynHo cka3arb, CKOJbKO BpeMeHU KoHaHy mpuiuiock 00poThcs co cHoOM. Kazanoch, 4To
MpOIUIa BEYHOCTh. HaKOHEN, KOJIIyH KUBHYII — IOpA.

KumMmepuenr oOHakuin Med W JABUHYICS B TMEIIEPY, YCIEB KpaeM Ivla3a 3aMeTUTh, Kak
3aIaraics U pyxHya no3aau AKTHOH.

Ckonp3siiM  miaroMm Konan mpobOekan 1o ToHHeNno. B memepe, moxoxke, HUYErO HE



M3MEHUJIOCh — JPaKOH BCE TaK € BOCCEAal B IIEHTPE, BHITSHYB 1ICl0. TOJBKO W3 MAcCTH €ro
TAHYJIO ObIMOM. benmoBarblii JOpIM 3aBUBAJICS KOJIBIIAMU M YIUJIBIBAJ TOJA YKpalleHHbIE Pe3b0oit
CBOJIBI.

«He cnenm, repoit, — ycabiman Bapyr Konan rpycTHbBIN, TPOHUKHOBEHHBIM TOJI0C y ceOs B
TOJIOBE, — HE CIENIN, Mbl MOXXEM JIOTOBOPHUTHCH. .. »

KonaH Moi4ya HanmpaBHIICS K IPAKOHY.

«Konnyn obmanyn te0s1, repoil, — MpOJ0JIKajl APAKOH, — B COCETHUX MEeIIepax HET KOPOHBI
a0COJIIOTHOM BiacTU. ECTh TOIBKO MCTOUHHMK MOJIOAOCTH. OH-TO M HY)KE€H KOJJAYHY. A KOPOHOU OH
MPOCTO 3aMaHUJI T€Osl, YTOOBI ThI IOOBLT EMY MOU COKPOBHIIAY.

Konan mnpomen modyrd NONOBUHY MyTH. [[pakoH SIBHO HaxoQujci B 3aTOPMOXKEHHOM
coctostHuu. Ho yroBapuBars OH MOT M MOJIb30BAJICS 3TOM BO3MOXHOCTBIO.

«Konmyn octaBui Jyist TeOsl 3aKJIMHAHUE OCTAaHOBKH CEp/illa, — IPYCTHO MPOU3HEC JIPAKOH, —
KaK TOJIbKO Thl YObEIllb MEHS M JI00yIellb COKPOBHUIIA, OH BOCMOJNb3yeTcs MM! OH HECKOJIbKUMU
CJIOBAMU OCTAHOBHUT TBOE CEPJILIE, FEPOMd, IOTOMY YTO Thl EMY OyJ€IIb YK€ HE HYKEH |»

KonaH 1mien Bnepes, HO Ha JIMIE €T0 MOSIBUIIOCH 38 TyMYHBOE BBIPAKEHUE.

«OH BBIHYXJIEH OyJeT yOuTh TeOsi, 0O Thl MOXEIIb CIHPOCHTh €ro — TJe K€ oOelaHHas
kopoHa? OH yObeT Tebs, Tepoil, YObeT. .. »

KoHaH yxe mouTH I0CTHUT IIJI0CKOTO MOCTaMEHTA, HA KOTOPOM BOCCEaN IPAKOH.

«A KOpOHY Thl MOXEIIb 3aBOEBATh C MOEW IMOMOIIBIO, — JIPAaKOH MPOAOJIKAJ YrOBaApHBAaTh
Konana u genan 3To BecbMa yOeAUTENbHO, — MBbI 3aKIIOYUM ¢ TOOOM JOTOBOP: g OTJal0 TeOe OaHY
TPETh COKPOBHILL, & 3TO 0OJIbIIIE, YeM CMOTYT YBECTHU JE€CATH BOJIOB, 3aT€M MTOMOIal0 CECTh HA TPOH
0001 cTpaHbl, MO XenaHuto. [loBepb, MHE HETPYIHO OyJeT MOSIBUTHCS HaJl CTOJMUIIEH, MOCEATh
MaHHUKY, UCTPEOUTH MOJIOBUHY BOMCKa U YOUTh KopoJisi. Koponn — cnabsle moau. [la on cam ceds
3apexxeT! Thl Beap y3HaN Temepb, UTO S YMEIO Jenarh co cinadbimMu JironbMu? Koposb ymupaer,
CTpaHa B MaHUKEe, TYT MOSBISICIILCS THI M CIlacaelih TocynapcTBo. Tol — kopodb! U y Tebs Oynet
CTOJIBKO COKPOBHIIL, YTO Thl CMOXEIIb HAOpaTh CaMyr0 CUJIBHYIO apMHIO U 3aBO€BaTh Bech Mup! S u
B 3TOM cMmory Tebe momoub! A COKpOBUIA — TpPEeTh TOTO, YTO S HAKOMWUJ 3a MHOTHE
THICSTYEINIETHS, — s caM IIpuHecy Tebe, 10O Thl HE CMOXKEIlb UX OTclona yHecTu. [logymait — nmaxe
€CJIM Thl YObEIIlb MEHS, Thl HE YHECEIllh COKPOBHIIIA !»

KoHaH BHJIOTHYIO MOAOILIEN K JPAaKOHY. |MTaHTCKOE TEJIO, MOKPBITOE MHPOYHOM 4YeIlyeH,
oOnaBasio xapoM. M3 MOJYOTKPBHITOM MACTH BajJWiIu TycThle KiIyObl npiMa. Eiie HeMHOro, u
OTHEHHBIA (paken — 3HAMEHUTHIN (pakes JAPAKOHBETO IJIaMEHM — MCIEYET 3a)KUBO JIFOOOro, Ha
KOT'O YCTaBUTCS TYCKJIBIM IJ1a3 YyJOBHUIIA.

«Hy 4ro, repoii? Tel commaceH 3akiOYUTh JIOTOBOpP € JpakoHOM? Mmel B BUAYy — MHOTHE
KOPOJIM JIPEBHOCTH TOJBKO Tak M caawinuch Ha TpoH! Tonpko 3akirounB poroop! Conmamaiics!
Comamaiics, moka He IMO3IHO ! »

B nocnennux cioBa AgpakoHa yxe He ObUIO TPYCTH. 3Bydalia, CKOpee, paloCTh, 3JI0PaACTBO,
YVAOBIIETBOPEHHOCTh TEM, 4YTO YHAJIOCh B JyIE Ieposi IMOCEATh COMHEHHE, YAAIOCh HEMHOTO
3aMEeIIJIUTh €10 IIar, IPOTSIHYTh BpeMs.

Eme HEMHOro, m COHHas INEJIEHA, HAaBESHHAsA KOJIYHOM, OKOHYATEJIBHO CHAJET, TEJIO
pasorpeercs, 1 TOrAa repoy Mepe CMEPThIO TOPHKO MOXKAJIEET, YTO IPHUILEII CI0/Ia C MEYOM B pyKe!

KoHaH NmpUKUHYI pacCTOSTHUE 1O BBITSHYTOW IIEH APAKOHA — MEUOM JOCTaTh MOXHO, HO C
TPYAOM. A €ClIh OH HOJHUMET TOJIOBY... OT Tena 4ydOBHUIIA BESJIO XKAapOM, KaK OT pacKaJlEeHHON
TIEYKH.

[osoBa npakoHa cTaja MEUIEHHO IMOBOpauMBarbCA. TYCKIble Ma3a MNposcHUIMCh. KoHaw,



pa3MaxHyBIIMCh, HAHEC yNap, B KOTOPBIMA BIOXKUJ BCIO cuily. JIe3Bue Meua niyOOKO BOH3UJIOCH B
mero gygoBuina. JpakoH uznan Xpurielii peB. M3 panbl (oHTaHOM OpbI3HYIa YepHask KpPOBb.
3aKOHYHUTH JIeJI0 HEOOXOJUMO BTOPBIM, TOYHBIM yAapoM. TpYyIHOCTH COCTOsUIa B TOM, UTOOBI
MONAaCTh B TO e MeCTO. ToNBKO B 3TOM cllydae MOKHO ObLIO HAAESATHCA OTPYOUTH IPAKOHY TOJIOBY.

Kpaem mnnaza Konan yBujen, kak cOOKy MOJHsJIaCh OrpoMHasi Kortucras jana. OTckakvBasi B
CTOPOHY, KUMMEPHEI] 3aMETHJI, YTO U3 MACTH JAPAKOHA YK€ BBIphIBACTCA IIamMsa. Ha KOpoTKuii Mur
OHU BCTPETUIINCH IJ1a3aMHU — YEJIOBEK U JPakoH. M B TOT K€ MUT TO MECTO, I7I€ MTHOBEHUE Ha3a/l
crosin Konan, 010 onaneHo oruem. [louepHenu m nmorpeckaiuch kamHu. llemepa HamoaHUIach
npiMoM. HeB3upas Ha cTpalHyr paHy Ha IIee, APAKOH, XOTh U C TPYAOM, HO OBOPAUYHBaJl TOJIOBY,
MBITasICh HAKPHITH YCKOJIB3AIOIIETO TUTAaHTAa OTHEHHBIM (pakenioM. KoHaHy MpUX0oauIoch MOCTOSHHO
nepeberatb ¢ MecTa Ha MECTO, MpbIrarh, Jejarb (GUHTHI U HEOXKUJAHHBbIE TOBOPOTHL JKapa,
HAaIMOJIHUBIIAS MENIEPY, MeIlana AbIIATh, TOT 3aJIMBaJ Ia3a.

— B 10 %€ Mecto, — 6opmoTan KonaH, HaOmtoas 3a TOBOPOTaAaMHU TOJIOBBI UYJIOBHUIIA, — B TO
K€ MECTO... NUHAue. ..

Hakonen, npeacrabuicst ciydail. CrnenaB Buj, 4TO cOOUpAETCS OPOCUTHCS B OJHY CTOPOHY,
KoHan pe3ko mpeIrHYIT B JIPYyryr0, W Ivla3aM €ro OTKpPbUIACh OFPOMHAS paHa Ha e YYIOBHIIA.
KpoBb yxke HE TEkJa M IMOXOXKE, YTO paHa Hayajla 3aTsSruBarbCsl TOHKOM KOXKHUIEW — JAPaKOH
BOCCTaHABIUBAJICA Ha ynuBlieHHEe ObIcTpo. CoOpaBmmch ¢ cuioi, KoHaH ¢ BBIIOXOM yAapusl MEYOM
B CTapyro pany. Paznaics xpycT nepepydaeMbIxX MO3BOHKOB. JIpakoH M31ai CTpaHHBIA KapKaroIyit
3ByK, U TOJIOBA €ro, OTJEJIEHHas OT TYIOBHUIA, CO CTyKOM ymajia Ha kamHHU. M3 oOpyOka meun
BbIpBaJICSl (DOHTAH YEPHON KPOBHU U MOIIHAS CTPYS TIJIAMEHU.

Konan ornpeirayn. Illes dynoBuina MOTaIack B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, MOJUBAS MEMIEPY KPOBBIO U
niuameHeM. HakoHell, pakoH 3axjonaji KPbUIbsIMU, 3a0MJICS, 3aBaJIUBIIMCh Ha OOK, KaK KypuIla,
KOTOPOM XO3MH OTPYOWJI rojioBy. Jlamnbl, yBeHYaHHBIE OTPOMHBIMH KPUBBIMU KOTTSIMH, Ilapanain
BO3/IyX. 3MEUHBIN XBOCT HEMPEPHIBHO CBUBAJICS KOJIbIIaMH. /[pakoH B arOHHWU CIOJI3 C MJIUTHI, O
KOTOPOM, MO cJI0BaM AKTHOHA, TAUJIMCh HECMETHBIE COKPOBHILIA Y, HAKOHEI], CTaJl 3aTHUXaTh.

Konan BeITep pykaBoM 3anuBaronmi miasa not. [Ipucen Ha xamens. [louckan nazamu, yem
Obl BeITepeTh Med. Hudero He Hamen. Toiabko BOT, pa3Be UTO — BBITEPETh O KOKHUCTHIE KPBUIbA. ..
JlagHo, 3TO TOTOM. .. UyTh MO3XKE.

— Konan, Konan! — Xemnar Obl1 y)Xe psiioM U €O ciie3amu ooHuMai apyra. — Kak Tel erol..
Pa3! U ronogal..

— A 11e ke AKTHOH? — YCTaJIO CIPOCHUI KUMMEPHEL.

— AKTHOH... — THOM 3aMsuicsi. — OH yIliel... TIOKa S CHaJl... OH, BEPOSITHO... CIIOBOM, €TI0
HET.

— 3HauuT, apakoH Obul mpaB? — cmpocusl ceds KonaH, misnsg mpu 3TOM Ha HUYETO HE
MMOHUMAIOLIETO THOMA.

M MenieHHO NOsSCHUII:

— JIpakoH roBopus MHE, UTO HUKAKOH KOPOHBI HET, COKPOBHUIIA HAM HE YHECTH, & KOJIYHY
HY>XEH TOJIKO UCTOYHHK... A MBI TENIEPh EMY HE HY)KHBI. ..

— MoxeT 1 Tak, — IPYCTHO CKa3aj Xemar, — HO MBI BCE K€ MOMpoOyeM J0CTaTh COKPOBUIIIA,
TaK BeJIb?

— TMompoOyeM. .. koHedHO, morpolOyeM. .. — oTBeTHI KoHaH.




AKTHOH HAacCTOpOXEHHO onmiaencs. Kaxercs, rae-to 3aech. VIMEHHO B 3TOM HEB3padyHOM,
HeOOIBITNION TIeImepe, COBCeM Hemalleko OT Tou, rae ceiiuac Konan ¢ Xemarom HaJapbIBaroOTCH,
NBITASACh CABUHYTH IUINTY, JOJKECH BBIXOAUTH HA MOBEPXHOCTh TOT CaMbId pydeek... McTouyHHMK
MoJionocTH... HebombImol pydeek KpacHOTO, Kak KpoBb, I1BeTa. OH J1acT CUJIBI CTap4YeCKOMY Tey,
OH BEpHET MOJIOAOCTh, OH 3aCTaBUT KPOBb pa3orpeThes... ['ae xe oH, rue?

Kosiyn o0cienoBan Bce 3aKOyIKH... Te TpeaynpexkJieHus Ha cTeHe... X Hajgo y4decTsb...
Konan torma goragancs, 4to BeIMKUN KOJIAYH AKTHOH, KOHEYHO, TPOYEIl TAMHCTBEHHBIE HAIUCH,
CIICJIAHHBIE HA APEBHEM, OUCHb IPEBHEM SI3BIKE. ..

AKTHOH M0JI3 Ha YETBEPEHbKAX BAOJb CTEHBI JKaib, 4TO OH 3axBaTWJI C COOOW TOJBKO TPHU
dakena... MOXKET HE XBATHTh. 37€Ch HECKOJBKO IMOXOKHUX Iemep... M B KOTOpod W3 HHUX
HUCTOYHUK?.. A eclii He XBaTUT (haKeJIOB, MPUJETCS BEPHYTHCA K 3TUM MPOCTaKaM — KUMMEPHUUITY
Y THOMY, ITOKASThCA. .. WU CKa3arh, 4TO 3a0TyIHIIC. ..

Konayn cronan c¢ pgocaawl. JlemoHbl?.. MoOXeT, Bce K€, HECMOTpPSI Ha OXpaHUTEIbHBIC
3aKJIMHAHUSA, TEMOHBI cymMeln oTBecTH mia3za? [loBpeauTh eMy OHM HE B COCTOSIHUM, HO OTBECTH
1a3a, noKajayi, CMOTYT. ..

AKkTHOH moracusl (akedl M B TOJHOM TEMHOTE Ha OIMylb CTal MCKaTh >XUBUTEIbHBIN
MCTOYHUK. OH BBIXOAUT HA IOBEPXHOCTh IJIE-TO B CaMOM yIiy OmHOM u3 memep... [lo Bcem
MpU3HAKaM, B 3TOU...

— Ham He caBuHYTH 3Ty IUIMTY, — YycTajdo ckazal KoHaH, NpUCaXuUBasiCh Ha Jiamy
ITOBEP’KEHHOTIO JIPAKOHA.

Xemar MoJI4a Kapuii Ha TIJIaMeHU (pakesia KyCKU JIPAKOHBETO Msca.

— MBI gaxe He 3HaeM, IUIMTA 3TO, WJIM HNPOCTO OTPOMHBIA KaMeHb, — Ipononkan Konan
MpauyHO, — BEPUTh KOJAYHY Temeph Hemnb3s... HykHO o0cienoBaTh BCE 3aKOYIKH TMEIIEPHI...
MoXeT, XOTh YEM-TO yIACTCS NTOKUBUTHCS — HE BO3BPAILATHCS K€ C ITYCTBIMU PYKaMH. . .

Xermar nonpoOoBaji MSICO APaKOHA, TTOXKEBAJ U BBITUTIOHYI:

— EMy ke He MeHbIlle HECKOIbKUX ThicAY JieT! [louTh 1esblii KOJIOKOJI €ro »apro, a OH BCE
Kak JiepeBo! A y HAac B KJaHE TOBOPWIJIM, YTO >KApKO€ U3 JIPAKOHA OYEHb BKYCHOE W JIEYUT OT
IEBSIHOCTA AEBITH OoJie3HEH !

KpsikayB ¢ gocaasl, KoHaH oTnpaBHIICS WCCAEIOBATh MEMIEPY, OCTABUB THOMA KAPUTh KYCKH
«IEPEBIHHOIO» MsICA.

[lemepa Obl1a HACTOIBKO OTPOMHOM, UTO ISl TIOJIHOTO OOCIEOBaHUS €€ TMOTPeOOBaIOCh ObI
MHoro gHei. [lostomy KonaH, BHayase pemms orpaHUYUTHCS OCTIIBIMA OCMOTPOM — HET JI He
CJIMIIIKOM 3aMETHBIX XOJI0B, TOHHEJEH, CKPBITHIX OT I1a3, CKaKeM, MaCCUBHOM (PUTYypol BelMKaHa,
WK clioHa-Turanta. OCTOPOXKHO 3aryisiHY/ 3a CIHUHBI CHAIMX B KAMEHHOW CKOPJIYIE MCIIOJUHOB.
[IpoBepusi CTEHBI — HE JIM XOpOIIO MOJOTHAHHBIX, HE3aMETHBIX ABepel. HakoHen, mcciemoan
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIE KOJIOHHBI — HET JI 32 HUMU TaWHBIX XOIOB.

Hu xonoB, Hu nBepeit He Obu1o0. PazouapoBanubiii Konan BepHyics k Xemnary, yrjieTaBiuieMy 3a
o0e ITIeKu, OTPOMHBIN KYCOK JIPaKOHBETO MsIca.

— Ths1 ToNBKO TIOTIPOOYH, — THOM MPOTSIHYA APYry APYrod KYCOK, HUKAaK HE MEHBIIE TOTO, C
KOTOPBIM OH MBITAJICS CHPABUTHCSA, — OKA3bIBAETCS, €0 HYKHO MPOCTO MOMOJIbIE Kaputh! U
TOIJJa OHO CTAHOBUTHCSI MATKUM U OYEHb BKYCHBIM !



— O 6oru! — BockiukHyn Konan. — TeOst uHTEpeCcyeT 4To-HUOYH €Ile, KpoMe KparBbl? !

— Hy, KOHEYHO, — TPYCTHO OTBETWJI X€MNar, — HHTEPECYIOT COKPOBHUIIA... TOIBKO TENEphb
SCHO, YTO MBI UX HE 0OyzieM. .. Tak XOTh HaeCThCA BBOJIIO, TIepe]] OOPaTHOU TOPOTOil.

KoHaH Moilua KMBHYII M NMPUCTYNHWI K Tpamnese. J[pakoHbe MICO OKa3ajaocCh JIEWCTBUTEIBHO
OYEHb BKYCHBIM, MSTKUM U COYHBIM — €T0 HYXKHO OBLIO ITPOCTO MOAOJBIIE KAPUTh. ..

[lepBasi, emie cMyTHasi MBICIb, TOCETUBINAS CYILIECTBO MOCJIE TOTO, KAK OHO CTAJIO BBIXOAUTH U3
OIICTICHEHUs, ObUla BsUIOW W Heokpemnmed. Kro-to ckoBan ero, 3acTaBuil YCHYTh U BHACTH
OTBPAaTUTEIbHBIE CHBL YKacHbIE, JUIKHE CHBL. M 3TO Xrydee ’KellaHWE MNPOCHYThCA!.. DTOT
KOIIIMap HaBsi3aHHOTO U3BHE cHa!.. Ho Temeps B rosose cyiiecTBa, OyATO BETEP Pa3roHsII KIEHKYIO,
omyThiBatomIyto apemy! Tenepp yxe ckopo...

CKOpO OHO OBJNAJEET BCEM CBOEW MOIIBIO, H TOINA €MY HE MO3JOPOBUTCSA — 3TOMY KAJIKOMY
cmeptHOoMy! Emie HemHoro!.. Tonbko Ob1 yenieTs!.. Toabko Obl ycrieTh COpOCUTH C ce0sl OIEeTIEHEHHUE,
OKa OH He Hamen To, 4yTo umer!.. KoHeyHo, CylmecTBO, yXe MNOrpyxasich B KOJIJIOBCKOM,
HaBESIHHBIA 3aKJIMHAHUSIMU COH, CYMEJIO CIPATAaTh TO, UTO MIIET 3TOT cMepTHbI... Ho Bce xe...
Bce xe oH He Tak MPOCT, OH CUJIBLHBIN KOJIYH... OH MOXKET COOOPa3UTh. .. U HAUTH...

AKTHOH T0J3 B KPOMEIIHON ThME, ONIYINbIBAasi PyKaMH KaXKJIblii KaMelleK, KKyl BIaJIUHY
BIOJb CTEHbI Tnemepbl. [IpoOyxieHue JeMOHa OH TMOYYBCTBOBAJ B TOT MOMEHT, KOIJia €ro
CTapuECKHE JIaJIOHN OKYHYIMCh B XOJIONHYIO Biary HeOOJbpIIoro pydeiika. M toruac pyku Oyaro
OMaJIUJIO OTHEM.

910 oH! Oto umcrounuk wmonomoctu! KommayH, He 3axkwuras (Qakema, TOpPOISICh, MpHUIIAI
MOTPECKABIIMMUCI Ty0amMu K oOXWramolei Biare. YcmeTs!.. YemeTh BO3poAMTHCA, 00pecTH
MOJIOIOCTh U CHJIbI, IOKA IEMOH-XPAHUTEIb HE MPOCHYJICS OKOHYATENBHO! ..

HacerruBimich, Konan penmn mpogoiKuTh OCMOTP TEIIepbl — Ha ceil pa3 0oJiee TIATENbHO.
W nauvare cieoBasio ¢ TOW CaMOM IUJIMTBI, HA KOTOPOU Bocceaan apakoH. Koneuno, rumty Konan u
Xenar OCMOTpeNM cpaszy ke mocie Tulenu JpakoHa, HO BCE JKE... €Ue pa3 OCMOTPETb,
nonpoOoBarb MPOCTy4Yarb, MOMCKATh CKPBITHI KaMEHb, HaJAaBUB Ha KOTOPBIA, MOXXHO BCE XK€
OTKPBITh COKPOBHUIHHILY... Eciiv, KOHEYHO, KOJJIyH HE COBpaJl, U MOJ IUIMTOW JIEVUCTBUTEIHHO
JIEXKAT COKPOBHIIIA.

MeieHHO TIpOABUTASICh BIOJIb KpOMKH, KoHaH yriyOWiics B M3ydeHUE TOHUAWIIMX TPEIMH
OTPOMHOTO MOHOJIUTA. . .




CymiecTBO, HaKOHEIl, IPOCHYIOCh OKOHYareabHO. Oco3Hano cebs. Opnanesno BojJed U
sHepruer. IlouyBCcTBOBajO  CBOKO  MOIIb. PackuHyB JSHEpPreTMYeCKHe  Uynalblla 10
MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIM OOJIBIIIMM M MallbIM TeliepaM, MTHOBEHHO OIIEHWUJIO OOCTaHOBKY. B mermepe
IpakoHa JBO€ CMEPTHBIX. OJMH MBITAETCA HAWTH HECYHNIECTBYIOIMK KUY K COKPOBHIIHUIIE,
JIPYrol KONTUT MSCO IMOTUOIIero apakoHa. /[pakoH ObUI CIMIIKOM CTap W HEMOBOPOTIUB... Bce
MPOU3OIILIO TaK, KaK, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, U JIOJDKHO OBLIO MPOU3O0MTH — TIPUILENT Tepod U yOus
CTapOro, OTYMNEBILETO, TOCTOSHHO COHHOTO MOHCTpa. [IpaBna, reporo HEMHOTO MOMOT KOJIIYH.

ToT caMblli HEHABUCTHBIM KOJAYH, KOTOPBIM OCMEINIICS HACJIAaTh HA HETO — BEJIMKOIO CTpaxKka
memep — KOBapHBIM BommeOHBbIH coH! [ne ke OH, ATOT KOJIAyH? DHEPreTHYeCKHue YCUKHU
MOTSHYJIUCH AAJbIIE, 3aKPYyYHUBasiCh, MPOHU3bIBAS MMPOCTPAHCTBO B Pa3HBIX HampaBleHUsX. [ne xe
oH? I'me oH ykpeuicsa? Kak cMOr OH YKpPBITbCS OT HEBUAMMOIO, BCempoHuKaromero ayda?! U
BHE3aIHO JEMOH MO3HaJl CTpax. YKPBITbCS OH MOTI TOJBKO B OIHOM CJIy4a€ — €CJIH BEpPHYI
MOJIOIOCTh M C HEW MOJY4YUJI T€ OTPOMHBIE CHJIBL, KOTOpbIE AaeT UCTOYHUK! B 3TOM ciyyae,
MOEJIMHOK, €CJIU OH COCTOUTCS, BIIOJHE MOXKET ObIThb mpourpan! CyliecTBO BTSAHYIO YCUKH U
MOTPY3UIIOCH B PA3MBIIUICHUS.

*h %

— Iloxoxke, 4TO HET HUKAKOTO TAalHOIO KaMHs, HUKAaKWX MPOTUBOBECOB, — IPOTOBOPHUII
Konan ¢ pocanoii, — Ja u 3a4eM APaKOHY 3TH YXUIIPEHUS, €CIM OH MOT CABUHYTH IUIUTY OIHUM
Korrem?

— IloHsITHO, — B3JIOXHYJ Xemar, — 4To XK, OyfeM coOuparbcs B 0OpaTHBINA MyTh?

— Iloxkanyii... — KoHaH OKMHY/ B30pOM TIEILEPY.

Yro-To 3amepkano ero B3WIsA. YTO-TO M3MEHWIOCH B Iy, IJie TUTaHTCKas 3Mess oOBHBaia
KOJIOHHY. Xemar, 3aMeTHB HampaBlIeHHWE B3DIsAa Jpyra, TakKe CTajl BCMAaTpPUBAThCAL.
[TpumrypuBImch, OH TPOOOPMOTAIT:

— 3Mest, KaXeTcsl, MOoAIep KMuBaja ToJIoBOM CBOJ MEMIEPHI. . .

— Touno! — Bocknuknyn Konan, — A Temnepb oHa He KacaeTca cBoaa! 3mes MoBepHya
roJI0BY!

— W nHemHoro omyctmiia, OyITO XOYeT pasmIsaneTh, KTO TYT XO3sSWHHYaeT... — [HOM
MO CTIEIIHO CTaj YIaKOBBIBATh TMTOXOAHBIC CYMKH.

Paznancs Ttpeck. Buawane cnabbliii, OyATO TAe-TO AalieKO JIONAIHCh BEPEBKHU... WU Ke
TpECKaINCh KaMHU. 3aTeM Ha TOJI MEIIePhl O ChINMaINCh MelIkrue kaMemKku. CKopiyna ochlnaiachk ¢
OTPOMHOTO rajia, Kak MeCOK C BBICHIXAIOIIECH JIOIIA N, MTOCJE TOTO, KaK OHA, UCKYMaBIIMCh, BIOBOJIb
MOBaJIsIach, MOKaTanach Ha MPUOPEKHOM, TOPSUEM TTECKE.

Cy1iecTBO HEAOATO TEP3aJI0Ch COMHEHHUAMU. ECiu ¢ KOJIIyHOM €My CIIPaBUThHCA OyIET TPYIHO
— MYCTh ATO CJlieNlaeT KTO-HUOyab Jpyrod. Hampumep, 3mes. XBaTUT €il 1ENIEHETh B COHHOM
OXKHUJAHUM... A OH, JEMOH-CTPaXK, IOMOXKET, MONJICPKUT B 3MEE€ HYKHBI YPOBEHb aKTUBHOCTH,
HEUTpanu3yeT KOJIOBCKHE 3aKJIMHaHHSA... JTO Oymer caenarb jerko. Bor ecnu Obl KoJIayH
HAaIpaBUJ 3aKJIVMHAHUSA HE HA HEr0 — Kak paHpue... Jla mpu TenepelmmHend Cuie, TaHHOU emy



HCTOYHUKOM!..

Ho KoimoBCTBO, HallpaBlIEHHOE Ha 3MEl0, MOXKHO OyAeT CIOKOWHO OMOKHpOBarh... M 3T0
MIpUHECET TooeTy!

HyXHO TOJIBKO 3aCTaBUTh 3MEIO HAWTH KOJITyHa!

Konan u Xemar He cTalud JOXHAATHCS OKOHYATEIBHOTO MPOOYXKJEHUS OrPOMHOIO raja.
BckuHyB Ha IJIe4M CYMKH, OHU YCTPEMHUJIUCh K BBIXOAY. 3BYK KaMHEMaja Mo3aJAd HapacTall.
[Ipuarenn cneumyn W30 BCEX CHUI. BCKope MOCHBIIAIOCh, MHOTOKPAaTHO YCUJIEHHOE 3XOM,
nmnenue. OrpoMHasi 3Mes, O4EBUIHO, OKOHYATEIBHO IMPOCHYIACH.

— YewM ke OHa Tenepp 3aMeTCA? — MOoCHenas 3a IpyroM, CIpoCul 3abIXalonmiicss Xerar.

— Ckopee, HE «4eM», a «KeM», — MpadyHo oTBeTus KoHaH. — Boroch, 4TO CKOpO OHa Hac
JOTOHUT. ..

— A MOXET, OHa C TOJIOJlyX! HAYHET €CTh IPAKOHA?

— 41 Ob1 Ha 3TO HEe paccunuThiBall, — KOHaH NMPOKO IIarai, Mo4YTH Bojo4a 3a COOOM rHOMA.

[Tpoiiis HeCKOJIBKO TelIep, OHU O0CTaHOBUIINUCH. HeoOxoauMo ObIIO COpPUEHTUPOBATHCS. XenaT
MOKPYTHUJII JUIMHHBIM HOCOM.

— MHe kaxeTcs, HaM Ty[a, — OH yKa3aJl KPIOUYKOBAThIM MaJblIEM B HY>)KHOM HaIlPaBICHUH U
3aCTBUI, OTKPBIB POT.

N3 ToHHENs, pacloiOKEHHOIO Iarax B JECATH, K HUM BBIIMIET CTPOWHBIN IOHOIA. JIErkum
IIIarOM OH MOJIOIIEJT OJTMYKE U IIMPOKO YIBIOHYIICS, CBEPKHYB 0€J10 CHEXHBIMU 3y0aMu. ['opioe deno
€r0 BEHYaJIa CBEPKAIOIAs KOPOHA, COCTOSIAsl, KaKk C yauBIeHUeM 3ameTrun KoHaH, cruionmmb u3
JParolleHHBbIX KaMHEW HEBEpPOSATHOW BeauuyuHbL Kazamoch, 4TO KaMHU JIOJDKHBI JIEpXKaThCsl Ha
MPOYHON HUTKE, KaK JepKaTbcsi OYyCHHKU B OKEpelibe, HO KUMMEpPHEI] ObIT yBEPEH, YTO HUKAKOMN
CBsI3YIOIIeH HUTH HeT. KaMHU coenuHsIio HedTo MHOE — BOJIIEOCTBO, Marusl.

Kopona ab6comoTHo#l Binactu! 3Hauut, oHa Bce ke cymecTByer! HecoMHeHHO, epes HUMU
MpeCcTal BEpHYBIIMA MOJI0A0CTh AKTHOH! OH Hallea HCTOYHUK U KOPOHY!

FOHo11a, B uile KOTOPOro ObLIO TaK MHOTO 3HAKOMOTO, BCE €IIIE JIY4€3apHO YIIbIOaJICS.

— 1 ne ngyman, Konan, uro BcTpeuy TeOs Ha oOparHoMm myTu! MHe Ka3anoch, UYTO Thl €Ilie
70JIro Oynielllb MBITaThCsl CABUHYTHh MIAUTY! — W KOJJIyH 3aXoXOTajl YK€ 3HAKOMBIM BU3IJIMBHIM
cMexoM. MIMeHHO Tak OH cMesuicsi, Korja ocrtaBisuli KoHaHa m Xemara B HUXKHUX Mpejenax,
3aBJIaJIeB KOCTBIO leMOHA YpoOaxa, U coOMpasich yleTeTh apcTBoBarh B MpanucraH.

— Taxk Bce e, €CTh TaM COKPOBHINA, UJIU HET? — CIOKOWHO cripocuii KoHaH.

— EcT1b, KOHeUHO! — AKTHOH BHOBB 3axoxoTasl. — S He oOMany!

— Ho TbI ¢ caMOro Havana 3Haj, YTO IJIUTY CABUHYTh HEBO3MOXKHO?! — C HETOJOBAaHHEM
3aMeTuJ1 Xerar.

— Koneuno, npyr moii, koneuno! Ho MHe TpeboBanachk cuia u orBara Konana. Ilpunuiocs
MOWTH HAa MAJICHBbKYIO XUTPOCTh — KO€ O YeM yMoa4arb. Bcero nuims — ymondars!

Konnyn ynuBancs xBacTIMBbIMU pedamu. OH, Kak Oponsuuii akTep, CTOSALMI Ha HaCMeX
CKOJIOUEHHOM CIIeHe, JTI000BasICs OO0, N3NIMBasl Ha CITyIIATeNIel MBIIHbIE CIOBECa.

— He mnepexwuBaii, Konan, uro Tebe He gocTasach KOpoHa aOCOJIOTHOW BIIACTH,
poAeKIaMUpPOBall AKTHOH, — OHa JIocTanachk 0ojiee TOCTOMHOMY BO BCEX OTHOILCHUSAX YEJIOBEKY
— mHe! [1IycTh 3TO MOCTYXUT TeOE yTeIIeHUEM.



— Jla 1 m He mnepexuBarwo, — ycMexHyiacs KoHaH, B TOxe BpeMs HaNpsKEHHO
MIPUCITYINBASICh.

Konayn BHe3anmHO mnompauHesn. Temepp OH yXK€ HE MOXOAMJI HA aKTepa B MPUCTYIIE
caMoII000BaHUA.

— S Buxy, repoil, uto y Te0s OyAeT CBOE€ KOPOJIEBCTBO... JTOIO Thl JOCTOMH, TaK K€, KaK U
a... Tak yTo Tebe U He K yeMy 3Ta BoJeOHas KopoHa... — OH ¢ OnaroroBeHueM MPUKOCHYICA
TOHKMMHM MNaJbllaMHU K CBEPKAIOIMM KaMHAM. OTPOMHBIN anMas, CUSIOIMN B [IEHTPE KOPOHBI, TPU
ATOM BCHBIXHYI, U MO meniepe nodexanu Becenble Onuku. CocelHMe KAMHM — TEMHO-KpPaCHbBIE
PYOMHBI — TakK)X€ OCBETHUJIMCHh M3HYTPU W 3aUTpaii KPOBABBIMH OTONECKaMH. Xemar yIUBIISICA
CIIOKOMCTBUIO JApyra — BCEIJla TAKOIO BCIBUIBYIHBOTO.

— MBpbI, KOHEYHO, MOXXE€M MPOUTH OOpaTHBI MYyTh BMECTE, — BHOBb MPOICKIAMUPOBAIT
KOJIJTyH, — OJTHAKO, 51 TyMaro, 3To JuiiHee. Haime nepemupue 3akonunnoch. Ho s He coBeToBas Obl
OOBbSBIIATH MHE BOIHY, repoil! Tenepsb, Koraa s 00pes1 MOJOAOCTh U HEBUAAHHYIO CHILY, JapyeMyIO
MCTOYHUKOM !

A KoHaH ciblliayl mIypiiaHue B TOHHENE, MO KOTOPOMY OHM TOJBKO YTO MNPUIUIA. byaro
KaTujach orpoMHasi BUHHas 0ouka. Kak Obl B 3aTlyMUYMBOCTH OH IMPOIIET MUMO KOJITyHA. 3aTeM €IIie
HEMHOIO BIEPEJ, CTapasiCh BCTATh TaK, YTOOBI HA ITYTH 3MEH MEPBBIM OKazayicsi AKTHOH. ['HOM, He
IMOHMMas MAaHEBPOB Apyra, CJIEI0BAJ 32 HUM IO ITPUBBIUKE, KaK IPUBSI3aHHBIN.

AKTHOH ¢ JIFOOOIBITCTBOM CJIEANII 3a mepeaBkeHusMu Konana, monaras, O4eBHAHO, YTO TOT
coOupaeTcst HanacTh U BHIOMPAET JIYUIIYIO TTO3UIIHIO.

— 5l He coBeTyro TeOe XBaTaThCs 3a Med, Tepoil... — Hayal OH.

Konenr ¢pasbl KojjayHa TMOTOHYI B IIMIEHUU OrPOMHOM 3MEH, YEPHBIM MOTOKOM
CKOJIB3HYBILIEH B memiepy. [ ojoBa raauHel Hauenuiaach Ha AkThoHa. OH CTOsI OnuXke, U OH ObLI
TEM CaMbIM HEHABUCTHBIM CYIIECTBY KOJIYHOM. [0JI0C CymecTBa MOCTOSIHHO 3By4al B TOJIOBE
3med. OH HAIIENTHIBAJI, HAIPABIII, Pa3’KUTrajl HEHABUCTb, 3aCTABIISII OKOHYATEIbHO IPOCHYTHCS U
OpOCHUTHCS B TTOTOHIO.

CI0BHO TIpH BCTBIINIKE MOJHHUU TOHsUT AKTUOH MaHeBpbl KoHaHa, ero cnokoiictBue. Bo3es
PYKH, KOJIAYH 3a00pMOTal 3aKJISITHE, 1 OTPOMHAs T0JIOBA 3MEU CO CTYKOM yIlajia Ha KaMEHHBIH MOJI.
Ho Tyr ke BCKHMHYNIach, U €€ KpOBaBbIC IIa3a BHOBb YCTAaBWJIMUCh HA Bpara. Teno orpoMHOrO raja
HaMNpsIoCh, MPUTOTOBUBIIMCH K OPOCKY. AKTHOH C MCKA3UBIIMMCS JIUIIOM BHOBb OpOCHII 3aKJIATHE
B OTPOMHYIO MOJIYOTKPBITYIO MAacCTh, U3 KOTOPOW BBICTPEJIMBAII PA3JIBOCHHBIA SI3BIK TOJIIMHOWN C
YeJI0BeUECKYI0 pyKy. Ha cell pa3 3Mest TOJNBKO Ciierka KayHyila TOJOBOM M C OBICTPOTOM JeTsIiieit
CTpeJibl 00OBUJIA KOJITyHa MOIIIHBIMH KOJIBIIAMH.

Konan c¢ Xemarom, mOpeayCMOTPUTENHHO OTOHIS B CTOPOHY, HaOMIOJadM 3a CXBAaTKOM.
OrpomHasi 3Mes TOJIHOCTBIO TMOKphUIAa TEJO 4YesoBeKa ONeCTAUMMH, MIEBEJSIIIMMUCS, YEPHBIMU
KoJblaMU. BHIHENach TONBKO TOJ0BAa KOJIIYHA C BBITAPAIEHHBIMH [JIa3aMHU, B CBEPKAIOLICH,
nepeIuBaloIIeics BCEMH 1IBETAMH BOJIIIEOHOM KOpOHE. AKTHOH M3 MOCIEIHUX CHUJI, YyBCTBYS, KaK
JIOMAIOTCSA, CMHUHAIOTCS KOCTH, MOIMBITAICS BBIKPUKHYTH 3aKJISATHE, HO M3 TOpJia €r0 BBIPBAJICS
TOJIBKO IIPEICMEPTHBIN Xpull. U B ciaenyroliee MIrHOBEHUE Ye€PE3 OTKPBITHIA pOT KPAaCHOU KpOBaBOM
Kalllell TOTOKOM XJIBIHYJIM BHYTPEHHOCTH, BBDKMMAEMbIE M3 TEJIa HEBEPOSITHOW CUJIOM OTPOMHOM
3MEH.

OOHOBPEMEHHO CO CMEPTHIO KOJIIyHa, yMajla M pacchllajach Ha CBEPKAIONME KAMHH
BOJIILIEOHAST KOPOHA.

3Mes MeUIEHHO pa3kaina OoOBbATHUS M cTaja 3amniarbiBaTh A00bMYy. OrpoMHBIE KaMHHU,
COCTaBIIAIONIME paHee KOPOHY a0COTIOTHON BJIACTH, BCIIBIXUBAIM BOKPYT MAJICHBKUMU COJTHIIAMMU.



— A BOT u Hama 100b19a, — npodopmoTai KoHaH 1 0CTOpOXKHO cTan coOuparh KaMHH.

Xemar, cTapasch AEPKATbCA MNOAAIBIIE OT HW3BUBAIOUICTOCS XBOCTA THUTAHTCKOW 3MEH,
MIPHUCOCIMHUIICS K HEMY, U BCKOPE COKPOBHIIE ObLTO HAJIC)KHO YIPSATAHO B MOXOAHYIO CYMKY.

— Teneps HaMm, oXKayi, mopa, — Opocust Konan, HaOmronas, Kak UCUYE€3a0T B MACTH 3MEU
HOr'"u AKTHOHA.

BBICTpBIM 1IaTOM JIpY3bsi HAIPABUJIMCH B COCEIHIOIO TIEIEDPY.

CymectBo, HaOM0gas1, KaK BOUH, CyMEBIIMI MOOEIUTh CTaporo ApakoHa, U €ro MaJopoCIIbIi
CIYTHUK YHOCST KaMHHU pacChINaBILecss BOJILIEOHOW KOPOHBI, pa3IyMbIBaJIO, KaK MOCTYIHUTb.
JloKHOCTB cTpaka o0si3pIBasia Oepedb HCTOUHUK U KOPOHY.

Ho ucTouyHWK OHHU, CyIs MO BCEMY, MCKaTh HE COOMpaHCh, a KOPOHBI aOCOJTIOTHON BIACTH
OO0JIbIIIE HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO, MO0 CYMEBIIMI 3aBNAIETh €10 YeOBEK ObUT yMepupieH. Cuila KOpOHbI
Hayana JIeHCTBOBaTh, a JIMYHOCTh, HOCHUBIIAs ee, ucuesna. BonmebctBo paccesiocs. Ilpasna,
KaMHH, KOTJAa-TO COCTAaBJSBIIME KOPOHY, UMEIH OrPOMHYIO LIEHHOCTh caMu 1o cebe, HO Belb
CYIIECTBO HE SBISUIOCH CTPaKeM COKPOBHILL!..

Konan u Xemnar nmpoOupanuch uepeioi mnemep U ToHHene. Hexotopelie meiepsl Ka3aauch
3HAKOMBIMM — BO3MOXKHO, OHH IIUIM B BEPHOM HamnpasiieHuu. Ho, momagas B Ipyrue noa3eMHbIE
3aJIbl, Jpy3bsd NMOHUMAJM, YTO 37€Ch OHU HUKorga He Obutn. OcTaBanoch HaJeAThbes Ha yaady. U
KUMMEpPHEL, 1 THOM XOpOIIO MOHHMMAaJH, 4TO ONMYyXJaTh B MOA3EMHBIX MEPEX0JaX MOKHO BEYHO.
Tounee, 10 Tex Mop, MOKa HE AOTOPUT MochaeaHUN (aken. [{anbpie TeMHOTa U CMEPTb.

— Jla, ’KaJlKko HET ¢ HaMH TOTO KOTa, YTO BBIBEJ HAC M3 JJAOMPHUHTA, — B3JOXHYNI Xemar, —
ceiiyac Obl OH OYEHB IMPUTOIUIICS.
— Jlyumie cMOTpH, Kyla OTKJIOHSIETCA TilaMmsi, — TpoBopyaid KoHaH, — Tam JOJK€H OBITh

XOTh KaKOW-TO BBIXO/I.

— Hy na, npugem, a TaM 0TBEpCTHE HABEPXY, O]l CAMBIMU CBOJIAMH. .. HE TOIPBITHEM !

— Hy, 1ebs-to a1 nmondpomry, — ycMmexnyicst Konan, — Tbl 3auenuubcs U OpoCHIb MHE
BEPEBKY... CKOJBKO y HaC OCTANIOCH (DaKeaoB?

— Tpu, — MpavyHO OTBETHUJ THOM.

3areM XOTeNd 4TO-TO J0OaBUTh, HO TaK M 3aCThUI C OTKPHITHIM PTOM, YCTABUBIIMCH B CTOPOHY
OIHOTO U3 OOKOBBIX TOHHEJEH.

[nssHyB B TOM HampaBieHUMM, KoHaH 3aMETHII YEJNOBEKAa, OKPYKEHHOIO CTPaHHBIM
MeplLaronmM cBeToM. YenoBek ObUT MOJION, CTPOEH, OPYKHUS MpU ceOe HE MMEI U TMepe/BUTAIICS
JIETKOU MOXOJKOW XOPOILO OTAOXHYBILETO, OIIBITHOIO XOA0KA.

CrpaHHBI OpeoJl MPEKPACHO OCBEIAJ JOPOry BIEpPEAU U MO03aqu YEJIOBEKAa, KOTOPBIH,
O4YEeBUIHO, TaBHO 3ameTwi1 KonaHa n Xemnara v HanpaBisuiCcs K HUM.

— 4 xe roBopui, KoHaH, 4TO MBI €1Ie HE pa3 BCTPETUMCS, — BECEJIO CKA3aJl CBETSIIMUCS
4yesoBeK. — S Dckunamil, JIydil y49eHUK AKTHOHA.

— 51 Te6s momHI0, — oTBeTHN KoHaH.



— Kak s noHuMaro, Bl HEMHOTO 3a0JTyIHJINCh, — JIFDOE3HO MPOIOJIKAI KOJIAYH, — 51 IOMOTY
BaM HAWTH BEpHYIO Aopory. Ho BHauane pacckaxure MHE, KaK yMep MOM YUUTEb.

— TBoit yunTenb, — BOCKJIMKHYI Xenar, — ObUT 0OMaHIIMKOM !

— Bce MBI nHOTAA BBIHYXJEHB OOMaHBIBaTh KOTO-TO, — 33 yMUYUBO MPOU3HEC KOJIIAYH. —
Pacckaxkute MHE O ero cMepTH. Sl ee mouyBCTBOBAJI... Sl JOJIKEH MO3a00TUTHCA O TEJE, U HAUTH
KUHXaJ. DTOT KMHKaJ MEPEXOIUT OT YUUTENS K YUEHUKY B TEUEHUE MHOTUX ThICSUEIIETH.

— Hacuer knHXana s 3Har0... — KoHaH BCIIOMHUJI APEBHUM KJIMHOK. — A O TEJE €ro yxe
1103a00TUITUCE. ..

— K10?

— OrpomHast 3mes!

— Tak o nmoru6, cpaxxaschb co 3meei?

— He cTonpko cpaxasch, CKOJIBKO CIIAcasiCh OT HAC... a 3Mesl Hallajla BHE3AIHO.

— Ilouemy xe oH OT Bac cnacancs? A, monumaro... OH Bac 0OMaHyII. ..

— Nmenno! — 3araparopun Xenar. — On o6enfan Konany kopoHy abcontoTHOM Biaactu! A
Hajen ee cebe Ha rosoBy! Tyr ero um 3agynmia 3mesi!! A KOpoHa-TO cpasy pachnanach Ha
OT/ICIIBHBIE. ..

3amMeTHUB XMYpPBII B3IV ApYra, THOM C HETOJOBAHUEM 3aCOME U YMOJIK.

— KopoHa pacnanacb? — 3ayMUYUBO POTOBOPHUI DCKUJIAMII.

3areM MpUCTAIBHO ITocMOoTpesl Ha KoHaHa M Ha JOPOXKHBIA MEHIOK 3a €ro IUICYaMHu.
KummMmepuen criokoiftHO BbIAEpsKall B3MIST JOTaJaBIIerocs 000 BCeM KOJIIyHa.

— 3HaAYUT, KOPOHBI a0COIIOTHON BJIACTH OOJIbIIIE HE CYLIECTBYET... A UCTOUHHUK MOJIOIOCTH
MO YYHUTEID HAILEI?

— Hamen u 310poBo momononesn! — moareepani Xerar.

— HMICTOYHMK AaeT HE TOIBKO MOJIONOCTH, HO ¥ CHILY, — OPE€O0JI BOKPYT KOJAyHa IIOMEPK, KOTIa
OH IPHCEN Ha KAMEHb, B 33 [yMUNBOCTH IMOIAIEPEB KYJAKOM MTOIOOPOIOK, — 3HAYUT, IPOTUB HETO
JIENCTBOBaJ KTO-TO €IIE, OYEHb MOTYHIIECTBEHHBIM... OH M moMor 3mee... O4YeBHIIHO, AEMOH-
xpanutensb. JlagHo, pazdepemcs Ha mecre!

KosilyH BCKOUMJI, B CBET BOKPYI HEIO BCHBIXHYI C HOBOM cwmioi. OH COeIMHUI JaJOHU
KOpOOOYKOM, Kak Obl 3aKJIIOYMB BHYTpU 4YacTh opeona. [Ipomenrtan 3aknuHanue. C BUIMMBIM
YCHJIMEM CoKajl JIAJIOHU W BBIMYCTUJI HEOOJBIIONW CBETAIIMICS MIAPUK, 3aCTHIBIIMA B HECKOJIBKHUX
marax oT Konana.

— HWnure 3a cBerom. OH mpuBeneT Bac K JIECTHHLE. 1aMm yxX Jnopory Haiaere camu! —
DCKUIaMIT CBEPKHYI YIIBIOKOW ¥ JITKUM IIATOM HAMPABUIICS B TNIYOHMHY MEIIEPHI.

[Ilapuk MeUIEHHO MOIUIBUI B IIPOTHUBOIIOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.

— A MOXHO JI1 eMy BEpUTh? — NpoBopUal Xemnar. — MOoXeT, 3TOT CBET HacC 3aBELET. ..

— S nymato, BepuTh MOXKHO. .. — OypkHy! Konan. — Bo BcskoM ciydae, B 9TOM Jielie.

— Konan! — kpukHyn OcKujaMn ¢ Apyroro KoHia nemepsl. — S 4yrh He 3a0bul TeOs
npeaynpeanTh: KaMHUA OT KOPOHBI Y€pe3 Mecsll HAauHYT TYCKHETh, & 4epe3 IOl MpPEeBpaTsATCS B
oObIuHbIN OynbpKkHUK! Tak uTo nponasaii ux nockopee! M nydine nonaneiie orcroaa!

Konan n Xenar oOMEHSIMCh MPauHbIMU B3IVISIIAMM.

— Hy 410 %, — rHOM mouecas 3aTbUIOK, — MOKYIIKY JBOpIA MPUAECTCS OTIOXKHUTh, & KAMHHU
3TH COBITh KaK MOXKHO OBICTpEE.
— Ho y Hac Bnepeau uensiii Mecsi! — KoHaH noxitonai apyra no ruiedy. — Sl Tak JaBHO He

IMAJI XOpOoUICTO BHHA!
N on IMPOKUM IMAroM HaIPaBUIICA 3d MAHAIIUM IMAPUKOM 3dBOPAKUBAIOIICTO YMCTOIO CBCTA.
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